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The Presbyterian Review.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Financial Agency.

Dxear Eprronr,—Very much to the rogrot of all at tho last
Goneral Assombly tho venorablo Dr. Reid who has aorved tho
Chucch 8o Jong and faithfully as General Financial Agont f.oll
undor tho painful nocessity of asking to be relioved of his duties
in tho near future. Aftor such consideration ap it was possible to
givo the matter during tho meoting, the Assembly appointed Dr,
Wardon, of Montrosl as hiesuccossor. Dr. Warden very naturally
could not sec his way clear to give an immediate answer but
plodged himsclf to sco that the intorests of the Church did not
suffor until the next Assembly. It may boe assumed, therefore,
that tho mattcr is being taken by him intofull consideration and
that somo timo before tho end of the Church year he will in somo
way indicato his mind., Ho will o doubt find the decision some-
what difficult to make. Such a c¢all from tho highest court of the
Chaurch is not to bo regarded lightly, and no one will question Dr.
Warden's pre-cminent fitness for ay such position. But, as was
pointed out by Dr. MacVicar on the floor of the Assembly, bis
present position is one of very great importance, and it would be
exceodingly difficalt to replace bim. 1lthastove borne in mind
that he is something more than Treasurer of tho Collego andof tho
Fronch Board. He has also tho chict responribility for two
impor.ant institvtions of the Church, viz., tho Pointo-aux Trembles
Schools and Coligny College. The intercats under his care aro of
very great moment, and such as call for the very oxperience which
he has now acquired. He might well hesitate, thereforo, about
making a change which would to some extent necessarily dis-
arraoge L1l theso unloss thoroe is a pressing necessity for it. How
many fail to sec any nccessity for removing bim from his present
position in order to meot tho real desiro of the Church asexpressed
in the Genctral Aacembly. If the Church wishes to have him as
her chiet financial agent, as seems to be the case, there ought to
bo no difficulty about transferring most of the funds of a genera)
character to Montreal and having them administered from there,
withont at all interfering with his present position. Thore cer.
tainly ought to be afinanoial agent in Toronto. Thotreasurcrship
of Knox College alone would require that, and it is too important
& centro to leave without some official representative. The work
in Toronto at the present time, however, reslly occupies two
agonts, and it would not be difficult at ary timo to assign enough
for one. Butit is by no means necessary that all the busipess
hitherto transacted in Toronto should continue to be done hore.
Correspondence is as casy with one point as with another and
necessarily most of tho work has to be donoin that way. Montreal
is undoubtedly tho financial capital of the Dominion and financial
affairs of a pational character can be as well if not better directod
from that point than from any other. The experienco of the
American Church in this respect is instructive. New York is far
from boing the strongest contre of Preabyterianism in tho United
States, but almost of nccessity it has had to be made the heade
quarters of all tho great financial boards of the Church. Sooneroc
later a similar courso will bo found neccssary in Canada, and it
may as well bo taken now as at any future time. Such an oppor.
tunity for a statesmanlike policy may not occur again for many
yoars and scctional fecling muy well be sct asido in the interest of
the Church asg a whols. It isto be hoped that Dr. Warden will
delay his docision until thero has been opportunity for fuller dis-
cuzsion and more mature consideration of the matter from al
sides.—EvLpra,

Constitution for Presbyterial Young People's
Society.

Tho fellowing Constit-tion was adopted, at its mceting on the
Hth inst., by the Prespyterial Young People’s Society of tho
Presbytory of Whitby. Tho rccommendation of the General
Assombly’s Committoo was kopt in viow, that the Constitution
should bo simplo and comprehensive and should provide for close
conncction with the Preabytery.

I. Nang.—Tho Prosbyterial Young Poople’s Socioty of tho
Presbytery of Whitby.

11. Onsecr.~—To promoto the welfaro and the usefulnezs of the
CI‘:urch of the young people of the Presbytery, by uniting them in
fricndly intercourse, tho cultivation of their spiritual life, tho
study of tho doctrines, history and work of tho Churchb, and the
support of its missionary, cducational und benovolent schomes.

