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tho means to mainlain thom, With
thoso things, bhowover, thoy had
nothing to do, The Manitoba legisla
tion had Leen deolared constitutional,
theroforo it could not affest $ho rights
ot priviloges of the mminorily, and con.
quently thore could be no right of
appoa! lo tho Iednral authoritics, and
any intorforonco by tho Fedoral au-
thoritios would be unconstituticaal.
The Dominion Parhiamont had no
powor to nltor tho Manitobn act. For
theso reasons ho muat anawer tho firat
quostion in the negative. Tho Privy
Council dotormined that the Munitoba
legislation of 1890 did not prejudicially
affcol uny right or privilego existing at
the timo of tho union, nnﬁ. if g0, thoro
was no right of appeal, bocause even
assuming that tho Manitoba act was
wido enough to covor an appeal in
rogard to rights einco the union, or
assuming that the B.N.A. act was ap
plicablo, ha would still be inclined to
think that, undor the Privy Counoil
deoision, thoro woro no rightsinfringed
by this legislatioo, 8o as to permit an
appeal to the Federal authoritics. It
bad beon argued that tho right of ap-
peal was given only against legislation
which was tntre vires, but he failed
to sco how th.a could Lelp tho peti-
tioners, if none of their rights or priv-
ileges nro acquired sinco tho union
woro aﬁ'ectod%y the aot of 1800, and
that theso rights or privileges are not
affeoted by that legisiation is evidont
from tho iact that it had been doclared
constitutional, On this ground the
potitioners wero ousted by the judg-
ment of tha Privy Council from com
plaining that tho legislation sweeps
away rights acorued under statutes
passed since 1870. Tho patitionors
might have boon able to convince him
that thoy bad been deprived of organ-
ization, and by the dissolution of n
oorporate body such as a school board,
but if thet opinion had prevailed in
the highor conrt tho legislation com.
piained of would have been hold to bo
ultra vires, and it liad not bcen se
held, He agrood with his brother
Strong as to tho necessity for express
torms to deprivo a Legislaturo of o
right to rovoko its own laws. He
replied to the first question in the
negative, and go with the other ques-
tions, excopt number 8, to which his
answer would bo yes.

M, Justice Gwynuo quoted copious-
ly from the judgment of the Privy
Council, and to the third question
answered yes and to the others no.

Nr. Jnstico King was of opinion
that any legislative anactment by the
Province conferring rights or privi-
leges upon the minority lets in the
Dominion Parliament with conour-
rent jurisdiction to continue thoss
rights and privileges. The ambiguous
provisions of scction 22 .of the Mani-
toba act should be construed in con-
formity with tho general act. 1t did
not seem reasonsble that Parliament
intended to disregard ontirely the con
stitutional limitations which throo
years beforo woro imposed upon the
other membars of Confederation. (Tn-
less sub.soction 2 had the mesning
suggested tho entire limilations sug-
gosted by the whole section were
inoperative, a2 there wera no such
schools prior to the union, and aub-
gectiomr 2 would be inoperative if
limited to rights or privileges existing
prior to the union. This construction
rostrained the powerof the Legislaturs,
itis true, but tho samo thing would
apply to other Provinces were they to
bs placed in a similar position, The
Legislature might not ckooso to exe-
cute theorder of tho Goverror-General
in Council and the Dominion Parlia-
ment could then oxorcise its concur-
rent jurisdiction, thus overriding the
decision of the Legislature. This
condition of things might ba without
the olements of permanenco, but if it
wag in tho constitutional system it
must be rocognized by a court of law.
His Lordship thon pointed out that the
act of 1890, by allowing voluntary

Soparate Schocls, lind the offeet of
imposing doublo rate of taxation upon
tho part of tho population, nm‘ n
ginglo rato upon the othier part. Of
cnurge, the minority conld obtawn
equality by giving up theic sclicols,
“but tho question was whothor rights
had been prejudicially afleoled by an
not which took nway tho status of
such schools, and subjected the mun
ority to a double cducational burden.
‘Tho substantial tb ug involved in the
oxomption of the suppos:ers of Sepn
rato Sohools which proviously oxsted
was that their own rates shoald go
gole'v tv tho support of their own
schools. This was a right wnd privi
logo afforded to thom under tho olause
in relation to cducativn, and theso
righta could bo altored only subyject to
appeal and to tho right of the mmority
to seck redress from the Dominion
Parlinmont. 1lis Lordship added that
Lo oxgrosscd tlus opinion subject to
grave doubts, aftor caringtho opinions
of tha other membors of the Court.

