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Tho Halifax Amateur Deamatio Club mot on Monday evening at tho
Halifax Hotel. A number of well known aclors and aciresses woro
presont, and about furty mombers enrolled their names  The club do-
cided to givo o wories of fhree performances this wintor, in January,
Fobruary and March  Of cvnrae the playe to be produced have not yot
beon dacided on, or tha charitable objects to which the club intend to
dovote the proceeds. Great things are expected, and tho publie, romombor.
ing tho suceess of the theatricals in aid of the Schoul of Art and Design
that took place lust year, will lovk furward o secing many of those who
distinguiehed themselves then, s well ns sutio new faces, bohind the foot-
lights this winter The members, after discussing mnany husiness pointa,
broke up, expressing thanks to Consul-Geaeral Pholan and Mr. Hessloin,
to whom they wero indebted for the uso of the parlers for tho ovo(t;ing.
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COMMERCIAL,

No marked featuves have been developed sinco our last report as regards
the state of trade. In some sectivns heavy falls of snow have oceurred but
in othexs bare ronds, cithor slushy or frozen mnto ruts thut are uncomfortable
at least, and sotetimes dangerous to drive over, have seriously intorfered
with the delivery of goods ordered and tho reception of ordors.  Despito
theso drawbncks a fair yolume of trade has beon accomplishad which will,
doubtless, be largely augmontoed as ** harder” weather succowds,

Bradstreet's report of the week’s failures:

Weck Prev. Wecks corresponding to

Dec. 7. wee ———=lec, i-——— Talitron for the year to date,
1828 18988 1887 1886 1880 888 1857 56 1835
United States.. 273 461 238 200 204 0439 ST 062 10,618
Canada........ & 34 20 20 2 1,601 1,204 1,108 1,201

‘Tho following aro the Assignments and Business Changes in this Pro-

« vince during the past week :—dJolin S. Jones, music dealer, tlalifax, closed

out by Sheriff; Thos. Lindsay, genl store and lumber, Bulmont, N, 8.,
assigned ; A. S. McLean, (Istate of) G. S., Summerville, N. S., advortised
for sale by auction.

Dry Goops.—Vory little improvement may bo looked for in the whole-
sale trado until after the advent of the New Year. Somo sorting orders
come in slowly but they are not up to the usual and expected mark. ~ Cotton
goods are rather sluw and prices cuntinue to rule low. In woollen goods
2 bettor feoling provails and a decided improvement is confidently
predicted with the oponing year. An advance is looked forward to asa
certainty in sympathy with the advanco of tho price of the raw material and
the probability of its further appreciation.  Millinory and fancy goods in
the retail departments are doing a very satisfuctory trade. Remuttances are
roported to be slow, but this is usual at this season of tho year.

InoN, Harpwane axp Merars —The market for pig irun continues firm
with an advancing tendency in prices.  Cumparativ ly little is doing just
now in the local market. Warrants 1u Glasgow ute tirm and advancing,
baving moved up 8d. during the wech to 428, t0 425, 1d. At Middlesbor-
ough No. 1 foundry G. M. B. is quoted at 33s. 9d. Londun cables aro :—
“Spot tin £100. 2s. Gd., thice months futures £100, 153 ; market dull,
Chili bars spot £77.10s.; futures £78. G. M B. cuppor £77. 10s.; futures
£78. Soft Spanish lead £13. 25, 6d.” The Unued States iron aud steel
markets are quiet Lat firm, and 1ust manufacturers allegs that they have
sufficient orders in hand to heep their muds going through the winter wuh
fall furces of wuikers.  This 1 ahisput iy rue as 1egands steel raus and
ather steel and 1run guuds 1 quiced fur the constiucuon and the mant-n-
tennnce of the vast Dot work ol tanways thatas rapndiy ioteriacing the whole
of that portion of the continent.

