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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

HE General Assembly which opened last night at
Montreal, meets under unusually happy auspices.
Qur correapondent elsewhere in this issue makes
allugion to the remarkable cnthusinsm which this
wecting has cvoked among the Presbyterians of
Canada’s commercial Capital. Comparisons should
not he entered into, and certainly no town or city in
Cunada has yvet shown an indifference to the honor of
hiyving the Assembly. Tnstead of that, towns have
always vied with one another in the desire to extend a
worthy hospitality to the visiting commissionera.
Who can forget the welcome given by the loyal, true-
hearted, openhanded Westerners at Winnipeg? Or
the splendid receptions at Toronto. St. John, London,
etc? Noj the General Assembly is thrice welcome
wherever it may decide upon holding its Sessions, and
one of the ohstacles in the way of meeting in Toronto
yeatly, as the headquarters of the church, is the reluc-
tance on the part of other places to surrender to
Toronto the pleasure of entertaining the commis.
siouers. now enjoyed by these cities. Long may this
sentiment remain strong. The General Assembly
deserves well of the church, {or not enly is it the
court of highest resort in our ccclesiastical syatem, but
it is composed of futhers and brethren so devoted to
the interesta, and so fully in touch with ‘the beat
thought of the church, that it would be difficult not
to feel proud of it.
Of course the friends at Montreal will do their duty,
aud do it in the magnificent way so characteristic of
them. And well they can aftord to doit.  Recently
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we published an article showing the leading position
occupied by members of the Preshyterian Chureh in
Mountreal. In the several voeations of life remarkable
success has crowned them. The business of the
country has been greatly controlled by them and
many of ita great prizes have naturally fallen into
their hand.  And how have they fultilled their high
trust? Let the hospitals, colleges, homes, charities
and churches tell ! We commend to the attention of
the observant commissioners the object lesson fur-
nished by many of the grand institutions of Montreal,
which furnish proof of the fruits of Christian faith and
Christian teaching.  Much profound thought may be
exercised on these examples of consecrated wealth,
and the reault will not be a weakening of faith in
God's providence.

Rut Montreal haz other attractive featurea for the
members of Assembly. There are her grand men in
the church, her leaders, clerieal and lay. Tt will he a
pleasant thing to come in contact with her ministers
at their home. in their aphere of labor, and with her
able professora.  Let the visitors examine the pro-
blems these brethren have to solve.—City work with a
mixed population and under conditions consquently
of aggravated difliculty

The French Canadian prollem s still a live pro-
blem with the Church if not with the State. Tn
Montreal it may he cloaely studied. The lirethren
there can give of their personal experience. a know-
ledge diflicult to bie otherwise gained.  As in Toronto,
Home or Foreign Mission work may naturally be in
the ascendant, and in Winnipeg work in the Western
section, 80 in Montreal one naturally looka for much
intereat in the work of Freneh Evangelization, and
additional light on that diflicult and onerous task.
We hope this question will bulk largely in the
deliberations of the Agscmbly, and that, as one result of
the meeting in Montreal, a quickening will be experi-
enced throughout the entive Church with regard to the
French department.

Never before had the Assembly a hetter opportu-
nity to do good solid and needful work. There is an
absence of queations that need raise prolonged diseus.
sion or hitter controversy.  The condition of the
Fuuds is satisfactory, and the spiritual state of the
church can receive the prolonged attention it demands
and deserves.  True. the question is a difticult one--
one that cannot well be digposed of by resolutions or
deliverances, but surely the highest duty of the
General Assembly must be to take cognizance of the
life of the chureh, of the upbuilding of mewmbera and
the extension at home of the Kingdom.  Verily these
are the questions of 2all questions, and the communion
together of the fathers and the interchange of their
expericnces ought to muke an impression on them-
selves and on the chureh at large to be felt for many a
long day. Genernd  Assemblies remarkabie for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, are greater than those
distinguished for the dry bones of legialation.  The
absence of intricate business and the fairly comfort-




