IN NOVA SCOTIA AND TI

, X will uphold thee by the right hand of
righteousness.” And when the enticements
sin, and the allurements of tlir world would
thdraw you from the path of duty, let the
trmination of Jephthah engage you torepel

m, “ I have opened my mouth unto the Lord,

I cannot go back.” And if he felt that
s vow forbade him to *go back,” as he ex-
ases it, or, in other words, to avoid the per-

ance of that to which it bound him, how
uch greater reason have you to say so, when
t you have vowed is so much more to your
santage ! Jephthah’s vow bhound him to
rive himself of the society and affection of
only child. Tle must have felt like Abra-
. when going up to Mount Moriah, to offer
vis only son Isane, Your vow obliges you
werifice no gennine pleasure, to abandon
real enjoyment. It cngages you only to
ounce a life of sin, which both is, and must
inate in misery. It binds you to live in
service of God, to walk, to walk in * wis-
m's ways, which are ways of pleasantness,”

have chosen your portion.

you would not though you could. T1ap-
to you who have escaped the corruptions
the world, who have tasted the blessednes#
that hope that muketh not ashawmed, who
ve known the joy and the peaee of believ-
; and who are, in suipe degree, entancipat-
from the slavery of sin and of Satan;
uld you consent, though you might do it
safety, to go hack- to your former state,
be again as vou once were? No, my
s, you * cannot,” and you will not, # go

duty, of gratitude, to hold on your Chris-
course,
And to those who have known anything of
fistian_experience, and who have become
uinted, in any degree, with *the plague
their own hearts,” T nced not say that if
v depend upon their own strength and their
good resolutions, they will inevitably fill
k. Peter vowed to go with hix Master to
son and to death; yet, before the cock-crow
the succeedling morning, he had thrice de-
Him. And many have experienced simi- .
telipses. Many have vowed, aud yet have
n “gone hack,” not because they were in-
re, at the time, but heeause they trusterd

eir solicitations.  Well may you say like!

k” “You are bound to persevere,—bound !
every consideration, of honor, of interest, f

IE ADJOINING PROVINCES. R
"to fall, just tlmi they may the better hnow
themselves. Ha%ing tailed then from self-d.

pendance, trust in it ho mores but be strouy,
m the Loxd, and in the power of his might.

" But we fear there arc not a few who net
only “open their mouth wnto the Lord,” and
vet ¢ go back,” but who actually seem to thinw
"that there is nothing sinful in so doing. IHow
"' many are there, who, season after season, take
"their places at the table of the Lord, wher
:solf-dodication to_the service of God is, e
llcnst, implied, and who never geem to thir-.
that they are guilty of any breach of fhitt,
thongh they never show that were at all ..
curnest, by a single aet of self-denial, or ty
making a single sacrifice in obedience to the
divine authority! What! my friends, is it
not enough that you live in habitual disob-
dience to the Almighty? Will you aggravaic
your guilt by the hasest hypocrisy, and the
breach of the most sacred engagemente?
“RBetter it were that you should not vow tha .
that vou should vow and not pay.” Buta d..
avee of unfaithfulness, and a breach of faita

dto follow * her paths which lead to peace.” | that would make you infamous, if practiset.
The die is ' towards a‘fellow mw, seems to give you 1.0

t. * You cannot go back.” Butthis, I am ! concern, bevause practised towards God.

¢, I may also say concerning many of you, !

T call upon you oll, then, to pay your vows

| unto the Lord,—the vows which were mad:

for you in baptism. and which I have shown t.»
be binding upon vou,—the vows which yu.
have yourself made at a communion table,--
¢he vows you made when you entered thix
house of prayer, and joined in the ascriptions
of gratitude and praise that were offered tu
the Most High,—the vows that, when risiiy,
from a bed of sickness, you uttered with your
lips, that your future life should be consecra.:-
ed to Him who had brought through deej
waters, and restored you to health. And whit-
ever inducements may oceur to dissuade you,
say to them, in the words of Jephthah in our
text, # I have opened my mouth nto the Lord,
and I cannct ge back.”

0

THE BLESSED DAY,

They that profess to make every day a Sab-
bath, are making void the original purpose ot
God. God's purpose never was to make every
day a Sabbath, end it is mock-sanctity to eay
so. ‘'They who would raise every day to the
level of a Sabbath ure quite as far from the
aim of the divine institution as they who decg
down the Sabbath to the level of a common

their own strength, and looked not to Him
o alone can enable them to persevere.

o I this day spenk in the 1;waring of any
o have vowed with their whole hearts to be !
Lord’s, and who yet have sad causeto
ent their failure in performance? Let me !

day. During the six days man was to show
how he could serve and glorify God <n the
commmon duties of life; on the Sabbath he
was to show how God was to be served and
glorified by acts of direct and unmingled wor-
shil‘), This is the principle of the great Sab-

ort such to examine whether or not their ! bath-institute—a prineiple which runs through
sshave been anade under a right sense of | all ages—more so than ever in these last days,
it own weakness, and of the necessity of ! when men are cither denying religion alto-
inc help. Perhaps, like Poter, they may ! gether, or endeavoring to cject it from every-
¢ forgotten where their great strength lieth, | day life, and coufine it to a peculiar region ut
like him, they may have been permitted |its own.



