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lotigingiy dlrected toward thefu cities of North
Hlonan, especially toward *Chang Tô Fu,' whichi
aeemed t.o offer a location so mizch more hecaflhy
than 'Wei HIui Fu;' while 'Hwai Chlng Fu,'
the third fu city iii our mission field is situated
too far to the south-west~ to attempt its occupa-
tion in the inception of ourw~ork.

The inhabitants of Chang Tô Fu, fi-ou the
first treated oui- missionaries %Yho visited tiiere'
with great fricndliness. Shortly however, before
the establishment of our mission in lionan two
of our missionaries who visited there were
rather uncereînoniously forced by the officiais to
leave the city. Thus the way Vo securing
property there seemed completely blocked, and
the mission teînporarily contented it.self with
obtaining a footliold in the smaller town of Chu
Wang thirty miles c-ast of 'Chang Té,' whiclh
bas been occupied as a station ever since. The
ultimate occupation of the fu, the chief centre,
was steadily in view and to, this end very littie
lias been expendeà upon buildings or improv--
ments at Ch'u Wang, where ail the missionaries
live in the ordinary native houses witli very
slight alterations. From ' Chu Wang' as a
base, members of the mission have been con-
stantly touring to, Chang Té and its vicinity,
that the people there mighit become accustomed
to our presence. This mnight have continued to
be the state of affairs for inany years, hnd not a
peculiar train of circumstanccs opened the way
for immediate occupation.

In the autumn of '93, Mr-. Goforth Nvith somne
batives, wvhile touring among the bis iii West-
trn Honan, far away froin Chang Té and fartlier
!rom Ch'u Wang discovered sonie scurrilous
placards postcd up in public places iii Vowns, re-
viling foreigners as ki<nappers and murr-Xcrers of
childi-en, and warning ail native-s gainst thein.
These placards were taken down and brought
home. Shortly after this Mi-. Goforti w-ifle
stopping in an inn at Chang Té 'vas, visited by
two, of the chief city gentry and ordered to Icave
knmediately. This, Mir. Gotortit refused to do
until he chose, at the same bime appeaiing to thc
Emperor's edict of '91, a copy of which lie had
with hiru.

About this time our miasion was advised by a
retired missionary in Shanghai Vo forward Vo Il.
B M. Minister at Pekin, any evidence that we
iniglit have against the Chinese, of an anti-
foreign nature, to be used by the foreign repre-
sentatives there in pressing for a saxttsfactory
settlement of the rict and murders at Sung Pu
in Yang Tsè Valley. Following tlîis advice,
copies of the placards discovered by us, together
with an account of the treatracut.Nr. Goforth
had reccived at Chang Té were forwarded Vo
H. B. M. Minister O'Connor. Our intention bc-
ing only that what w-e sent should serve as
evidence to aid in the satisfactory settlement of
the Yang Tsê troubles, we were plensantly sur-

prisedl tiierefore, when w-e were apprised hy
return of mail that our rnatter had been plact-d
in the ha.r.ds of H. B3. 31. Consul under wvlîost-
jurisdiction we are and tlîat immediate redress
ivould be dernanded for us fromn the Chinese.
autiiorities.

Shortly afterwards tlae Channg Té Fu magis-
trate sent over a deputy Vo investigate the case,
Vo bita "e stated our %vhole matter clearly and
lie promised Vo have it settled by posting up in
Chang Té and several other large towns ln our
field, proclamations setting forth oui- righits as
misuionaries- in Honan and forbidd in,-,the issuing
of sucb placards as those found by Mr. Goforth.
When Vwo, menibers of the mission visited
Chang Fé a week afterwvards they found most
favorable proclamations posted at the four city
gaVes, as 'veil as at other publie spots in the city.

Before the missionaries had been iii the city a
day, t'vo fine premises inside and one outside
the city wall ivere offecred Vo them for sale. The
cornrnon people, al ways friendl3-, ernboldened by
the proclamations, offéred us land until we had
no less, -han *thirteen lots ofr,-red us. Most of
them, however, being inside tic city w-ail 'vers
considered too unbeaithy for the permanent i-e-
sidence of foreigo ladies and childi-en, so the idea
of purclîasing thern 'vas not entertained. Twvo
or tlîree very suitable lots, hoivever, -%cre Vo be
liad outside the city wvall iii the northern suberb.

Scarcely is it possible to imagine a case in
which Divine leading coul<l be more olear. The
w-ay to purchasing property in the very part of
the cityv ie wisbed, 'vas, unsought by us, opened
by a peculiar and prolonged train of ri-c-uni-
stances, w-hich began with the finding of the
placards iin West Hlonan and ended îvith the
possession of property in Chang Té.

In April, 1894, the property 've wished to buy
w-as selected, the neighibours ivere ail consuited
as Vo their willingness Vo have foreigners so near
tlient, and beixîg found agreenhle, the writings
%vere drawnz up and part of the price paid over Vo
the landlord. Tho land had certain rnortgages
upon iV w-bich had Vo bc redeemed before we paid
the full aniouit.

The landiord having rccived the fi-st instal-
ment froni us instead, of redcstning the mort-
gages, as lic ag-ced Vo do, spent the cash in other
îvays, anti, appareiitliy half-lW.d-ieving the comimozi
report that aIl forcigners )uld have to leave on
accounit of the w-r,-thiough Mr-. Mac.tG"ivray
kcept hini painfully couscions of the fact that, at
least, one nble-bodied forcigner still x-eraincd in
Hlonani-seemcd to cherish the hope that lie
would fiually ho both cashi and land in pocket by
the transaction. In June the tenants in the
bouses vacated theni and Mr. MacGiliivx'ay took
possession of them anîd the land on Nvhich they
stood, though the adjoining land 'vas yet uni-e-
deemed.

Tlius the landiord aLowed niattrs Vo, drag OU
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