380

I'I2 VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

[Aveusr 10, 1875

tack. The alarm was given by the guard
boat opéning fireon the enemy’s boats which
were both soon heard.  DParachute lighta
were then fired by the Royal Artitlery, and
tha cnemy’s boats were clemly discerned,
The guns and small arms then opeued a
deadly fire, and thé parachiute lights were
continued to be fired at the ercmy's boats,
whodid not succeed in doing snyharm to the
submarine mine. Signal parties were pluced
in Fort Mcnckton and Gilkicker btirtltery in
such a way as not to be dlsgex{péd by the at
tacking porty, and messages were reccived
from time to time as to the coudition of the
mine. The signal apparatus used was the
very conveaient little lime light apparatus
lately. introduced inte the Service and in-
vented by Quartermaster Sergeant Walker,
R.1s. The defence was under the direction
of MajorStockley, R E ,thesuperintendingoffi
cer of Royal Engineer experiments at Stokes
Bay, who hag charge of the numerous and
importent experiments in submarine de-
feaces, including the Qberon,which are duily
being carried on under the direction of the
War Department, who aré now fully aware
of the growing hmportanee of a properly or

ganized force for the defence of the United
Kingdom. Tue whole of the 33ith Compauy
Submarina Miners, under command ot Cap-
tain G. M. Collings, R. E., with Licutenants
Chermside, Beunett, and Kaight, are now
quartered in Fort Monckton, and employed
exclusively on these imiport .t experiments
The resuit of Tharsd:y's experiments is
greatly in favour of submarine mines as =
defentive weapon, and although the attack
was led in the most approved way, and had
the advantage cf being under the direction
of the most experienced officers of our navy
in matters connected with torpedoes,—ay-
tain Kinger, KA, ‘the’ pfestdent-of the ‘Ad

mirality Torpedo Committee, assisted by
ofticers specially trainsd under Capt, Fisher,
R.N.,—they were not guceesstul in destroy-
ing the submirine defences, although the
mecans used for illuminating the channel
were very feeble in comparison with the
eledtric light, which would be mwude use of
for this purpose in sctaal warfare.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for
individuat expressions of opinion in communi-
oulions addressed to the VOLUNTLER REvIEw

on———

“Tho Aldershot Manoeuvrres.”

To the Editor of the VoLUNTEER REVIEW,
Dear Sir,— Thinking it may interest some
of your readers to know somathing about
the troops engaged in these m:noouvres or
‘‘ summer drille’’ as they sre now cslled, I
write you-a:few lines of personal experience,
First of all; as regards the weather, to call it
bad is nothing ; such constant rain, d=y and
night, I never eaw, thie eamps ure bogs, tnd
the tentis simply pools of water, everybody
is drenched to the skin, and many have to
stand up all night, ratler th-n iie down in
a morass, Notwithstanding the spirits of
the troops have never been depressed, and
all"z'l_l;"e‘\‘v‘fas cheery &s possibie, slthough an
extraardmary amount of ¢xtra labor iias
been rendeped necessury by the bad weather.
Secondly, a8 regards the force itself soine
25,000 man ~ré engaged, not picked regi:
ents or mien, but just as they cote, Cav-
Artillery, and Infintry, with meny

young soldiers enlisted too for short service,

Now I'll tell you what I have seen them do,

and oull them after this a ‘ weedy lot” if
you like, I never wish to see a finer set of
fellows. On a very warm day two Divisions
under Sir Henry de Bathe, .marched from
Aldershot to Woolnier 17 miles, and Kingsley
12 miles to encamp, out of 10,000 men all
in heavy marching order, with full equip-
ment, 17 men only fell out oo the march to
Woolmer, and 12 men on the march to
Kingsley. )

On another day Sir John Douglag marched
his two Divisions from Alderslot to the fight
at Frensham, leaving at eix o'clock in the

morning and returning about the same hour

that evening, marching fully 20 miles, a por-
tion of which was at the double over hilly
ground,knapsacks were not carried and only
(6) six men fell out during this long day.

Again at the fight on Chobham ridges,
during a down'pour of rain the men not
carrying their knapsacks, marched, return
included 16 miles, and not a man fell out.

