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a part.o? the "1,conditions of bis existence ;>' tto Say nothing of the neccssary
connexion that subsist8 between man's sustentation and mnn's own head and
bauds, or between it and bis domestie and socinl relations ; al 'wbieh, bearing
direotly on the matter now in band, serve to show that, in respect of that which
cometh upon hlm daily-tbe care of bis flesbly tenement-nature, on the one
baud, has in a great measure Ieft him out of her reckoning, wvbile, on the other,
God hsu in an especial manner been Ilmindful of," and bas Ilvisited" hlm.

Ail that we purpose doing is, to direct attention to the cerealia as a clnsa of
regetable productions, whicb, as neither natural plants tbemselves, nor grow-
ing natntrai(y in nny part of the world, demeonstrate by facts within theni-
selves-facts3 which our modern science bas ascertained, or bas verified, and wbieh
may be seen and rend of ail men, that they must of nccessity have been produced
miracuious1y ; and whichi furnisb, mereover, '-vith ne tradition as tu, this, nor any
speciflo reference to themn in this relation by Moses, a proof the most striking that
eau well be imagined, and ail the stronger that it is indirect, of a .spcciai exerciso
of the Creator'8 care for lis creatore man.

The cerelia, wbich comprise wbeat, rye, barley, onts, maize, rie, and millet,
are beyond ail doubt man's proper food-the food pmopor for civilized man-the
possession and the use of wbieh leave hitn free to devote bis energies to the
advancement of bis being, tbe multiplication of bis race, and the accomplisbmeut
of the main objeet o? bis existence in tho world. Witbout corn, living on -%ild
roots, or by bunting or fishing, and precaniously, or fromn band to mouth, man
is everywhere a savagae and a cannibal-improvident, bestial, incapable of taking
a single sttep towards a higber or a better condition. Animal food, indeed, civil-
ized man cats, and wvas intended, doubtless, te eat; but not bis brotber's flesh.
Such as it is,-beef, mutton, and tbe like-it comes to hlm remotely of a plenitude
lcorn ; o? the leisuro for thoughl which thîs affords bini ; of the habits which

tillage engenders; and lu mnnways besides. Yet cern is bis stapie food.
Coin prised in the great naturai faniiy of grasses, the cerealia, themiseives are-

ail o? tbemn-unnaturai species of tbis family 1 Tbeir naturai state, because their
constant or presistent state-that in whicb alone tbey eau ho cultivated or will
grow (unless they ho tibused by man),-and in which aloue they are of any -value
to hlm, is one whieh the botanist designates abnormnal; the gardener, mionstrous.
And around tbis central fact in their history, tbere.clusters a number of other
singular facts, ail of wbicb, more or Iess, cause them, to stand eut apart from.
cvery other kind o? plant, invest tbemn witb a character altogether special, and,
when fàirly looked nt, are seen te be plain and unmistakable -marks oj God."

1. Let it be noted, flrst of nil, as to this condition of monstrosity, that, as hiold-
ing of ether kinis of plants, it is one which is occasionai oniv, or accidental and
transient, which can be kept up only by careful cultivation, and wbich continually
tends, uotwitbstanding, to reyent back to tbe natural or primitive condition.,
With the cere-als on the eontrary, this ubnonmai condition is manifestly their
primitive or natural, and it is, moreover, their abiding state. They have no
tendency te, degencrate, or to assume a lowen, and, relatively te other plants, a
more naturai grade.

2.Man, indeed may dégrade them.Byatamntotem ?biow
devising, stendily pcrsevered in, but attcnded with some trouble to himself,
becauso rcquiring severai years for the accomplishment of the end aimed at, ho
eau reduce them te tho condition o? a pcrfectly natural, yet absolutely worthless
grass. To understand bowv this may be dune. one or twe tbiings mutst bo premnised.
Annuals uaturally, hcaring seed of sudi a kiud (se monstrous and so large, and
withai in suchi abundance) as draws towards il, on the ripening, ail tho available
energios o? the plant, tbey forni ne buds at the root (they bave in fluet, ne surplus

Vigour during the ripening te formn any) wlience nouv plants mighlt, spring np the
foilewin1ug ycar. Thierefore, their seed duly ripened they die, or rather are eut
down lu autumn, and thon they die out, meut and bmanch. They are annuals of
ne=esily. They die of the exhaustiou o? secding. Thoy may bo said, te apply
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