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pationt, industrious, pastoral people. Instead
of seoking tho open prairie land, like tho
groat mojurity of sottlors, « hu pussibly oxpect
to got rich in a fow yoars growing wheat,
they arc wilhag to take the rougher land for
their homes. This scrub or bush land,
though involving much moro labor to
bring it under cultivation, is quite as valu-
ablo whon cleared as the best prairie seotions,

Tho Icolandsrs in Dakota, hike those 1n
Manitoba, have no doubt dovoted their atten-
tion largely to cattle and shoop, and it is but
natural that thoy would decline to sacrifice
their property in order to como to Manitoba.
'fo orme hore would involve either the sacri-
fico of the live stock, ur entail upon them
groat, inconveniones and exponse, 1n addition
tc tho usual oxpenso and worry in moviog.

It has beon said that peuple who desired to
cumo hore cuald sell their stock and buy hero
to bLetter advantage than they could move
them, oven if there were no quarantino re-
gulations, This is a mistake. Farmers
south of tho boundary who decided to como
to Western Canada, would bo obliged to
dispose of their ilive stock at forced sale,
and this would invariably inean aloss. A
farmer can only have a portion of his stock
ready for tho marketat onetime. Some would
botooyoungto market. Others would be broed-
ing stock, andsoon,and these couldonly bedis-
posed of at & loss, Besides, the great majority
of farimers would prefoer to take at loast a por-
tion of their stock with them, even- if they
believed they could bay to good advantage in
‘the district to which the were going.

1t cortainly seoms that something might
be done to remove theso restrictions upon im-
migration to this country from the best field
which is open to us for immigration work.

EDITOBIAL ROTES.

IN North Dakotalthe law authorizes coun-
ty commissioners, on petition of one-third of
the voters in any county, to levy a tex of
wre-fourth of one mill on the dullar for immi-
gration purposes. In soveral of the counties
says the Northwest Magazine of St Paul, s
movement is on foot to get tho necessary

‘number of signatures und thus to provide a

portiun, at least, of a fund which can be used
for printing and other exponses of the new
movement to bring in more settlers. The
Commorcial merely mentions this as a hint
to the newly formed Western Canade Immi-
gration Association. If a small fund were
raised by the municipalities, particalarly for
looking after immigrants when they arrive
here and assisting them to locate land, it
would no doubt be money well spent.

*
® 3

TBE various societies and organpizations
among the farmers have been busy of late
proposing grades for the future government
of Manitoba wheat, None of these organize-
tions hidve so far come near agreeing in their
proposals. 'The propossl of the Patrons of 1n-
dustry is, that a board, composed of at leart
onc-half prodacars of wheat, should be appoint-
od next fall to fix permanent standards.
They want the followinggrades provided for.
Esxtra hard, No. 1, No. 2 and No. 8
bard, No. 1 and No. 2 Northern, No, 1

*and No: 2 regular and No. 1 and No. 2 re-

jooted. No scoured whoat to be allowed in
tho first twogrades. Tho grades of No. 1 and
two regular would take in low grade stuff,
under No. 8 hard in quality, Tho proposal
to place low grade stuff in No. 1 and No, 2
grades under any name, Tho Commeorcial
considers & mistake. Thoso grades should bo
classod as No. 4 and 5.
* L]

It is roported from Ottawathat the govern-
meont is considering the advisability of placing
a sum in tho estiratos towards the construc-
tion of locks at St. Androw's rapids, in tho
Red river, noar Winnipog. Thisis the work
which the Winnipeg board of trade hasso
persistently pressed upon the government for
years, without any practical results so far.
Tho St. Andrew’s rapids is the only obssruc-
tion to navigation botween Winnipeg city
and Lake Winnipeg and the oxpense of over-
coming this obstruction would be insignificant
in comparison with the great value which the
work would bo to the country. It would
assist vory materially in developing the lum-
ber, fuel, mineral and fishery industries of
Lake Winnipeg and vicininity.

L J * »

A circular, or rather two or three circular
lotters onclosad together reached The Com-
mercial this week, without any nemes
attached, but purporting to come from ** The
Canadian Republican Cammittes.” We

havo not heard anything about this allaged .

committee before, and feel rather inclined to
treat thething as n joke. Wo do not believe
that there is any desire at the presont timo
among the people of Canade to change their
form of government or sever rolationship
with the emgpire.
are contonted, prosperous and free. The
people of no other country in the world
enjoy greater freedom and better protection
than do Canadians. Education is within the
reach of all, and all citizens are equal, under
the law and ontitled to the ssme privileges
and protection. The alleged committes have
goue to o useless expense in distribating theic
cireunlar, which will provoke only & smile of
pity for the senders, from those who receive
it.

