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siape, the cross is set uP, and the Saviour
is stripped and niailcd ta it between two
thieves. White the soldiers aire occupicd
iii this horrid wvork, Jestis prays-"' Father,
forgive thern;*for they know not what
îhey do." The soldiers now sit down,
and priests, scribes, eIders, and people
>a-s and rcpass under the cross, jibing

a:;d blasphienîingi titi one of the thievcs
tý o joins iii the railiîîg. lie is rebuikcd
1 y the other, to whoni Jcstis says, in ansý
wer to his humble petition. "'l'o-dayv shaht
thou be witlt me in Paradise." '.Chîe Sa-
viaur then looks down, and, seeing John
and Mary standing near enoughl to be
bpaken to, 1le utters 1-is thirdt word-
John 19.- 25-27.

VV-.4 5-49.-Aîid ncew the mniddlay hour
is corne. Mcei have fkasted on the sight
of Jesus bleeding on the cross, and the re-
l)resentatives of religion and order have
mnockcd liîn. The sun wilI look on it no
longer. A dar-kncss as of total eclipse
faits over ail the land, probablv a local
and supernatural glooni, the sign; of that
great darkness whichi was gathering about
the Saviour's Spirit, and the culnmination
of which is expressed in Ris bitter cry at
the end on the threc hours-v. 46. Dur.
ing those threc niysteriouis lîours, no
ivord seenis ta have brokeni the awful
silence. Hie is treading the winc-press
atone. He is classed arnong the enemies
of God, and counited accursed by ilien,
(Gal. 3: 13), ba-ing. made a curse for us.
Ile is bearing 'our sins iii is own body
on the tree. He is mnade sin for us. Mis
bitter. cry indicates twvo things :-(i) That
it was not the pain, flot even the hate and
cruelty of men, that clouded Mis Spirit,
but tliat, in some niysterious Nvay, the
wrath of God ivas pourecl otit on Mini, the
belovcd, on Hum as our substitute, there-
fore; (2) That His failli was nor shaken,
for His crv still iq, '«ily Gcid." Never
w.as H-e •ore the beloved of Mis Father
than at this hour.

Thc lighit breaks through the darknless,
as lie cries "'« ji God:." and nov the sense
of physical nced comics upon lini. ', 1
thirst," is the filth word, for ail prophecy
miust be fulfilled by lIim-Ps. 69. 21.
One by-stander-probably a Roman. ýoldicr
-is touchcd with pity; and, taking a
stalk of hyssap-a recd that, froin the bse
of the plant we knaw miust have been less
thian a yard long,-he ittaches a %ponige ta
it, and, clipping tlint in the hucket of
viniegar or thin wvine tlîat stood by for the
use of the soliers, lie puts it ta thé lips
of fesus At the sanie time, the unawed
unfeeling crowd takýc iii the Hebrew word
for God, wvhicli He had just used, andi
îîîocki igly bandy il about with the ttunt

that île wvas calling-, tpon Elias for hcýlp-
titi even the anc who held the vinegar to
lus rnouth repeats the tauint. Mark 15.
35-37-

V. 5o.-The strenigh of Jestis is unu~x.
hausted, but Mis work, is donc. Witt, a
loud voice, He titters Ilis si.xth word-
"« I is finisliccl;" and then, wx.h the pra%(vr
from that sanie Iloly Wriî that Ile 1.îdi
found sufficient in every tnal of lis Ilile-
" Father, int Thy h,înds I commnit mn%
spirit, a liWc,. aftci Ilrce o'clot.k, or bi:-
tween the two Cceniîîgs, Ile %itclded ui)
tlîe glîost.

Vv 5i-53.-Thé attendant miracles.-
Each of these has'a xîîeaning of ils oma.
1lebrews 9 th and iotlî explain ftl', the
first. There is now acccss tu Gud fur .tà
1w tlîe new and living, «ay 'l'lie i.arî,
quakcd, c."ta show Ilis -iLtory oýf-r
cleath at the monment of its sccming 1, iu-ur%
over Mini. And, on the murninig of Il,
resurrection, some of the saints Wîho hadI
bcen in tlîcir gra% es arobe, and appcartui
uuita nn,-a strange and îîîast satisfat.
tory pledge of the general resurrection.

V. 5 4 .- Tlie tcstimaony of tîxe ctru.
Froin iNark 15 - 39, it appears titat hf-
wvas especially iIiilressed by the loud cri,
instantly followed by death, su diffucnt
froin the usual slow death by exiiausîïtii-
cliaracteristie of crucifixion. Tlius car.;.
did the cross show its power. A thif
and a Gentile soldier are its two tirs-
trophies.

On the physical cause of the Lord'sI
deaîlî, sec last cliapter of Ilanna's borck.

THIRD SAI3BATH.
SUIiJECI :-Thc .A'eszrr;ectio;z -Mt.

28: 1--s.
he story of tlîé Re-surrection is toiti

differently by the four Evangelists, catfi
giving the tacts that imnpi-ussd hi lmbcài
niost, or that suited the purpose lie hid
lu -%riting

Vv. 1-4.--Our. Lord lay iu Uic grii-c
part of the sixth, the wliolc of tic se, enîh,
aud the farst hours of first dv of thlîcc
The Sabbath ended at six in-th Uiceruî;ig,
and the %a onàcn %%ho liait btood at îi.,.
cross to thîe last, %îlîo had btcu) Ibm1
butried,-and liad Iprt-îarcd blpkcse tu cmr-
baixi His body, canie very eai ly, on the
nîarning of the first day of thie'weck, ta
the sepulchre. Matthc1w n-mies the tita

May;Mark adds Savouîc; aund Luhc
a;lds 1-Joanna, and others with them.*
They may have corne in two groups».
From Mark 16: 2, 9, and fron Mat. _-S.
ii, we inter .that, the resurrc:ian to0k*
place flot lonîg hefore the coming of Ua-t
wonien. The accouint ofliow it liappenctl
is given in v. :!-4, of the tesson.


