
THE D)EAD-LINIE J N THE lN.LR. ulatcd ivith this pestilent idea conclude that it

DY 11EV. THEODOPE L. CUYLEII, D. D. is "extra liazardous" to call aiy ininister to their

EVERL yarsago grni pecte-foinpulpit if bis family record shows that hie lias
~'VE A yas goagrnspcZe>ri been ia this world as long as Miost mon hiave
certain latitudes do"'xî East -iliUld its whien they are elected to the Governor's chair of

apeaace eaig nit bLsybo' ueacommonwezalth, or to the Presidency of the
inscription, "The ministerial dead-liie of flf ty!" United States.

lb et om febl kuesto baing aD> i Jockeys examine the teeth of a horse before
rasd aneamn tesppycouiitce fmakîng a purchase; and the xninistry of the

vacant pulpîLs anîd pastorless Ilocks. As tis il1- Lord Jesus Christ are of ten subjected Vo a
faord retue sstliroinngroa) li~ similarprocess. A Christian minister is to be

paternal ancestor "seekzing whoin it may devour" estimatcd, like a horse, by the fire in bis nerves,
it may lia well to challenge it wi th ofie or two anld the ainount of "go" i» bis physical teii-
pertinent questions. peraient. If lie cannot "trll is auditors as

First of ail, wlihy thnt word " ministcrial ?" lie once did, if lie is inot equal to nîaling neiw
We do not remember to bave heard of a legal, <lepartures "Io "suit the inies," if lie cannlot
or medical, or political, or commercial, clead-line. attract auditors by f reshi novelties, thon accord-
These secular callings scem to hiave oscaped Illo ing to dhese theological physiologists hoe lias
affiction enti-ely, or have it so mildly as noV to passed tIe dead lino, and. like a basket of
awaken any cominiseration. la ail tiiose pur- u ninai-ketable eggs, lie bas survived bis usefuil-
suits long experience and wide observation are a Ilss What chance Nvouid "Paul tlie agcd",
positive advantage. stand -nitb sonie modern supply comimittees, or

Whiere there is a baffling case of dîsease, people with deputations who go out foraging for cari-
are very apt Vo send for the old doctor whio is didates?
familiar with about cvery disease that flesh is If the xiiniistry is tic one profcss.on to be sua-
heir to. In an important law suit, the clients jcrýcd Vo this new statute of IlinîituLions, wvly
must nlecds eall in some vetoran who carnies in pat f'ie Mark at the age of fiXtyî As a simple
bis ]hoad the dlecisions of a hundred courts. inattzr of facet,thiisideaispcrfectlyprepostcrous,

Wben France invaded Gernîany twcnty-ive ats iiuniiberless cases wîill certify.
yenrs ago, thi-ce old bonds -%vere put together- We noed not go back to suclî illustrious
Emperor William, Bismarck and Von Moltke- examples. as Thomas Chalmers leading the
the opposing force was swept away like chaff oz, exodus of the rdree Church of Scotland at sixty-
a thrcsbing floor. three, and Job» Wesiey stili holding the helmn of

The niost cxtmaordinary statesman now living Methodismn at eigbty-seven.
performied nearly ail his Most niarvellous feats Let us ozily look around to sec thc men -%vho
in Parliamnent and on the hustings after lie bad are at the front to-day. D3y common consent
passcd the lino of th-eo-score. Johin Quincy there is no clergyman on this continent -%vlo by
Adams becýame the terror of ail 1.is focs on the the co-iibination of varicd scholarship, lofty
dloor of Congress aftor lie began to be knowvn as chai-acter and brilliant oratory is quite the peer
"the oZd mane loquient." 'In regard Vo the legal of Dr. Richard S. Storrs; yet all bis finest
medical, literiy, political or mercantile pursuits, achiovements of pulpit, piatformi or the press
no one seemns to have ever discovered this ghost have bec» wvroughit beweuthe age-s of fifty and
of a "dcad ine" lurkzing behind the fiftietli seventy-fire I Tlie prince of British preachers,
milestone on the journcy of life. Dr. Alexander MeýILarcuýi, lias latcly passcd bis

The one profession tlîat is invaded by this seventieth bii-Vb<lay, and imy liclovcrd oid friend.
spectre is the Christian ministry. If you i.qur.ie Dr. New-mani hall, at four-score, bias just coin-
of the *oelevers in this ncew fangled theory, thcy pict-d one of thc xnost fruitful ycars of bis
will probably Vell you tha> the nervous systeni cvn-lsc labors.
of ministers is apt Vo show some si:ýia of ex- Wc need noV -ste timo or space by calling-1
haustion at the age of fifty or thiereabouIt,. the i-oh ! the mon -who ai-e slîephcrding t.he<
.&ccording Vo this mniserable inateri-xlistie vie%%-, la-gcst fiocks, or produci .g the ridhest discour-
the i-cal power of an ambassador of Jesus Christ ses, or carryving the grcarcst wvcigbit in ail ecclesi-
does flot lie in biblical kznowvlcdgc, or a sanctified astical assembllies; thcy are -chiefly tue mx
hicart andlioly chai-acter, or the indwvclling of wlhose mental and spiritual fibor lias been coin-
the Divine Spirit; bis powcer lies chiefly in the pacted by at loasb bialf a century of ex\perienice
nerves and in the celis of the brain. in t'le confliets of life.

The theory is tInt these pliysical (or animal) TIc obstacles «tblich a faithful and tru]y enra.-
forces i-eacl their Maximum at about ifty, and gehical Iuinistry have to eneounter in these days
then their unhappy possessor strikzes tIe "dcad of increasing matcrialism ai-e bccoming More
line." He bas rer-dhcd blis nieridian, and hietce- and more formidable.
forth lis sun is on the decline!1 Churches 1110e- If, in addition to these oostacles, there is Vo be
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