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plice amongst their stated observances;
and lastly, that it was a voluntary contri-
bution by each according to his ui»ility. I
might add the romark, that there is no al-
lusion to any other mode of collecting funds
for church purposcs. The extravrdinary
contributions made in the extraordinary
circumstances of the church at Jerusalem,
wero singular only *in the amount contri-
buted. li*’or if those who had possessions,
sold themn and poured the prico into the
treasury, it was still a voluntary offering,
as appears from the rebuke which Peter
addressed to Ananias, “while it remnined
was it not thine own, and after it was sold
was it not in thine own power?” Neither
then, nor at any other time, did a commu-
nity of property, or any stated exaction, be-
come the law of the Christian church. The
treasury was replenished by voluntary, con-
tributions, in which liberality is mentioned
as praisworthy and well-pleasing to God.
This was in haimony with the genins of a
dispensation under which the law is written
in the heart. The exaction of tithes and
stated taxes §glonged rather to & formal
dispensation, whose observance was in the
letter.

It may be asked then, is this the whole
law of the New Testament? And we an-
swer, no! While the amount is thrown
back upon the enlarged and liberal spirit
of the man whose heart is warmed by the
love of that God whuse goodness it over
all, and upon the fidelity of the man who is
not his own but is bought with a price—
divine Wisdom has provided for the regular
and systematic operation of christian prin-
ciple by giving us precise directions as to
the time, the occasion, and proportion in
which the stated contribution s to be made.
We have it expressly enjoined upon chris-
tians, that they should not neglect the sta-
ted assemblics of the church, and we ga-
ther from the Acts of the Apostles that the
time of such stated assemblies was on the
first day of the week. It is true, that we
cannot quote a great number of passages
in support of this assertion. When we
Yook for evidence of merely human prac-
tice, in the writings of a merely human
historian, we may require numerous quo-
tations to give certainty. But when we
search an inspired record, for evidence of
the practice of men under the infallible
guidance of the 8pirit of God,one instance
is as good as a thousand. We do not de-
mand that God should speak oftener than
once, to give us assurance of a truth,
Hence the confidence with which all Chris-
tendom relies upon the solitary example of
the church at Troas as cstablishing the
duty of assembling for public worship on
the Lord’s day. It it not for me to ex-
plain how they set aside the avowed ob-
ject of such a meeting “to break bread.”
The two facts that *the fellowship,” or

collection, was one of those stated obser-
vanous, and that the Lord’s day was the,

time of their stated assembling, will pre.
pare you for the dircctions which I now
quote from Paul’s epistlo to the Corinth.
inng, as constituting the express law of the
Lord Jusus on the point now before us—
“Now concerning the collcction for the
saints, as I have given order to the churchex
of Galutin, even so do ye. Upon the first
day of the week Jet every onz of you lay
by.bim in storc, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no gutherings when I
come.”

Regarding the application of this passa,
to our present purpose, let me remark in
the first place, that the apostle is speaking
concerning the public contribution, and
gives his directions with the avowed object
of avoiding hurried collections after his
arrival, and then it will be evident that the
directions cann~t be fulfilled by cach pi-
vately laying aside a portion of ivis income
to be used for charitable purposes Dod-
dridge accordingly tmnsfates and para-

hrases the passage—* let evervoneof you
ny something b{‘ in proportion to the de-
gree in whi~* he had been prospered—
and let him oring it with him to the place
where you meet for public worship, trea-
suring it up in the common stock.”” Mac-
kuight translates it “let cach of you lay
somewhat by itself, according as he may
have prospered, putting it into the trea-
sury.” In addition to these, it may at
least be a matter of interest to you, to
learn the testimeny of ecclesiastical history
as to the general practice of the early
churches.

Neander, without entering formally into
anyinquiry as to the mode in which the
treasury wis replenished, makes several
incidental allusions to the practice of the
churches in the first ages, which shew that
they were strictly in accordance with the
apostolic directions, as above interpreted.
In his « History of the christian religion and
church during the three first centurics,”
when deseribing tho brotherly love of the
early christians, he says: « The care of provi-
ding for the support and maintenance of the
stranger, the poor and the sick, of the old
men, widows and orphans, and of those who
were imprisoned for faith’s sake, devolved
on the whole community. This was one
of the chief purposes for which voluntary
contributions at the times of assembling
for divine service, were established.” Again
in the same work, speaking of the relation
of presbytersto the church, he says: « From
the church fund, which was formed by
voluntary contributions of cvery member
of the church, at every Sunday service, or
as in the north African church, on the first
Sunday of every monih, a part was-used
for the spiritual order.”

Such was the simple but yet-efficient

order of the cl:urches, until the usurpation
of the clergy on the one hand, and the po-

liey of the Roman emperors on the other,

subverted the rights of the people, and
changed the organizution of the church into
a corrupt and pliant tool of the govern-
ment.  Then the wealth of the world was
poured into its coffers, until, according to
Plancke, “The clergy in the several pro-
vinces, under” the coluur of the churel,
held in their possession one-tenth part of
the entire property of the empire.”

Those who are tied down in their action
by the canons, decrees and acts of ecclesi-
ustical legislaturcs, or by the arbitary die-

8¢ | tates of scctarian uenage, may investigate

such n subject as & matter of mere curious
criticism, or historical research; and bav-
ing ascertained the import of such a pas-
sage ns thut before us, or the practice of
the first churches in accordance with such
directions, they must leave it there as &
thing that does not practically concern
theraselves. But if we are sincere in our
professed submission to Christ as our head
and to his revealed will as our rule, the ul-
timate object of our inguiry is, not “ what
did the uapostles direct, and the first chris-
tians p. actice 2 but “ what does the Lord
require us to do?” as intimated in these
directions or that practice. And in an-
swer to this inquiry, I believe we have it
puinly and definitely iaid down: 1st. That
the funds of the church are to be derived
from the voluntary contributions of the
lovers of Christ and his cause. 'There is
not a hint in the scriptures of obtaining
money for the sexvice of Christ from worldly
men, on any preiext. On the contrary, it
ig presented as one of the peculior duties
and privileges of discipleship to contribute.
Aund the motives by which giving is encour-
aged or enforced, are such as eould be ad-
dressed only to christians. Love to him
who, though he was rieh, for our sakes be-
came poor—Ilove to the breshern—and the
remembrance that with such sacrifice God
is well pleased, are the arguments by which
they were admonished to give, “ noy grudg-
ingly or of necessity, but every man accrod-
ing as he purposcd in bis heart, for God
loveth a cheerful giver.” The christian of
ull ages must consider that he is not his
uwn, but bought with < price: that all he
has, as well as all that he 1s to have, is the
Lord’s; and that he is but a steward, who
must render an account.

2. The time and manner of giving is pre-
scribed. It is not left to any time or occa-
sion when our feclings may be morved by a
special appeal, or some ineidental impnuise.
It is wade a regular duty, in the punetu
observance of which, we muy rest assured,
Christ’s eause will be best served, and car
own welfare best promoted. “On the first
day of the week let every one of you lay
somewhat by itself, putting itinto the trea-
sury.” False and formal religion delights
in the observance of days and months, and
times and years; and separates its claims
as much as possible from the ordinary and



