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The Premium System.

The so-called prominm system, which origin.
ated about ten years ago in the west, has now

been tried by a large number of grocers in New
York auod vicinity. The system consista in giv.
ing a present to a customer after ho has bought
goods for cash up to & certain amount. These
amounts aro generally fixed eithor at §25 or
250. The presonts given are usually chesp
books, albums, a Waterbury watch, a dozen
silver-plated spoons, or some other sitver-plated
goods. Tho articles given away aro supposed
to be worth from §3 to & or more, but may be
bought at less than $l. In order to know
when the necetsary amount of goods has been
bought, the custoner receives a card, on which
the amount of every purchase is marked or
¢ punched out.”

n order to ascertain to what oxtent this
plan of advertising benofits the retail grocer,
tho writer mado enquiries in assveral stores
whero tho system {8 in use, Some of tha store-
keepers who had tried the system wero in fuvor
of it under certain conditions, while others
were very much opposed to it. Oune grpcer in
& German distriot, on Avenuo A, claimed that
he had inoreased his wezkly sales more
than $100, but how much he had increased
his actusl profits he was not prepared
to say, To the argument that he was kiving
away from 4 to 5 per centof his profits to the
customers receiving the presents, he replied
that it would still leave him nearly 10 per ceat
not profits, and as his general expenses were
not increased by the exira business done, he
thought ho was makiog nearly $10 extra every
week. And thev be remarked that a number
of the new customers he had made by his ia.
ducements might atay with him after be had
discontinued the syste.n.

Sevaral others, however, claimed to be dircot
losers by using the premium system. Une man
said that he bad not procuied o stpgie customer
by it, and a8 he was giviog presents to his aid
customers, he was lusiog all he bad paid for
the premiums, Another man said that his
customers did not want any presents, because
they were to well off aud too proud to accept
gifts which were not good enough for them.

The conclusivns to whien chese euquiries
lead are that the premwum system way be
of some benefit to u grocer i a diztrict 1n-
hsbited by the poorer classes, but it is uttedly
impractical in a better neighburhood.

Those who derive the greatest beuefit from
it are the proprietors of new stores, who thus
advertise thewrr store in the mneighborhuvod.
Much depends, also upon the manuver-1u wuich
the system is intioduced, 1huse who dis.
tribute the cards only in their atore, aud
thus give them only to their own custumers,
simply wasts their money.

The pruper way 10 auvertise the system is to
pat the cards on which the presents are promt-
8ed into the hands of every housekeeper su the
neighborhood. This can be dowe 1n severar
Waye, Sume grocers have their ¢l rks or a boy
iu the nesghboihood go to every fumily to de-
liver the carde, sud some even send the cards
by mail.  For this'purpose thry must first pro-
oure the address, ‘Uhis 18 someumes very uitli-
cult. A simple way to vbiain the addiesses ot
the prople 1o the neghberhood is 10 buy the
eliction list of the ascewlny duriet 1 whieh
the stwre is located,  Tno elicuon tisv of uny
district muy be bought fur tive cents, It con-
tai.s the nemes o} every registered vowe. 1o
aums houses the names of the faauttes way be
fuund over the I tier boxea.

But, after all, it is best to think twice before
ioiroducing the premium system.—C, H. K. 10
Retail Qrocers’ Advocate.
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Bleeding Bread.

Contiderable dismiay was caured in Epgland
duting the recent hot weather by the app.ar-
avco of blood stains in bread, and aleo m toiled
potatues, rice und other turinaceous substauces.
o superstitious times thia :omewbas rare

'

phonomenon was regarded as a miraclo, but
modern science has shown that it is duo to ths
growth of a microscopic plant, which is kvowo
to -some, according to De. M. C. Cooke. as
miciococcus prodigiosus, and to others as Lacil-
lus prodigiosus, 'The truc explavation of the
ternfying blutches was fiest pointed out by a
Paduan naturalist in 1819, The same produo.
tion was scen near Berlio by Khrenberg in
1848, at Rouen by Dr, Camille Montaigue in
the samo year, and was tirat recorded 1n Britain
in 1853, About 1886 an epidemic visitation on
tho Uontinent was attributed to this source.
Carmine.-red patches, capable of staining the
fingers, appeared on covked meat during the
pight, and varicus articles of food wero simi-
larly atfected until, after about thrce months,
thio epidomio suddenly ceased on the ndvent of
» lower tomperature, Freaenins found tho in-
dividual organisms to be round or oval cells not
more than 1 2,000 to 1 4,000 of a line in diam.
etor. They develop only in the dark, and
when kept continuously at a temperature of
100 degiees F. their color is gradualiy lost.

The Briti;h GT*ain Trads.

The ILondon cable report for the week
ended Feb, 10, says:—Tho weather has been
mild duriag tho past week aund the crop outlook
is satisfactory. The Wheat markes has been
quiot and the United Kiogdom demand has
been poor with prices easy. Thero was somo
French demand for cargoes arrived. La Plata
Wheat wes quieter, and Ausiralien ir agow
offering in the parcel trade with poor irde.
American Wheat is sclling at prices below the
record ; Indian aod Australian are depressed
and spot business isalow. Koglah {s qaoted
at 8d. cheaper ; fcreign was hard to seli. Lal.
foroin nfloat was quoted at 20s. 3d. and hacd
Munitoba prompt was quoted at 26s. Fiour
was slow and easy to buy; shippers were
steady. No. 1 Mioncsota Bakers' went at
16s. 6d. to 17a. fid.

Live Stock Markets.

