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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON X¥XV1

1 Thess. iv.

Sept. 7, _-
'&9'7 } THE COMING OF TIHE LORD { 1318,

GOLDRN TEXT.—** And ;shall we ever be with the
Lord."—1 Thess, iv, 17.

HOMEK STUDIRS.

M Matt. xxiv. 29-42. . The elect gathered.

1. Matt. xxv. 31-46.....The Jast judgment.

W. Actsi. 1-11.... ... Christ's second comng.

‘I'h. 1 Thess, i. 1-12.....Glorified in His saints,

¥. 1 Thess. iv. 13-18,.. The coming of the Lord,

S.  John xiv. 113 Many mansions.

S.  tJohniii. 1.8 ‘‘We shall see Him as He is.

IKLPS TO STUDY.

Few of the places to which the cpistles of Paul were sent
arc now 1n existence.  Thessalonica, to the church at whirh
the epistle that contains our lesson was sent, not only exists
but 1s at the present day one of the most important cities 10
the Turkish Empire. Even its name—Salonica—is nearly
the same » it was in Paul’s time. He visited the city twice,
first in company with Silas and Timothy on his second mis-
xionary tour (Acts xvii. 1-12), again on his third missionary
journey {(Acts xx. 1-3), perhaps also after his release from
his first imprisonment at Rome, Phil. i. 25, 26; ii. 24 ; 1
‘Fim. i. 3; 2 Twm, iv. 13; Titus iii. 12, Jasor, Gaius
(Acts xix. 29), Secundus (Acts xx. 4), Aristarchus (Col. iv.
10; Philemon 243 Acts xix. 29), were natves of this aity,
and among Paul’'s most efficient helpers. In Acts xvii. 31-9
we find an account of the founding of the Thessalonian
church by Paul in company with Silas and Timothy. The
message of Paul was joyfully received by a great multitude
of devout Greeks, and by chief women not a few. The
majority of the {ch, however, rejected his message, and
very soon compelled its deliverer to fly for his life. The
also prevented his return to the city to finish the work whic
he had begun, ii. 18, e afterwards lcarned that the be-
lievers there had dwelt too much upon the speedy coming of
Christ, had even neglected their buziness (2 Th. ii. 14 i1 6,
11, 12), and wete in distress of mind lest their Christian
fricnds who had alteady fallen asleep in the Lord should
fail to share in the blessings of the advent, and in the pas-
sage before us he puts them right on these points. The
x;pics of the lesson are, (1) Aslep in Fesus, (2) Alive with

esus.

1. ASLEEP IN J®sus.—vers. 13-14. The Thessalonian
Christians and others are here taught that there is no occa-
sion 1ot hopeless sorrow regarding them which ate asleep
in Jesus, or for any fear that they shall not participate in
the benefits and advantages of the Lord’s coming just as
fully as those who may happen to be alive when He comes.
‘T'he believer may sotrow over the death of Christian friends
but not as others who have no hope—not as the heathen
ur the infide), or the sceptic. To the Christian death is but
a sleep—a state from which there shall be an awakening—
and even this refers unly to the body ; the soul of the de-
parted behever is not dead nor even asleep, but fully alive,
awake, and in the cnjoyment of happiness. At the resur-
rection the body shall be raised—a gioriﬁcd body—and re-
united to the happy soul. And what is the foundation of
the Christian's hope in this respect” It is the fact that
Jesus died and rose again, the * first fruits of them
which slept,” the promise and camest of 2 universal resur.
rection ; for even 8o them also which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with Him. Their souls are not in the

rave ; they are in heaven ; and when Ile comes e will
ing them with Him. If we believe in the resurrection of
Chuist, we must also belicve in the resurrection of those who
are Christ’s.  *“1f there be no resurrection of the dead, then
is Christ not risen,” (1 Cor. xv. 13). Because He lives we
shall live also. All comfort concerning departed friends,
and concerning the future for oursclves, rests upon our be-
lief in a resurrection through Christ.

1L Auve WITH Jests.—vers, 15-38, It is supposed
by some, from the use of the word we in the fifteeath verse,
that Paul expected to be alive at the coming of Christ. But
1t does not necessanly so indicate. It does show, perhaps,
that he thought there was a possibility of such a thing, Eul
nothing more. The fact that it was taught by him that the
Saviour might come at any time, rather sustains .his view.
And yet, from his second letter to them (ii. 3), it is plain
that he did not regard that cvent as immediate. Whether
he thought that it might happen before he was taken to be
with Christ through death does not appear.  The time of
His coming was onc of the things that was not revealed to
him, nor to any onc of the inspited writers. One common.
tator says that this * we " was an affectionate identification
of himsclf with the Christians of all ages. It is equivalent
to saying: ** Whichever of us are alive.” Shall noc pre.
vent :  The word prevent literally means come defore o1 pre-
cede ; and it was so used by English writers at the time that
the Bible wastransiated.  The Psalmist, in Pralm caix. 147,
says ' | prevented [came Lefore or preceded) the dawning
of the moming and cricd.” In the lesson it evidently means
that those who are alive at the second coming shall have no
precedence o1 advantage over those who may have fallen
aslecp in Jesus before that event takes place. Forthe Lord
Humself ishall descend from heaven with a shout:
Himself -not a deputy, not a phantasm—** This same Jesus
which 15 taken up from you into heaven shall so come in
hike manner as yc have scen Him go into beaven ™ (Acts i.