Ireavsturrs —Owing tu largo stocks held and free offurings for

which thete war hale demand, the lueil floar market has been weak
Beerbohu's cable siys:— Cargoes off coast - whest quiet byt steady ;
sorn nil.; do on pussage and tur slspment, wheat stoady ; coru quiet
Culifornian wheat of} cunst 403 3d 10 HUs 6., do proptly to be shipped
403 3d.; vearly due 39s. 91  Liverpoos : whneat, spot, stely 5 curu do,
strong, Liverpuol. mized iz 43 9. Eugish conntry markets quister
Wheat in Paris quieter at 46s December, 40 30 Junnary  Fiour 10 Punis
firm ; 378, Decomber, Liverpoot . Calfutma wheat weaker, 73 dd
December; 78 114d Janunry and Febraary ; 88 Morch and April  Liver-
poul wixed maze brm, 4s. 5d Decenbe:, 45 7d. January ; 4s. 33d
February ; 4+ 334 March.  Autwerp. sy ot wheat quiet.”  Tho tons of tno
Chicago wheat marhet was weak and paiees steaduy declned  There has
been a fuir amount of activity ardd coustderablo trading was accompished ;
quotativns were $1.04F Jau'y, 81 W6F May.  In cutn the feeling wax weaker
and prices declined to 353 w nts Janu.y, 5} ¢ ms February, 373 cens
May. Oats wero steady at 26} cents January, 244 cents May. Thae Mon-
treal Trade Bulletin says: —** Not many weeks ayge the miilers west of Toronto
were payiug $1 20 to &1 22 fur Canudared winter wheat, and dming the
past week or ten daya farmers have bern rushing in supplies to the millsat
such a rapid rate that prices have dropped 20 21.02, §1 and 98¢, at which
prices the millers took hu d liberally, snd have now sufficient tu iast them
for some timo  In Mamituba, huwcever, the declino hma heen still moro sig-
nificant, now No 1 hard selling a8 high as £1 13 to $1 17, whilst tv day 82¢
to 85c¢. are tho quoted prices, shuwing a deciive in & very short periud of 3le
to 32¢ per bushel. New No. 1 hmd spring has been vffered vn this market
recently at 1.25 withont buing taken. Theto is a Jot of about 80.U00
bushels of No. 1 hard Mavitoba in olovator hore for which 21 40 was refused,
but which to day is only worth &1 25, showing a nieg of 12000, As
regnrds flour, the matket will wholly depend upun tha future course of
wheat, At the moment prices are easy aud the demand dull bat dualers
are Jooking for good snow roads when thoy confidently oxpect a decided

Lindepondent of shipmonts from this side of the Atlantic.

improvomont both in the volume of business, and prices, Duting the past
weak, howover, it is aaid that a large millor hns sold eity strong bakors at 86,
and sowmo atate that vvon that figuro has booa shaded, Privatoadvicos from
Minnoapolis stato that millora thore hold as much wheat as thoy can well
enrry, ab higher yrices than could bo obtained for it to-day, Ona tho other
hand, it is roporfod that Euglish Luyers are bidding 2s. per sick advanco
for large quantitios of Minnesota patents, nnd that one largo sale of 15,000
encks lins heen mado by a Minneapolis mill.” A fow days ago o fino samplo
of n steamer cavgo of 80,000 bushels of Russian * Azitna" wheat was
reesived,  ‘Tho berries ave longor althongh less plump than Canmlian, but
thoy are not in the loast shrivelled, and aro said to Lo glutinous, and
admirably adapted for roller mills. The cargo from which tho above
samplo was taken cost 36s Gd. por quarter ox qunay Glasgow, und from this
wheat British millers are onablod to produce a patent flour at 31s 6d. to
32s, Gil. por 280 1ha., which yiolds them n handsome profit, whilst Minuno-
sola patents would cost 42s por 280 lbs. c.i.f., Glasgow, In addition to
this, Hungarian merchants aro throwing on tho Eunglish marketa their fino
Theiss Vallay whent at 42s. to 438 por quartor, and Australinn shipporas are
sonding their white wheats at 40s. Gd. to 42s. per quarter  With so many
sources now to draw their supplies from, British millors nre feeling more
The Russian
wheat above refurred to is gaining in favor overy day, owing to ita excellent
valuo ns compared with other foreign wheats. Tho sample of this wheat
hae beep inspectod by several grain morchants, who pronounce it n dangor-
ous competitor with tho Canadian and Amorican product.

Purovisions,—Tho local provision market has continued quiet and no
jmprovement is oxpected until the weather turns colder, whon the domand
is likely to improve  Tho eall for pork hins buen slow and only a small
johbiny husiness has boeon transactad at steady pricos. Lawd was quict and
steady. In Livorpool pork was unchangoed at 823 6d ; lard was strong and
advanced 9d. to 47s. 9d.; breon was wealk and declined Gd. to 49s. 6d. to
40s. Gd, Thoe Chicago provision market was fairly active and strong and
prices ndvancod somowhat, Late quotations wore :—Pork $13.67% January ;
S14.073 May. Lard was strong and moved up to 38.07% Jnnuary ; 38,174
May. Thera was a stronger tone to the hog market and prices advanced
5¢. to 10c.