At the Montreal stovk yurde the receipis of
live stock tor week ending February 10, were :
646 cattie, 70 sheep, 1935 hogs, S2 calves ; total
for week, 588 cattls, 370 sheep, 195 hogs, 82
calves; on had 7 cattle, Owing to the seasoun,
trado was not very brisk; everything suld, but
prices paid wers omy fuir. Laght receipts ot
live hogs, pricesa’ out the same.  Sheop, 1ambs
and catves of goou qualiry sell well. We quote
wne fol'owing us bewg fair volues: Caitle,
butchurs’ gaou, 33 to 4u; va tle, butchers’ me.
dium, 3 o 34c; cattle, buwhers’ culls, 2§ to 33
lambs, 4 to 4ic; hogs, 5} to 5v; lulves, 36
to S12,

Flax Experimems in North Dakota.

The North UDakota experiment stativn
has been, aur ng the past year, conductiog
sowe interesting experimenmts with flax, ovoe
ot the liadivg products «f that state,
says the Swux city Jouwrnal Io tried
flax fiom B.lglum eecd, which it re
ports as growing truin 35 10 40 juches tall aud
yicloivg atout 3,800 pounds of uunthrashed
straw when grown for seed. Wnoen sown
thickly nnd grown for Hivre it grew 43 iuches
tall and mado & most exc Htent, tine, lovg nbre
‘I'ne flas plant seems to be pecuniar 1o tats, thut
where 10 is grown fur seed aluuw for 4 number
of years it turms vhe habit of short, bushy
growtb, and when the seed is taken from pluoty
that huve been sown thick aud grown for tibre,
It atretches up spproximatesy to the fibre
teugeh, The Belgiumn seed suwn on the swl
of Nourth Dukota secins to giow oven longer
then 0 ily native humne wheto 32 tuches s a
gova levgint  Toe great wants ot the fax -
dusty arc 8 machine thas will pull Hax satis
1astunly aud avoiher tnav will thrash 10 econ
omically without teartng the fibre vo picces.

With these two machines invented, ang they
will be fu time, the flax industry will take on
a genuine brom in cruntries peculiarly adapted
to ita production, a3 are northwestern Iowa,
Minnesota and the Dakotas,

The Dominiva Governmeat has intimated to
the president of the dlanitoba Dairy associa-
tion that it will extend assistance to o series of
meotings to bo held next summer to further
the dairy interests,

The great decline in silver may be {llustrated
by the following news item: **Counterfeit
silvor dollars mado of pure silver, and therefore
of a better quality than the genuine, were found
ofloat lsst week in Ciucionati, Ohio. Aside
from a slight flaw in the mil fog, the coin cuuld
not be tola from the genuine. At tho present
prico of silver, counterfeiting with even puro
silver gives tho counterfeitor & profit of over
40 cents on every dollar.”

A Loudon cable says:—The imports from
Canada show & romarkahle increaso during
Januury. Thoy totalled £173,049, en increate
of 135 per cent. compared with the imports for
the corresponding period last ycar. WWheat
advanced to £12,000 ; bacon, £15,004; checee,
£€21 000; fish, £31,600; and wood, £20,000,
No eggs or animals were entered during the
wmonth, The exports to Caunda during Jan.
uary from Great Brilain totalied £351,111, a
decreasc of 10 per cent.

A Remarkable Experimunt,—The novel ele-
ctroscope of E. C. Rumington, an Euglish
¢'ectrician, is especially interesting on acconnt
of its generativn of Iight by a very small
mechanical effure. A [ shaped tube avout tive
inchies long, hes ite air exhausted by aw-pump,
aid is 3h-n sotated bLevween the finger and
thumb, or by a #mail motor, Ua vrimginga
rubber ebunite or glass rud near, aset of double
fan shaped images of light appcar 14 the tube,

Value of Hands and Fingers.—The compara-
tive valuo of the hunds and fingers is fixed in a
scale of the Miners’ Unions and Miners’ Insur-
ance cotnpanies of Germany. The loas of both
hands is reckoned as a depreciation in working
capacity of 100 per cent ; of the right haod, 70
to 80 per cent, varving with occupation ; left
hand, 60 to 70 per cent ; thumb, 20 to 30 per
cent; nght furcfiuger, 14 to 18 per cent ; 1-ft
foretinger, 8 to 13.5 per cert; third fiuger,
least in value, 7 to 9 per cent ; little finger, 9
to 12 per ceant.

Tao Halifax Critic. which has built up a
reputation us the cxponvat of the miuning,
mauufacturioy and commercial interests of the
maritime provinces, is to enter up n and ad-
vanced Beld of urefulness, and makes its last
appenrance as 7he Critic with its issue of Feb.
ruary 9ih, haviog beeu ansorhbed by a lumted
compiny with amnple capital and ivfluence to
mamtain and rapidly promno e the hygn simaq of
the founder of that journul Lo wili hercaflter
appear as the Canadian Culliery Guardian, and
Jounal of the Irou aud Sterl Lrudes. \When
pad in allvance the subscription price will be
81, otherwise §1 50,

Glass Biicks —Experimenta with glass bujld.
ing vricks were begun n 1891 by M. Fatcouter,
un architect of Lyons. 1nese bricks are ho'low,
beiug blown like bottler, und are giwven forms
—auch as cubes, hexsgons, etc., ~nat permig
of ready laying. A uitumisous cemeat, with
a basts of aspualt, 18 used with them, The
buicks serve 8 doutle windows, giviug protect-
10a against buth cold aud heat; they are good
insulators of humidity and auvive; acd they
lend themselves readily to the decoration of

"bwildings either by theic form or thetr color.

Many applications are forestea. I'ne bricks
ure neater thsn marble in meat markets, and
are especially alapted for bath halis, hot-
houres, hospitsls, refrigerating establishments,
and buildiugs 1n which absence of windows
would bé an advantage. A ho. house uf glass
bricks is of about ordinary cost, saves fuel, and
resists hail,