Qalifornia Fruit.

Mail advices from San Fraucisco to Febru-
ary 29 were as follows: “Thereisinly a
moderate quaatity of dried fruits left in the
State. Strictly choice or fauncy fruit is hard
to find. The bulk of the peaches ou hand
will grade only good to choice, with a,few up
to fancy. The cold weather East is eroating
& good demand for dried fruits, Peaches are
cleaning up at the low prices, Eastern
evaporated apples, all grades, are reported
from # to ¢ lower, with trade dull and press-
ure boing used to make sales. Export busi-
ness i apples is very light, Apricots are
moving at 8o to 84c for good Royals. Finer
grades not wanted at presant, Reportsreach
us from SantaClara Valley that the Moorpark
orop will be short this season. Prune trees
are in bloom.” i

Concerning the position of pruanes in Cali-
fornia tho Fruit Gruwer, in its 1ssue of Febru-
arv 29th, says: ‘* The last stray lob of north-
ern grown prunes was purchased, earlyin the
week, by a large dealer, and is now in strong
bands. To farther the export trade the
Southern Pacific Compary hus made a
through rate of $1.00 per hundred pounds to
Londnn, and $1.10 to Liverpool and Continent
of Europs. This rate will hold good via

The people of this country’
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Sunset Boute until March 81st. Tho old
rato was $1.25. The holdings on the Coast
wero comparatively lLight, and aroe boand w
go out clean bofore now crop, even under tho
present moderato demand Quar Eastern ad
vices indicate an 1mproved demand. but at
pr-cos somewhat below the prosent lay-down
cost of goods. Wo learn, from Chicago, that
thero is an offurt being made on this Coast to
cornor the pruno market, We doubt if a
corner in prunes is contomplated at this time,
There may bo some concert of action on tho
part of the few largo holders rogarding f.0.b.
eales, but that is about as far asit gues, A
littls firmness ot this ond of the line will have
& very beneficial effect upon the consigned
gocdd held in the East, There aro five mon-
ths in which to market and consume the
stock of prunes on hand. The weatber
througbout the East and West is very cold
and deep snow covers the ground 10 all diroc-
tions, This is ideal dried fruit weather, and
wo look for a guod ;onsumptive demand '

A Suggestion.

A correspondent wrote someo time ago to s
Montreal paper as follows: A practical way
for the Canadian Pacific Railway to help the
Northwest farmers and encourage settlors
would be by the establishment of potato starch
works at central points; these works could
also produce other starches and farinaceous
foods that conld bear higher freights than
wheat, eto. Potato spirit is made in large
quantities iu Belgium and Germany. It was
imported into England for manufacturing
purposes, It is an aleohol of good quality,
and is smw.ble for all purposes that alcohol
is used for, in fact, its chemical constituents
are identical. ‘lhe price was about 24 conts
per gallon, so that it can bo produced very
cheaply. After experimenting on the quan-
tity of supesflous moisture that a potatc con-
taius, I find that sliced and dried the loss in
woight is 78 per cent., therefor 10U pounds
potatoes are reduced to27 pounds net. I en-
close you & sample slice—these chips would, I
think be suatablo far hotel use for fried ohips ,
can give you further sample i. you lke, it
may be part of the futare food supply. One
hundred pounds of sliced carrots are reduced
by drying to 17 pounds net, sample enclosed.
If this can be utilized it will be au immense
advantage to remote points. If we are to be
& manufacturing country we need a plentiful
food supply, at remunerative prices to the
growers, Potatoes and carrots could also be
machine grated and dried ; I presume the loss
by avaporation would be about the same, but
kave not, aried.

Silver,

Tho silver market has been strong to steady
all week, The London quotation for bars
advanced from 81 8-16d. per ounce to 813d.
and receded to 81 5-16d. The New York
market rose correspondingly ‘from 68}e. to
683c. SBilver prices on March 6 were: London
81 5-16d. New York 68kc.

D S ——

Tho cheese inarket on spot is quict, says
the Montreal Gasette, of March 5, but it'is
understood that a lot of new business has
been trausacted over the cable. In all, ono
or two leading holders have closed out about
15,000 boxes.” The terms for this business
ware private, but it is unlerstood to be clase
to ruling quotations, the goods comprising
both summer and fall makes. Thisreduces
the stock on spot to very moderste dimen-
sions, In this connection, another dealer
claims to have offors of & line « £ 4,000 from
the country, but nothing isknown for cer-
taid. In a nominal way we quote snot prices
8c for ‘summer and 8% to 9c for fall