III. MEMBERsHIr.—ho various Youn gPoople’s Socicties within
tho Presbytery under the oversight of Seasions; cach Bocioty to bo
repreranted by its President and one delegate for every ssven
members. In congregations where no Young People’s organization
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cxisto, Sossions may nppoint dologatesin the proportion of ono to
oach twonty names on tho Commuuion Roll.

IV. MuxTizes.—(1) An Aonual mooting in connoction with the
fall meoting of Presbytery ;

(2) Such speoial mootinga as the Executive may call ; notice of
such apeoial meotings to be given to Sooictios at least a fortnight
in advanco;

Thoe Aununl Meoting to receive report from the Socioties,
decido upon plans of work, and control expenditures; tho discus-
sion of topics to be open, but tho voting power to be restricted to
mombers aa described above.

1V. Exgcutivk.—To bo appointed at the Annual Meoting, and
to consist of an Honorary Presidont, who shall bo the Moderator
of Presbytery for the time being, a Presidont, two Vice-Iresidents,
a Recording-Sevrotary, a Corresponding-Secretary (who, for con.
venience in corresponding, should not be frequently changed), o
Treasurer, and & Committeo of five; togother with tho Convenor
of tho Presbytery’s Committoo in Young Peoplo’s Sociotiesand two
others named by the Presbytery.

Tho Exccutive shall prepare cach year aroport of the oporations
of the Socicty, which, after adoption by the annual meoting, shall
be forwarded to the Presbytery through its Committeo on Young
People’s Sacieties.

VI. Cinanars.—Changes in tho Constitution to be mado only
at the Annual Meeting, by a two-thirds voto of the members
present, and after notice of the proposed change given at the
provious Aunnual Meeting, or sent to each Society at least one
month before the mesting st which such chango istobe comidered.

THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

FOR TIIE ABSENT.

God, Who ledd’st the mau of Ur
From the land of gold and myrch,
From between tho rivers twain,
Through the dangoer-haunted plain—
By Thy watchful care, we pisy,
Gusrd our loved oncs far away |

Thou Who erst at Bethel’s stone
Cumnforted’st a traveller lone,
Ard didst fill the darkenad sky
With angclic pavoply—
God of wanderers, we pray,
Guard unr loved oncs {ar away !

Thou Who in tho wildorness

Didat Thy wandering people bless,

As a shepherd leads his sheep

Didst Thy flock in safoty keep—
Through tho night and through tho day,
Guard our loved oncs tar away !

Thou on W hom in infant yeara
“oll Thy Mother's anxious tears,
When to Hathor's laud sho sped,
By the pious Joseph led—
By Thy wandoring, Lord, we pray,
Guard our loved onos far away !

Holy Spirit, Paraclote,
Who doat guide Thy servants' feet,
Whercso'er bencath tho sky,
Sons of men are born and die—
Guido our loved oncs on their way,
Lcad them safoly home, wo nray ) B
. R.

It is 8aid ui the Vonerablo Bedo that besides his regular exorcises
of devotion ho mado it his pleasuro cvery day ‘*cither to loarn or
to teach or to writo something.”

“* RESTS.”

tGod scads a tims of forced lcisure, sickncss, disappointed
plans, frustrated cflorts, aud makes a sudden pause in tho choral
hymn of our lives and wo lament that our voices must bo silent,
our part missing in the mut’c which cver goes up to the car of the
Creator.

*“ How does tho musician read the rest?” Soe him beat tho
timo with uncrring count, and catch up tho next note, truc and
steady, as if no breaking place had como between.  ** Not withoat
dcsign does God write the music of our lives. Bo it ours to loarn
tho tune, and not bo dismayed at tho “ rests.” They are not to bo
slurrod over, not to be omitted, not to destroy tho mclody, not to
chango the keynote. 1f wo look up, God Himself will boat tho
timo for us.

With the oye on Him, we shall strike tbe noxt noto full and
clear. If wosay zadly **thereis no musc in the rost,” let us not
forget, there is tho * making of musie, n it.  The makiog of muaic
is often a slow and pamnful proocss tn this life. **How patiently
God works to teach us! How loog Ho waits for us to lcara tho
lesson §”
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