Tho Chief Justico requosted tho
Registrar of the Court 1o transmat tho
opinions to tho Mimster of Justice.
By express atatatory cnactment theeo
opiniong are te be deemed 1n the
nature of a judgment for the purroso
of an agponl to the Privy Counoll in
England, whether the matter will be
again sent.
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Ivoland’s Anclent Wealth,

All autlioritics agreo in stating that
tho snciont inbabitants of Ireland
must havo beon very familiar with gold
and well accustomed to its use. Nativo
geld occurs in geological depesits
many parls of Ircland, Uutil lately
the gold mines in Wicklow were the
moat productive in the DBritish Isles,
aud besides this thero are asix other
known gold-producing localities —
Auteim, Derry, Tyrono, Kildare, Dub-
lin and Wexford. It is probaule, how.
ever, that many of tho earlior nuri-
ferous deposits have been worked out,
or aro now unknown. It is a fact that
no countryin Europe posacsses go much
manufactured gold belonging to carly
ages as Iroland. In the museum of
the Royel Irish Acadomy alone there
are nearly 400 specimons of Irish gold
sntiquea, The gold antiquitics in the
Britigh Mussum illustrativo of British
bistory are, without exception, Irish.
Tho musgeum of Trinity College, Dub
lin, contaion many fine exsmploe, and
thero are sevoial Javge private collec-
tions. But there is no doubt that much
greater quantitins of gold ornamonts
than aro now koown as existing havo
been loat forever.

(rispl aud Rampolla.

Here is a queer but authentic
anecdoto from Rome: In the street
of Gregoriana dwell in the same build-
ing Crispi and Iswolski, the Ruzslan
chargo d'affaires to the Holy See,
Qardinal Rampolla called on tho iatter
the othor day, and sent his card to bim
by his valst. On the staircaso the
valet met & domestic und asked him if
ho belonged to the houschold of tho
minister. Ho was answered in tho
affirmative, aud forwarded the paste-
board. But this domestic bolonged to
Crispi, and not to Iswolski, and to the
Ttalian eccretary of state went the
card of tha pontifical magrate. Crispi
was surprised and delighted, end forth-
with sent his chicf of cabinet to the
Vatican to return the compliment to
Cardina! Rawpolla. Tho amazemont
of both may be imagined.

Paul Bonnovue, who began his
career as secretary to Dumas pere, end
varied it as diplomat, editor, publisher,
politician and banker, is ending it in
a New Hampshire poorhouse.

Peoplo with delicats stomachs find Ayer's
T38 la agrecable to tho tasts, and
tacrefore. prefer it as abloodepurifier toany
other. This is ono rcason for its great
go;mhrity a3 & spring and family modicine,
ale, certain, and palatable.

" Western Assarance Company.

Forty-Third Annual Meoting.

o annual meeting of tho sharcholdera
of tho above company was hiold at its uflicea
at Taronto on Thuraday, 22nd Fubruary,
1 1804  Mr. A. M. Smith, Prealdent, occuplo«i
{ tho chair, and Me. J. J. Kenny, Mausging
Ui-cotor, was appointed 1o act as Socretery
to the mecting. Tho Secorotacy read tho
toltowing.

Yort)+Thind Annunl Keport
The Direoctors have Ylonum in prosenting
| herewith the forty third anoual roport of

tho company, with revenuo and expeaditure,

an profit and loss acvounts, fos tho year
| onding 31st Decombor 1aat, snd statemnent of
| avaota and Habititlesat tho oloas of tho year
1 In conformity with tho resolutiona pamsed
at tho special meeting of sharcholdera held
on tho 22ad of February last, tho pald u
capital of the company has beon fncreaeo
| to 81,000,000, and the tota! cash ansets now
| amount to §2,412,042.03,

