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THIE IIQLY COAT 0P TIIEVES.

Htum the Londit Unjue,'se.
Titi. Protestant ani inlidel preas are a£ this moement busv over

the pilgrinlis \V11 lire about to visit Treves, anti also over whattli'y
wil sec ani wlint thecy wilI do0 wlien thiey get tiiere.

The hieretical scenery lias been tlîoroughily patclicd up1, andI ail
the old richietty fixings cobbled togethier for the ptirpose of repro-
duletion.

Tlhe iîlpiety. the scolling, alla the inventions of 1844 willhle
repeated in 1891, tîtougli die blasplheîuing will perhaI»ý bc coairser
alla the wvit more feeble and more dîull, for the invention of your
hiabituali înoclier does neot nulprove with age.

W*e have scarcely any tiiîe at liresent to waste upon the wiekedI(
trashi of puzrzle liîaded penyahur , of course, ind tîteir
interest iii putting to«,etherzas înuiehi as they' cau uponi a subjeet
wihichi thiey knlow wilI be sure to set Protestatitisîn staring wviti
eycs alla îîîouth wîde opeil.

lewever, we will stop) anl instant to notice that the lie whtieli
al)ieare(l in the .StandardI as to tile sacristan niahking dilliculties
%vhen its correspoudent wislied to sc tile lloly Coat bias been
repeated in tie Rork, and %vill probably (Io service in ail the
jonrnals of the saine intelleettial calibre throng-hoît the country.

Trhe SI(taril quote.4 in depreciation of the eVieîe inccpor
of the relie the phrase of Gibbon, "Albîîlfttrg-ius vottches for
Abulféda, but who ivill voucli for Abulfargiuis

The quotation lias iiot the least applicability iii the present
instance, but %vlîat does tlint .sigifiv %when shallowv sinartiiess
alda iot trath is xwhat is iiiost desircd iii the lirst place?

We venture to thinki, hiowever, that this saine sort of reason-
ing is littie short of Conclusive against tItis offeîîding journal
itself. For instance, if we put£ it tlîuis:

Th'le Standard vouehes for its Berlin correspondent, but lo
will vouicl for the Standard!

Andi now to bruisli aside ail these wvater flies, alla to, do env
best te for--et thei, wliile wpe bcstow our attention upon a sub-
jeet for 'vhieh ticn are neithier intellectuallv nor înorally
readv.

Tie towns of Treves and Argenteuil possess cacli of thoîn a,
turne ivhiicl tradition inaintains %vas wvorn by our lessed Lord.

Minute investigations mîade soine thirty ,vcars ago j)revedl that
cait] of tilese garînents înay %vell lie held iii veneration as hiaving
beionged to christ.

It is certain thtat. the long robe preserved anla vcnerated at
Treves is not siniilar iii iniahk te thlat at Argenteuil.

The formier was tie irst to be brotiglit te Europe, being sent
by St. Hlelena to Agritius, ]3ishiop of rr.ev.es, thon eue of the
first cities of the empire, alla the place of residence of tie West-
cr> Einperors mnail Uhe cnd of Uic fourth ece.tury.

Tradition fron the earliest tinies, aud written evidenlc freux
the eieventh ceîîturv, wvhich records the fact of the coîîstauev of
the tradition, agree as to the autienticity of this relie.

Professor Marx, at the rcquest of tie Arclibisliop of Treves,
publislhed a voluiinious wvork ceutaiiig the hiistory of the lioly
robe, iniv hich lie cxpiaiiis Uie absence of auicielit documents in
regard te it by the faut tliat forînerly in te Western Clitirei it
ivas net tîsuai to transfer rclies, or even to toucli tuent, but tixat.
as a ruie, tlîey wvere carefuiiy iiidden up.

He ailudes, hiowever, co a, diptych in iverýy-a %vork- of the'
Period hiinowin as the - declino "-which reprcsciits the introduc-
tion of tMis relie iute Treves alla its rcceptioiî by St. Hlenca.

li Ulic year 1196 the Arclibishop Jolii1, duriing soie riepairs
in the catiiedral, (liicovered the casket containing the lly Coat.
H1e caused Lt to bc piaced uiîder the ii ait4îr, wvhero it vo-
niained until 1512. During the Frenehi alla Germa> wars it wvas

carefuilly iîidden at Elirenbreitstein ani elsewiiere, alla finallY
wvas restored te ireves iii 1810.

At thiat date inore thaii 200,000 pi]-rinn tlocked to thxe City,
anxd iii 1844., Mien il %vas again exposed te the i'eneratiox ofthîe
faitliftîl, tVie nuinher of pilgrîîns excceeded al nmillion.

