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place amongst their stated observances; Cirne of Llieir stated asscmbling, wii pro- sîîbvcrted the righte of the peqple, and
anîd lastly, titat iL was a v'oluntary conhri- paro you for tho directions w hichi 1 now elianged the organiaioe of!h Uchdurclî iute
bution b y cadi accordiii, te his ability. I quote frein Paul's c pistie to the Corinth- a, corrujît and pliant tbol of the govera-
rnisht add tho rernark, thant therc is ne nt- jans, as constituting trie express law of the ment. Then the wcnltb of the world was,
1w,îon tu any other mode of collecting funds ILord Jesus on the point nowv before us-- poured into its coffcrs, until, nccording te
for clîurclî purposes. The cxtraurdiiînry ùNZow concerning tic co!lcction for the 1iaticke, uTeclergy i the Uiceveral pro.
contributions made in tho extraurdinary saints, ait 1 have given order Lu the churchàc vinces, uiidor' tho culuur of thc chuteli,
eîrcurnstances of tic churchi nt Jerusakîn, cf Galatin, even se do yc. Upon the first lield iii their possesion onc-teinth part of
were singrular only -in tie anlount contri-1 day of the week Jet uvery onz of you lav the entire property of thc empire."
butod. 'or if thoso who liad poew-±ions, by.bin in store, as <Jod bath prospered Tisoloae eddwinhircto
fflid thein and poured tic prico into the irn, ditt there bc no gîdlîe-rings when, 1' by os Uc c anons, dcree n t of cti-n
treasury, iL wus still a voluntary offering, Icorne."1 .tical kgý,islaturep, or by the arbitsiry die-as appears front the rebuko wlîich Pectler Regarding the application of this passage tates cf sectarian titrage, may invuùate~tacldrossod to Ananias, Ilwlîile it remnainctd to our present purposo, lot tac remark ]u such a subject as a matter of mere curieuswas it flot thitte civn, and aftor iL wILs sold the first, place, tuat Uic apestie is spoulLn>g criticisni, or luistorical research; and bay-was it net iii thine own power'?" INcithicr concerning Uhe public contribution, and ing ascertained thc import of such a pas-tion, lier at any other trne, did a coinmu ges irections with tie avowed objuct sage as tîint before us, or the practice ofriity o! property, or any stated exaction, b e- of avoiding hurried collections after biq the firot cliurcheu in accordanre 'with auchcornte tlîo lîîw o! tho Chîl-stian church. The arriva], and thoen i t will bc evidont tliat the directions, thoy rmust bcave it there au atreasury was replenished by voluntary con- directions cann'-t bo fulfilled b*~l 1 * thing that doles flot practically concernitributions, in which liberality is montioed, vately laying aside a portion of bis incorno thertselves. But if we are sincere ini ouras priswortby and well-plcasing te God. wo bo used for charitable p-irpoess Dod- professed submission te Cbrist ae oir headTilts was in bai mony with Llîo gonins cf a Indge accordingly transi ates and para- and te his reveitled will as our raie, the ul.dispensation undor whicli the law is written uhses the passae-"l et everv one o! you tnaeoje foriqiyint"wa
in the heart. The exaction cf tthe8 anid ! oeting bl in proortion te the du- dgd the aposties direct, and the first chris-sated taxes tlonged ratiier te a formai grec in whi-- ho hadl boen presperd- tians p. cictice V" but IIwlaat dcc. the. Lorddispensation, whose observance was in the îuid let hum oring it with bi tai t0he placerequire us te do?" as infimated in illesa
letter. whhi v ou incet for public worship, trea directdons or slîat practice. .And in an-It may bc asked thon, isttsthe wholelaw f:beNewTestmen? An wean- îîH it up in the common stock." Mac- swer te tiais inquiry, I bolieve we bave ifne! ofl the amuntAdw an kng translates iL lot cadi of you laY p'talily and definitely laid dlown: Iat. Tuatswer, ne hl h mu t i -own sornowhat by ibsel!, according as be nia), ie fends cf the elîurch arc te bo derivedback upen the enlarged and liberal spirit have prospered, putting iL inte the trell- frein tic voluntary contributionis of thecf the nian ivhose bocarh is warnied by the sUr),.,, Ia addition te these, ih maY at lovers cf Christ and his cause. There islove of that God wlîcse goodness it over Ieast be a natter cf interest to yen, te fnot a hint in the seriptures o! obtaiiingall, and upon the fidelity of thc man who as learn tic testimeny cf ecclesiastical history rnoncy for tlîe sevice of Cbist from worldly

nethîsow bu isboghtwit aprice- as te tlîe genora practice o! the earlY1 mon, on an y pretext. On the contrary, itdivine Wisdom bas provided for tlîe regular ehurches. 'iï prcscnted as one cf the peculiair dutiesand systemnatie operation cf christian pria-
cîple by giving us precise directions as te Neandor, witlîout entering fornîally into and privileges cf discipleship te con tribute.