Burrer —The market for choizo creamory is firm and ontsido figures are
obtainablo for really choico qualities. Thase, howover, ars vory difficult to
find, asalarge proportion of the make this fall was oot fino enough for
oxport. This is accounted for by the excossively wot weather which was
unfavorablo to butter making.

Cutese.~The market continues firm undor a good steady demand from
the other side, which is nhead of anything over beforo experionced at this
time of the year, which is usunlly the quictest of the wholo scason.

Arpres.—Never bofore in the history of the apple trado was such aglut
of supplies flung amonyg the markets on both sides of tho Atlantic as at
presout, and it is thuuzht that soveral weeks must clapso beforo a clearance
can be eflected. Cable advices from Liverpool on \Weduesday reported
sales of good Baldwins and Spies at 9s. to 1ls. with the market sick and
declining, ‘Ono of our largo shippers infurmed us that about 8,000 bbls.
of frostad apples wore on tho way to Livorpuol from Portland alonoe, and
that a largo quantity shipped frotm Buston was in the sume condition. Ship-
pors, therefor dread the result of these damaged lots going on tho English
market, and more unfavorable ‘rotarns are looksd for. A Landon buyer
advanced 31 por bl on o larga tot of apples hook-d on a thronsh bill of
lading ! um tho west by the 3. 8§ Pomeratan. bt the apples ¢rall uot ho
put ot guatd. and wers frozm as bl as cannon balis oo the whaf  Sales
uf frozen fruit have been mulein this morket at 43¢, to 31 pae bbl. and
of round lut« of good to chuice at. S1 35 to 81.50. It i3 saiil that 3150 is
tho highest price that can bo had for a round lut of chuica varietios, althoush
somo bulders aio holding at $175. 1413 ertimatend that the stogks in store
us Monreal are ahvat =5 000 Lbls, alihongh some b-lieve there aro more.
One of vur ubdest aud tichest appls dealers mule the following remark a fow
daysago . —* This is o most eatraondinary apple your, aml we have sll got
bitten through parving tuo high prices.”  Magieding the Eglish market,
a Llage Liverpool fiom writes as follows : = The arrival of two Lirgacirtoes
yeaterday from Bustun proved tou mnch for our market, and uvrico< had at
lerg b togive way.  Buston Buldwius sold frealy at 8« 941, 93 G4, 10<. and
11s, Gd. tor really guud frait, and with the prospect of 60,000 to 70 000 duo
tor next week, wo dy not see mugh chance of wny immadiats recovery. Now
Yotk fruit particiy ated in tho decline.  Baldwins mulo 103 61 to 11s Gl
A grot deal of poor aml wasty siull is also coming forward. and this does
mote damaga to prices than anything olss.  Buyurs are afraid 1o bay wuon
they sco such quautitics of wasty apples and will not bid fur auy butchuico
lot.” ‘

Driev Fruirs.—A Montreal exchango says that hovy lo:ses have been
made tins seasun iu that market in Valoncia raising  Wu quote :—* Owing
1o the large supplies of Valoncin ristos in this market and the indutfurent
quaiity of a large poruon thereof through being rarn-lamaged, prices have
sustatoed a further deciuo, the stle of o lot of 2,600 bozes having trans.
pired at 43¢, the quality of which was not very desirablo, although a short
timo since tho same fruit would have realized 5%c. The very choicest
brands of Valoncia raisios uro offered ot 5ic., in lots of 260 hoxes, but
buyers do nut appear to be willing to give over 5}s. Thoro were threo
direct steamors recoived here Iast fall with good sizod cargoos of Valencia
fruit. The Dracona's cargu came in firat, dulivories from whish were masde
at 6}c, to G3c. Thon camo in the Barcelona, when siles wero mads as 5ie.
tv 5gc.  The lust cargo was on the Aleona, & portion of which sold at 4c.
to Hic. Imposters alnut that they have lust considerably on thdir hrst
purchascs, whilst some of the consignments which followed have so far