'lhîe following are thic chef î)articuiars relatiîig, te the seconid
robe-that preslerved at Argenteuil.

St. Gregory of Tlours <sixtll centLury) teIls uis that titis tunic
was carried te a city ef Galatia, a, province ef Asia Minor. It
mvas tliere î)iîced iii the Basilica, of theu Areliaîgels. F rein tiience
it wvas rarried te Ja., Jviî th esa oarel invadcul Ar-
meniin, destroving, ail the Clitarces.

St. Gregory receivcd these details froin a Bisiîop, Sinîeonl, wlio
caine te Tours iii the year 591.

'1hrve years Inter bhe relie %vas carricd Nvitlî imachl solt-mlnityV
to Jerîîsaieîii luy bte three patriarclis-J'loiis of Jerusaieiii,
John of Conistantinople, anid G3regory of Antiochi. 'l'went ycars
afterivards it wvas borne off te 1)rsin, togeblier %vith the truc
cross, b)v (ChIosroes Il. (6141).

HIoelitis recovercd it, and i 627 traiisferred it lirst te Col'-
stantiliopie, tieuî te Jertusalt, wliere, fearing a fumblier profana-
tioni, lic at lcngiffi sent it Once iiiore te- Coîstantinlople.

Vie Enîplllress Irelle, on thle occasion of senldiig soitie rieli pre-
sents te Chiarlemiagune, enclosed ainngst ttein the Iloly 'luii.

'Thie Eniperor, whlo liad a sister anîd îîiete mn tie CojiVexît ait
Argeiteuil (a dcpeiidency of the Abbey ef St. Dienis) resolved te
enrnci tisrius lieuse witii the treasure senît Iiiim frein the
East. 'flc relie was acodigvtriislatcd( witl ail soleiiinity
te Argentbeuil iii August, 800.

W~e iiay observe liero t1mb Charleumagne, se far frein beiiig a,
wecak, credulous eharacter, ierp tilin olîce ini Ils ceapitlalries
is feund forbiddimig the veneration ef the relies of martyrs wliiciî
Nyere douhtful (G:îerin.)

li 8.57, nt the Norînan inivasionî, bhe couvent wvas dcserted by
the mnis, Nvliie tool, the precautien te cemiceal thie relie îvitii
the wall of tîmeir cliapel.

It %vas recovcrcd in 1156, anid bhc %vritings attestiiig ils autiieii-
ticity and detailing its history %vere verified by Louis VIL., the
eiergy, alla the chie! civil autiioritics. Iii 14835 bhe lieu-ald of
Alphoense, Eing of Arragoit, wrete . <' 1 hiave seen the glirnent
ivIiici is lireserveti at Argenteuil, a plice îiear Paris."

li 1529 tliis lioly relie -%vas the object of a, publie. solen.uility
describeui by Doîîî Michael F-elibren. Iii 1680 Mary of Lorcaiiîe

presiîte iLsilver-gilt cashet covercdl %vith precieus stenes, in
wvhicl the relie wvas enclosedl.

In 1854, at the coininand o! ]>ius IX., the cure of Argenteuil
carried te Romne a sîiail portion o! titis relie (about fifieceuiti-
muletres.

I3otii Treves alla Argenteuil pessess bhe garnietits %worn by
our Blessed Lordl-te one the lonîg, outsido robe %veveî o! fine
iinen ; bte otlier the titiie %viieutseauxi wvee of caine's liai.
1-ere %ve imust pause fer the preseiit.

A document oigbyv the naine O! tIhe dipbeia, o! Pope Syl-
vester, is discuissed by ai writers on bte relie, In it Popec Y,-
vester (314-335) coiifers on the ArclilIibîlîo f Treves ecclesiasti-
cal pre-ci ieice over tic Gauis alld Geriiiaîs, "* in lioner of titis
city being the homte ef Exupress Helenma, whio eîmriclicd its chiurci
by' preeîiîs relies, auiiongst tlucit te iùinica of Our Lord." New,
lie original of sucli a docuniit is kiîowi te exist, but it is ini-
tiônîed iii the above nanieci Gesta Treririprum about the year 1100,
alla whiat tiiere *s given as a verbatini copy cf thme diplomua, is n0w
take» h itle bestauitiiorities as being ,writben itehiîpVan
siail, ivlio occupi<d tic Sce of Tre% es iii the ahl cent-ary, alla as
«I .viîîg the original, mîotwordt fer word, but oiîlyiii bstauîce. Thîis
bcing se. it wvouid bo a valuable proof titat iii the fiftiî century it
wvas aL germerai traditionî tbat the tunica 'vas ut Treves.


