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races af the earth. I-oy îîîuch ai the Iofty ellîiiienice ta
wlîicl otîr cotuntry bias risen during the labt hall cenitury, is
due ta thie bealthful influences that have flowed froîin thme
British throre, anîd the hiigli exaniîle ai its (God-hheust
occupant, 1 cannot say. But 1 aîîî sure tlîat tîcither the
deptlîi ur thîatîksgiving, tior the richiniess ai aur cliarities,
nom lî spiemîdour ai aur celebrations will autwcigh the
inestimable worîh ta thie Enipire of lier long anîd hiappy rcîgii.

Si'IRITtJAI. LOYALTY.

Dur Presbyteriai Chîurclî carne imta existenice ini the
sane year (1837) as Victoria caîîîe ta tic dliront Anîd
naw, iter tliis lonîg tract oi tintie, I amn askcd ta say wlîether
wu have îîravcd ourselves as layal ta aur 1lead il)(]

'Heavenly King as wec daim ta hiave beii ta our carthly
Sovereigti. These sixty years have brouglît nîany notable
changes ini the thiglîts andJ bleits ai giet]. Do wve as a
Church, reinaiîi uîiclinged,-lîalding ta aur faiîli as firnîly,
and teaehiîg God's trutlî as clearly, as at the first ?

It nîay surprise sane pîersoans that sucli questions
sliauld lbe supposed ta possess any public intcrcst. It
happens, hawever, tlîat at this momenit tlîey li-ve a very
special intercst. For we have just rcaclied tic furtlicr end
ai thiai period, during wlîiclî we wue told sorte Iifty ycirs
ago (by nien whîo staod uipon thie waich-tawer af thc
Church), thiat Chîritiaîiity was about ta bc subjc-cted ta a
severe and searching trial, '.vhiich would prove lier origin,
whetlîcr site were fron icIaven or ai man, and would
probably iast till the century canme ta a close. But they
hîad no fear for the result. The autworks af rc higioii nîight
be disturbed, and soine ai the rnoulds, in which auir
theological apinîions bad been cast, niight bc broken;
but Christianity itseli wauld suffer no harm. On thie
cantrary, ils trutlî would lic seen ta be niaremnanifestly
and gioriously tru?ý; and quickenied by the fiery trial, it
would assert itsehf with iiicrcased vigar ta bic still the
WVisdomn ai God and the I>awer ai God unta Saivatioii.
Naw, it surely aught ta bc a matter ai no srnall interCst ta
inquire how fat these anticipations have been realized.
Strauss, train bis Germian watch-tower, gave us bis forecast.
He announced tiat before fiity years liad vassed, Christ-
ianity would have disappcared fram the ecartlî. Thcse
fi ty years bave came and gant. Has Christianity gone
with them.?

TIII TRUTII TIIAT ENDURES.
Far -As we are froni the scat ai war, we ha, e shared in

this tri2l, and cantended in this conflict. And I thîink thiat
we are warranted ta add aur verdict ta thiat of tbe Çhîurch
at large, thiat it bas k:ft us an firrmer graund and under a
clearer sky. Neither thie rationalism of the philosopher,
rtom the positivisrn ai the agnastic, nor the nxateriaiisrn ai
the scientist, nor thie assaults ai the hostile critic (the four
successive assailants of Christianity), has dislodged a single
stane in the temple ai God's truîh, or robbed us af any
God given article ai the faîth. I might cite many
witnesses in proof. I shai produce only one,-G. J.
Ramanes, ane ai thie mast accornplished schoiars and
scientists ai aur ige. In 1870, hc ',eils us tlîat Clîristianity
seémred ta hiîn "lta bic piayed aut." In 1893 lie wrate
that "Iail was clîaîged; " that, mare ar less, ail wha lîid
the mtodern tlîcory ai Creation Il had carne ta sec that there
was no antagonisrn between it and the necessary doctrines
af Cbristianity ; " Iland that the outcarne ai the great
textual battle (in regard ta tie dates and liistorical tacts ai
the New Testament) was a signal victary for Chiristianity."
"All ibis kind ai scepticisrn" be declired, was now, and
"for ever impossible."

But, wlien the questionî asked refers, not ta the sub-
stance ai aur Faith, but ta the autharity of our creeds, a
difféerent answer niust lic given, for now %'e are nat deahiîîg
with God's revelation, but with man's interpretatian ai it.
And yau could cast nao darker reflection on the Chîristian

4 Church than ta say tbat atter sixty years ai earncst and
prayerft study ai the Scriptures, with grawing knawiedge
caîning ini froni every quarter, and a scientific apparatus in
its hands ai increasiiîg accuracy and power, ticte liad
been na result ; no new liglît shining an its dark places,-
fia doulit cleared away and obscure rneanings nmade plain-
fia larger insight int the ways anmd tiauglîts af Gad, and
fia accurnulating proofs af the power oi Christ ta deal with
human difficulties and redress human wrorîgs. And so,
although wc catniot comply with Dr. Parker's cali ta fling
aur cmceds ta the winds, we, ai Ieast, have given a very
practicai recognition ai the fact that wc do not lid therr
tc' bc iniallible, a- ta stanîd in need ai na explanatian.