11). The word here translated ** shout " occurs but once
in the New Testament, though it is frequently met with in
classical Greek where it denotes the command or signal

iven by a general or admiral or captain of rowers. **The

our is roming in the which all that. ¢ in their graves shall
hear His voice and shall come fort " (Johnv. 28). The
last clause of verse 16 reads along «ith the first clause of
verse 17: And the dead in Z.rlat shall rise first;
thén we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds. The apostle’s
argument is that the living believers shall have no advantage
over the dead in Christ, for before the former are caught up
the latter shall tise, and they shall all be caught up together.
There may or there wmay not be®two scparate resurrec-
tions—one for the rightcous and one for the wicked—but
thisp:usx\[ie saysnothing whatever about the matter; though,
when the last clause of the sixteenth verse isimproperly read
out of its connection, it may appear todoso. And 80 we
shall ever be with the Lord : The anticipation of that
fact is the belicver’s greatest joy now, as the actual enjoy-
ment of it will crown his happiness then, Many questions
arise in connection with these great events the answers to
which have not been revealed to us because it is not needful
far us to know them ; but enough has been revealed to teach
us how to live for Christ now so that we may meet Him
with joy when He comes, whenever that may be, and be
with Him where He is, wherever that may be. This is the
time for work. Let us wotk like those whe expect the
Master—nay, let us work like those upon whom the Master's
eye is now fixed.

fAround the JHable.

THE LITTLE CAVALIER.

He walks beside his mother,
And looks up in her face ;

He wears a glow of boyish pride
With such a royal grace 1

He \;)roudly waits upon ber ;
Would shield her without fear—

The boy who loves his mother well,
Her little cavalier.

To seeno tears of sorrow
Upon her loving cheek,

To gain her sweet, approving smile,

o hear her softl

Ah ! what in all this wide world
Could be to him so dear ?—

The boy who loves his mother well,
Her little cavalier,

Look for him in the future
Among the good, the true :
All blessings on the ipward way
His little feet pursue.
Of robed and crowned and sceptred kings o
He stands the royal peer—
The boy who loves his mother well,
Her littlc cavalier.

~—George Cooper, sm The Nursery.

CHARLEMAGNE'S TABLE-CLOTH.

IX-LA-CHAPELLE was one of the fa-
vourite resources of Charlemagne.
There were oftenn assembled the lords and
ladies of his court, with his own family, which
consisted of several sons and one beautiful
daughter. He was the most intelligent and
powerful monarch of his time ; his dominions
were more extensive than those of the Roman
Emperors had ever been. It is more than a
thousand years since his death, yet his fame
will endure to the end of time.
In the midst of the splendour of his posi-
tion he was quite simple in his tastes, and
was particularly devoted to literature and
science. Among his most intimate friends
and admirers were men renowned for their
learning.
One day, after a grand entertainment had
taken placc in the palace, the gucsts were
amused to sece a page enter, and, on bended
knee, present to his royal master 2 salver, on
which was carelessly folded a soiled white
table-cloth. Charlemagne, not in the least
surprised, threw it into a firc, evidently pre-
pared for the purpose. All eyes were fixed

on the fabric, which did not smoke nor blaze,
but only assumed a red-hot appearance, A
few moments passed, and the monarch raised
it from the furnace unharmed and whitc as
snow,

“A miracle ! amiracle!” they all exclaimed.

“No, good friends,” answered the king;
“this cloth is woven of a substance which fire
purifies, but caanaot destroy, It was known
to the Greeks, who named it Asbestos, mean.
ing, unchanged by fire; and an Italian writer,
who had lived hundreds of years before our
time, speaks of a cloth made from some
vegetable product which could not be injured
by heat. Another mentioned, with apparent
sincerity, that it was manufactured ‘from the
hair of certain rats that lived in volcanoes.
We read, also, that the marvellous cloth was
used to wrap the dead before placing them on
the funeral pile, that their ashes might be
gathered separate from those of the wood.”

Thus spoke the mighty Emperor for the in-
struction and edification of his guests.

While Charlemagne did not quite partake

of the wild fancies of the Southern nations, it
is not probable that he had a clear idea of
the real structure of this mysterious.substance.
As the time advanced, it was fully under-
stood ; and now that it has become of practi-
cal use, we cannot glance at a newspaper
without seeing the .advertisement, “ Asbestos
Materials.”
Asbestos .is a fibrous. variety of a dark-
coloured rock resembling iron ore; this is
known by the name of hornblende, Pyrox-
ene, another mineral, also assumes this ap-
pearance, but not so often as the former.

Weu cannot understand how one of the
toughest stones can be transformed .into a
substance as soft, flexible and white as floss
silk ; neither can we comprehend how the
sparkling diamond is produced from charcoal.
Yet we must accept these facts and try to
learn all about them.

When tlie hard rock took this beautiful
form, it was called by the Greeks amianthus,
meaning undefiled, in reference to the ease of
cleansing it by fire. This name is now used
to distinguish it from the coarser andsmore
impure varieties known as asbestos, It oc-
curs in narrow seams in the rock, and is occa-
s‘onally found in fibres two-thirds of a yard
long. These have a rich satin lustre, and the
slender filaments can easily be separated one
from the other. A single one, if thrown into
the fire, changes into a drop of enamelled
glass, while a quantity can be heated without
producing any charge,

The silk-like appearance of amianthus gave
to some ing ‘ious ladies the thought of card-
ing, spinnir  and weaving it into cloth of
different de,rces of fineness. Purses, gloves,
caps, handkerchiefs and napkins were made
of it, and sometimes articles were knitted
from the soft, exquisite thread, The inhabi-
tants of the Pyrenegs wore girdles made of

this substance, mingled with silyer, y_i;icl;@ycy