As regards sanitary statistics the sick are
only 3 7 por cent. of the whole, and this in-
cludes those who have slight attacks of ca
tarrh amongst troops just from London
quarters,

I only hope our Canadian camps will com-
‘pare equally svell with the above,for atthough
L know we are hopelessly deficientin having
trained officers nnd non-commissioned offi-
cers in our Cunadian militia, still in matters
of simple marching and' in - health. statistica
wo sheuld hold our own—though I fear with
such boots as most volunteers wear, 2 20
mile mareh in heavy marching order would
show & long train of straglers,

“Qurpost.)’*

Aldershot, 19th July, 1875.

et

Brigade Camps,

In the eight days which have elapsed since
the 62nd Battalion was marched from the
city to Camp Tortyburn, the men have
made good proliciency in the acquisition
of military knowledge. It must be remem-
bered that many of those composing the
Battalion are new recruits, who have never
before had the advantages of field drill, and
added to this they have in several ways
labored under disadvantages, The actual
number of days’ drill isonly six, and the
first day wus occupied in marching out and
getting encamped, while Sunday was, of
course, in respect todrill, a holidayin Camp.
For the first fews days, too the men bad in-
suflicient accommaodation, but this has since
Leen tully remedied, and everything is in
military order. The tents, exclusive of
those used for mess, guard and hospital pur
poses, are thirty four in number; and give
s«mple accommodation 10 officers and nien.
The site of Camp Torryburn is admirably
adapted 1o the purpose for which it is used,
The field is that formerly used as the Trot
ting Park, but leng since abandoned for
gporting purposes.  Situsted as it is sur-
rounded by hills upon hills in the distance,

.ou every side save where the broad Kenne-

becasis roils its waters, tha scenery is wost
sitractive  The camp ground rises slightly
higher than the land immediately surround-

ficiency shown under the circums o P

ngitand is of asandy nature, so that,in case-
of rain no water can lodge in the tents. An
hour after the heavy rain of one night last
week the ground was thoroughly drained,
and the advantages of a situation of the
kind can only be fully appreciated by those
who have hud experience in camping in wet
weather. The selection of the site reflects
great credit on Col. Macshune, and is uni-
versally conceded that tlie preference of
this place to the Rarrack square is attended
with every advantuge.

The men as a rule are very orderly, and
Camf Torryburn is a particularly quiet one.
Until yesterday morning no men had been
put in the guard-tent, but one or two who
bad spent Sunday in town returned to Camp
ina somewhat unsoldierlike condition, and
were placed under arrest.

The Hospital tent under charge of Asst.
Surgeon 1. J. 0. Erle, is well adapted to
such pueposes, 8o far it has only had three
serious cases of dysentery. These were
cured and yesterday morning there was a
clean biil of health. During the day how-
evéj, a few oases caused by exbaustion
through heat, were given the surgeon, but
theindisposition of the sufferers wus of brief
duration.

Yesterday was the most lovely day wit-
nessed in Camp, beivg the occasion of &
muster parade and inspection by Deputy
Adjutant General Maunsell. Col Maunsell
intended to have deferred this inspection
until & later period, but baving to go to
Chatham to'day to inspect the 3rd Batta-
lion, wis obliged Lo embrace this oppor-
tunity before leaving.

‘Y'be men were called out about hall-past
ten, and a muster was first made, the Dis-
trict Paymaster Col. Baird, checking off the
muster rolls in order to determine the
number of men entitled to receive pay-
The result was that 242 answered to theif
names, and the number would bave been
larger had not several who obtained leave of
absence for'Sunday cmitted to return.

The battalion yesterduy was as follows :—

Lieut.- Col. Macshane.

M:jor dullivan, 4

Adjutant Blan,

Brevet Major and Bsywaster Maher,

Surgeon 8. Z Eirle,

Assistant Surgeon T. J. O, Earle,

Quartermuster Wallace,
m.kiog a staff of 7.

Companties,
No. I, Captain Devlin............. 40 me™.
No.2, * Kaye...............33 m
No.3, * Farren.......... ...44 mo»
No 4, ¢ Hazen..............3T7 me::
No.5, * Nugent. . .... ..[l43me>
No, 6, “  Likely...... ......38 @¢
—
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The lieutensnts, inoluded in the 8
are Surdee, Hartt and McLean, ted

After the muster the men were inspe® y
by Adjt. General Maunsell, and went '»f_l"a" <
the battalion and company driil 12 .
cellent manner, considering the prief P o of
in which they Lad heen driliing. S9% 1def
the movements were well worthy of ¢ s .
soldiers, and all who witnessed the “’Bhigb
tion agreed in giving tha volunteers == -
praise for their proficiency. . e fi€

After the men bad been kept 18 th pre;
nearly two hours they were dismisse d‘bw
vious to this (he Adjutant addresse o | o
bricfly, complmenting them o0p ‘8% ceg:’
The men were exborted 1o contint® Pl
fect themaelyes in i, and to bsco%;uﬁ’?‘
ject to the best discipiine. The