rian Re tew.1 168

Tliî i'ORM TItAT CIiANGiIS.
Finding thint certainî passages ini aur confession, bearing

upunl the character or tod, ind the frceless of tie Gosp'el
were rniisundt:rstood, our Assenibly pissed an act in 188.,
declaring that these passages wcrc to bie lîcld as in rno
sensc îiconsistCnt with the doctrines tint Liad willetlî fiot
the death of iny sitîner, but rather that lic should turn lind
live , that the ailvation provided by (.od ini Christ was
suicient for all, nnd ivas frecly offércd ta ail ; and hit,
while salvation camies offly througli Christ, (od inay
extend it ta those who arc outside the nieanis of grace, as it
seerns good ta fliîî Ilsides thit I)eclaratory AXct, wu
have takeni this further stcp) ; wlien any ane desirous of
entering agir îiimistry finds hiniseli hicd back hy an>' con.
fessionlai diflkcuty, lie is allowed ta state it, and if it cannoe
bc alto>etthîcr renîoyed, the Church takcs uipon itsehf the
responsibility of judging wheitbler it is of so scrious a nature
as to bar lits admission ta office. This procedure lias
brotigbt relief and giadness ta rnany tender consciences,
and bas enriched the Churchi with the services ot flot a fewv
good men, wha would have athcrwise beeni obliged ta stand
idie in the îîîarket-place, or ta go ta work in santie other
part ai the villeyard.

As ta aur puit work. Here there lias becil a change
af a dermnite and very delightful character. Arnong aur
aid people there arc few, I ain afraid, wlîo have any hippy
memiorics of the sermions af t1icir childhaod. Thcy 'vcrc
sa very long, and sa vcry dry. My first mlinister was a1
certain Dr. Knax, wha hiad been irtruded uipon the~ parish
of Lirbert at the point af the bayonet. 1 don't know tlîat
we children would have minided that, if hie had looked
upon us kindly, and tald us Il Vhat a fricnd we hiad ini
jcsus." But lie preferred the gloomy places ai the Bible
ta the green pasturcs, and spoke oftener of the sarrows of
job thin af the wonderful lave af Christ. Ini that first
quarter af this century, howeivcr, therc began the dawn af
a bettcr day for Scotland, which, in the ncxt quarter, brcke
out iaflo elear sunshine. Th'le Gospel Trumpet, ini tie
hands af Thamas Chalmners, Andrew Thrnisan, Robert
Gardon, and John B3rown, now gave forth a very certain
and joyful saund. D.-. Knax's saccessor in Larbcrt was
anc af the aider Bonars, and lit was assistcd by such nmen
as Moncrieif, «.\cCheyne, and Somerville, while ailier men,
whlo had carne ta féed, like thern, that thcy were nat
Churclimen merely, but Christ's-iine,-His ambassadors,
-went forth everywhcre pubiishing peace and besceching
men, in Christ's stead, ta bc rcconcilcd ta God.

TIIE GAINS aOF CaNFiICT.
In the meiantime, iri the world autsidc, illco were

grawing weary of the aid Gospel, and wcre crying aut for
another and a newer Christ; anc who would show better in
the eye ai reasan, and whom irien af culture could warship)
and nat bc put ta sharne. And sa the conflict ai this liait
century began, iwhicli has broughit ogit for tis, as we have
seen, a very biessed, Divine effcct. It wrauglît, i helieve.
in this way. The chief attack being directed upon the
centrai doctrine oi aur faith,-Christ tic Son oi Gad,
crucified for the sins af nît), the chic[ defence wvas nii»-
taincd thcrc,-Christ Hlinisei being îîot the subject oniy.
but the substance of it as wcil. Thus Hlis ie was used ta
prave His sinlessuiess ; 1lis îvords ta prove I-lis wisdomn
1lis rnighty and merciful vworks ta prove lUis power and
gaadness ; I-lis death ta prove His Deity,-for fle dicd
because I-te could flot deny it ; and lUs Resurrection tram
thc dead, and H-is canquests in the worid ta prove His
accel)tance by thc 17ather, and I-lis accession ta the
Thrane. Ini îiair.taining this defenice thie Church lind ta
make sure ai ber we.iaos,-lîatd ta scarch anew and
satisfy bierseif that lier facts were relevant and absoiutely
truc, whiciî she couid only do by caîning into close and
intiniate acquaintanice witli thîe living Christ, and by piacing
herself utîder Uie guidance of thec Holy Spirit, whîase very
wvork it is ta take ai thiose thirgs ai Christ anîd show diemn
ta men. And sa, ont ai this good figlît there lias conte ta
lier a rniglîty reiniarcernt ai ber faithi, and Christ is nuîv
seen ta be "lstanding amng us, face ta face', miore clearly
thani in any age si'îce thaï, af the Apostles.- Sucli, at
least, is the conclusion ta wbïcbi Profe.;sor Fairbairn brings
us in his recent work upon "Clirist's Place in Modemn
Thcoiogy."

But are these words truc ? That is a question wliich
caci ai us auglit ta answer for hi'nscli. But aniong various
things whichi may bc allted in support of their truthiul-
ncss, I rnay mntion two.
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