thc ime, the occasion, and proportion in anyînquiry as te the mode in wbich thc And the motives by wlîich giving is encour-
'which the stated contribution is tu be made. trcasury wÎB replenished, makes several nged or enforced, are such as could ho ad-
%Vo bave iL expressly enjoitied upon chris- inciclentaI allusions to the practice cf tic dressed only to christians. Love te hlm
tians, that they should flot nogleet the sta churches in the first ages, whichi showv that who, though ho wvas rich, f0r oar sakes be-
ted assemblies of the church, and we g- they were strictly in accordanco witlh the came poor-love te tho brethern-and tie
ther fromtheUi Acts cf the Aposties that the apostolie directions, as above interpretcd. reniembrance ilhat with sncb sacrifice God

ie o! sueh state assemblies was on tho LI bis 9- Hlistory cf the christian religion and is wl laeaeteagmrsb hc
lirsL day of the week. It is truc, that weu rc during thc three first centurics," thoy wcre admonished te give, "net grd-
cannot quote a grah number cf Pasae when doscribing tho brotherly love of the iîîgly orcf necessity,butevcry mn acro-
in support o! this asse-rtion. When we early christians, lie says: IlThe cure of provi- ing as hie purpnsed in bis besa-t, for God
look for evidence o! merely human praoe- ding for tho support and maintenance of tic luveti a cheerful giver." Tite christian of
lice, in the wrihingii o! a morely humas stranc'er, the poor and the sicis, o! Uic old ail tiges must consider that Le is net his
historian, we may re1juire nurnerous que- mon, widoivs and orphans, and of thoso wlio own, but bought with -~ prîce: that ail he
taLions te give certainty. Buh whea w were împioe for faith's sake, devolved lias, as well us all thatli is te have, is Uicr
search an inspired record, for evidence o! on tie whole community. This was ue Lord's; and &bat lic lis but a steward, who,
tho practice of mon under the infaillible cf the chie! purposes for which voluntary must rendur an accourit.
guidance o! the Spirit o! God, one instance contributions nit the imes o! assembling 2. The drne and inanner cf *ivig la pre-
là as good as a týaousand. We do net de- for diesine erc, wein estaihe Aelaion scribed. It is not loft te any lime or cca-
mand that Ged should speak oftener than ii h aewrs paigo h eainsica wviin cur feelings mýay be movred bya
once, te give us assurance o! a trutia. ofpresbytcrs to the church, ho says. '-Frorn specinu appeal, or soe incidentai iràpuie
H-enco the confidence with whieh ail Chis- the church fuad, which was formed by Tt is inade a reguni- duty, ia tbc punetua
teîîdom relies upon the solitary example cf vlna cotbuiro! a- mbrobservance of which, wc mu-v rest assured,
the church at Troa., as cstablishine the of the church, ah every Sunday service, or Cbrist's cause ii be best servcd, and car
duty cf asserabling for publie worshîp on as in the north African church, on the first ewiî ielfaro best promoted. "On the lirst
the Lerd's day. fih it flot for me te ex- Sunday of every mouLu, a part was -utd day of the week Me every one o! you lay
plain how they set aside the avowed Ob- for the spiritual order"- somewhat hy itself, pitttang à into thc trea-
ject of such a meeting "lte break bread." Such was the simple but yet .efficient sury." False îad formai religion delights
Tule twe faiets that Ilthe fcllowship," or- order of the c'-urches, until the usurpation in the observance of days and naontlis and
collection, was one of those stated o>bter-1 o! the clergy oýn the one hand, and the pe- tines and ycars; and sepax-ates its laimts
vainces, and that Uic Loi-d'a day was the, licy cf tlîo Roman emperors on theoothoer, as mnucl as possible from, the ordinary andi
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