1n regard to tho businoss transaated dur
Ing tho year, it will bo noted that tho pre
miun incomoshows a modorate increassovir
that of 1802 ; but, while tho rates of premium
obtained have, as a rulo beon such as, judg:
ing Ly past expericuce, would havu beon
amplo to yiold a falr profit in an ordinary
yenr, thoy have not proved sutlicient tomost
tho excoptional losses which this company
—1n common with others doing business 11
Canada and the United States—-has aas:
tained durfng 1583. Your Directors con.
sider howovar, that tho cau-es to which no
inconsiderablo proportion of the excesmivo
destruction of property by tire during tho
past twelvo months is attributable, may Lo
regardod as of a transitory naturo ; whilo its
effeats are likely to bo oxporienced in suc-
ceeding years jn tho maintenance of adeyuate
rates to fully roimlurse companies for the
lossoa thoy have sustained. The experionco
of this company in the past, as will be scen
by a referouco to ita annual reports, con
firms this opinfon, and at the same time
domonstrates the wisdom of accumulating
iu protperous times an ample reservo to meet
the demands of adverse yoars. [u this con-
neotion it may not be out of placo to refer
here to the fact that from the earnings of
the fivo years precoding tho one under ro-
viow we havo been able, after payiog
dividends at tho rato of ten per cent per
annum, to carry §315,000toour reserve fund ;
and aithough {n & business such as that wo
aro ongaged in no reliable forecast can ba
mudo of tho probable outenine of any one
year, yout Jdlrootors feol that they haveavery
rcason to anticipate that tho futuro ex-
poricace of the company will provo at least
as favorablo as {ta record in tho paat.

Tho Direotors fool that tho thanks of tho
shareholders arc duo fo tho oflicers and
agents of the company for thelr work in a
yoar which has beoa a particularly trying
ono to all concerned.

summary Fimancial dtatement.
1ies enue acrount :—

Total Lr‘ncou\e dncludl  ropriatt $ 2,625,503 03
Ex iture (tncluding ap] ation

h‘)?tll losses roported to Sm"i)mcm
Yer, 1893) e e
‘Total avscts aes

2,429,576 93
2412002 63

fund e 1,000,000 00

3.%'»:'3 (:r policy-holders ..... 2,005,036 58

The Prosident, in moving the adoption of
the roport, said :

In tho report you havo just heard read
the Directors }iavo placod bofore the share
holders what I think must bo regarded as
a cloar and {ntelligible atatemont of tho
trausactions of tho compavy for the past
yoar, and c! its financial condition at tho
close of lS;.‘)fiil Wo have rcfc;rcd tottho‘e:o

ricnce of the company in the past and
g:r anticipations fc?r its futore, and briif]
alludod to tho exceptionsl conditicns whic!
havo prevailed throughout tho financlal and
oommorcial wotld , but it may not boe inap
propriste for me to extend iy ohscrvations
somewhat, aud call your attention for a few
moments to tho goacral expericnce of com-

afes during tho trying times through
which we have passed, in thu businesin
which we are engaged. Insuranco has boen
alled tho hand maiden of commerce, and it
mast ba admitted that without the proteo-
tion it affords tho trade and commerce of
tho country wonld bocome paralyzed. Upnn
tho sccurity afforded by iusuranco compan-
ios ovory merchent and manufscturer is
largely depondent, and upoa this same pro-
tection our banks, loan companiesand other
foancial inatitutions roly for immunity from
tho risk of loss Ly fire and marine dissater §
in fact, noderwritors may bo regarded as
candorsers, in s limited senss, of almost
overy commorcial and financial transaction
of tho business community. With these
{ntlmate relations existing, it might nataral-
ly bo sup that insuranco companies
could not fail to bo sfected in no slight de-.
greo by the disturb-d conditlons prevalliog
in all branches of trade during 1893, and a
fow oxtracts from the atatemcnts of the
companics which have beon published in
Csnads and tho United States will afford
oconcluaive ovidenco that this has been the
case. Tho thirty-soven companics licensed
by tho Dominion Government to do bunneay
in Cansda report total prewivm recelpts for
yoar of §0,740,058, and total losses of $2,-
070,206, » ratio of losses to promiums of

742 per cent., or 12 per cvot, in exqess of
thio average ratio of tho preceding six years,
and {n tho United States, although thoe total
figuren of al! tho companies doing buelnea
thero have not yet boen oomnlled‘. wo lind
in the raport just ltaued by the New York
Stato Superintondent Insurance unyuestion
ablo ovlilence that tho buainess of tho coun.
tey hins ‘mm done at a conaiderablo loxs to
the comnpanios, This tc;;ott embraces tho
statemonts of ono hundred and twontr clght
American and forelgn compantes dolng fice
and marine buslvess fn the United States,
and shows a shrinkage of nearly 810,000 000
{a the combined surplus funds of theso com.
pantes, compared with that which they had
s year ayo, duo to tho extraordinary loases
of tho past year, and to th declive In the
market valug of maoy of their asscta.

Turaing from theso figures to our own
exporience, wo find that our loss ratio tn
Caunda s ncarly 10 por cont, halow the
avorage of thoe companles as a wholo and
that in tho United States wo compare fav
orabiy with tho Americsn and forelgn comn

nloa doing Lusincss there, 1 feol, there.
ore, that 1 may sum up the result of vur

car’s busincas by saying that, comparative.
y apeaking, wo regard it o o favorable
one, when wecousidertliogeneral experlence
as demonstrated by the figures I have
quoted.

In presenting tho last annual rosortto tho
sharcholdors & year ago, | pointed out that
In the precoding twenty soven years during
which I had tho honor of ocoupylog a scat
at this board, wo had, nutwithatandiog the
adverse oxpotience of acveral yeara la which
oxpenditure exceeds incone, beon able, out
of tho earnitze of the bulsncss, to pay &1,
015,000 in dividends to sharoholdets, and to
carry unzarly £800,000 to our Reserve Fund ;
and beforo resuming my seat it may Lo well
for mo to atsto Lifcly the grounds upon
which the Dircotors baso tho opinlons ox.
prersed {n tholr roport, that at leact an
cqually favorable record may reasonably bo
looked for in tho future.

First, lot mo say that our busiacas js suh.
ject to clomcats largely beyond human con.
trol, as well as senaitivo to tho fluctuationa
and distarbance of the commercial world,aud
that wo canacot reduce it to anythioglike an
oxact tcience nor etimate with any degreoof
certainty tho loszes which arc likely to
occur {nany one year.

Nevortholeas the history of fire insurance
shows—and our own records confirm this—
that, notwithstanding tho fact that wo
occarionally mont yeara which aro liable to
upsot onr calculatinns as to ratos which
should ylold a profit, If we take a poried
(say of tivoor ton yeurs) sulliciont to equalizo
fluctuations such as I havo referred to, wo
find that tho premiumsare anflicient to yield
a profit to the companica after paying all
lovses and expenaes, Further, wo believo
that the present rates of premium, speaking
goaerally, aro such “as aro likely to prove
remuntrative, and that with thoze maln.
tained, ac they doubtiess will be, and a
return to anythiog liko a normal fire record
companics will be reimbursed for tho losses
of 1503; and £ amglad tobs ina position
tosay that duriog tho past fow wmonths
losses have stzadily diminished, and that
thus far in tho presant year wo havonothing
to complain of {n this rospect. Our confid.
enco in the future is also largely based upon
tho present strony financial condition of tho
company, puesesalog ao it does cash assets
of upwards of §2,400,000, which must con-
tinuo to commaad for it a liberal sharo of
tho boat business of thiscontinent.

Tho Vice-Presidenst scconded thoadoption
of thereport whioh was carrled usanimously
and » cordial vote of thanks was passcd to
v President and Board of Directors for
thulr sorvices and atteation to tho intercsta
of the company during the past year,

Tho election of Directors for tho onsuing
yoar waa then proceeded with, and resulted
in the unanimous ro election of thoe old bosrd,
viz. : Mcssrs. A M Smith, George A Cox,
Hon. S. C. Wood, Robt. Beaty, G. R. R.
Cockburn, M. P., George McMurrich, H,
N. Bated, W. R. Brock, and J. J. Kenny,

At a moeting of the Board of Directors
held subsequontly, Mr. A. M. Smith was re-
olceted President,and Me. Georgo A. Cox.
Vica-Peresident for ¢).0 coaulag year,

A number of frienda of Sergoant todyins,
Croismolina, intond to present bim w&h a
testimonlal on the occasion of his vetiring
from tho forrc, on a ponsion. Sergeaat
Hodgios has been a very useful officer in
Crosrmoling, and is very popular with all
clazes.

CoLio AND Ri1pxEy Dirricorty.—MMr. J,
W. Wilder, J.P., Lafargoville, N. Y., writes:
o1 am subject to severoattacks of Colic and
Kidney, Difficulty, and find Parmeloo’s Pills
afford mo great vclief, whilo all other
romedics have failcd. They aro the best
medicine I have ever used.)” 1In fact wo
great istho power of thismedicinoto cleanse
and purify, that diseases of almoat overy
paro nature aro driven from tho body,

At tho recont oxataioation of tho Royal
Collego of Surgeons, England, lr. Redmond
Re-he was admitted s member.  r, Rocho
is a distinguishcd uate in Arts of the
Royal University of Ircland,



