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NATURAL HISTORY.

SPORTS OF INSI}CTS.
It is not gencrully known that some of the
‘dmallest inseets ure discovered to cujoy them-

‘ordina ¥ toils, or sutiating thennselves with
'f'(')od. Jjust as regularly as s the cuse withhu-
man beings.  They run ruces, wresile with
gach other, and, outof fun, cutry cach other
o their backs, muchin the same wanner as
joys. These pleasing characteristics of in-
ects, ure pai ticularly obsers able amongaats,
which are remarhuble for theie sagueity.

anet, u Freach author, suys he oliserved
afémull species of ants, which, in the uter-
[vals of therr industry, cimployed themselves
i carrying each other on ther bucks, theri-
der holding with his mandibles the neck of
Bisbeurer, und embracing it closely with his
ks, Gould, anotlier writer o ants, mentions
‘that be hus often witnessed these exprcises,
}3@! says, that in all cases, after being carri.
dtoe certiin length, the ant was fet goma
(fg ndly manner, aud received no petgonal
‘E&my This wMUSEHIL L is often repeated,
lgﬁrglqlﬂarl) amony the hill ants, whoare ve-
ty fond of this spurtive exercise, 4

Tt was among the same species that Fou-
bér vbserved sunilar proceeding.. I ap-
prdached,” he says, ¢ onc day, to the forme-
qary pf woud auts, gaposed to the sun, ayd
glel!crt‘d from the nerth.  Tue ants wete
eapedd upon one another in great numbers,

yelves in sports and  amusements, after their |

ting when the least animated, having over-

thrown his antagonist, succeeded i esca-
y ping, and biding i one of the galleries, I
one place, two auts appeared to be vam-
boling about a stulk of gras<, turning alter-
i untely, to avoid or seize each other, which
beousht to my recotlection the spott und
pastiie of young dogs when they  rise on
their hind legs, attempting to bite, over-
throw, und seize each other, without once
closing their teeth. To witness these facts,
it is necessary to approuch the ant hills
withiuch caution, that the ants should hayve
no idea of your presenee ; if they had, they
i would cease g moment their plays or ther
i becuputions, curve up their tmls and emit
| thetr venom.'

THE STUDY OF THE MATERIAL WORLD.

Maay, with unwezricd diligence, pursue
the procress of nature in the growth of u
plaut, or the foimation of an insect.  They
spare neither labour nor expense to till ther
cabiitets with every curivus production ;
they travel from chmate to climate ; they
submit with cheerfulness to fatigue and in-
clement seasons ; and think thewr indusiry
sufficiently compensated by the discovery of
some unusual phenomenon. Not a pebble
that lies on the shore, not aleat that waves
in the torest, but attracts their notice and sti-
wulates theiringuiry,  Events, or incidents,
that the vulgar regurd with terror or indif-

aod appcurml to cnjuy the temperatuie on
.ihes‘urtgcc of the nest.  None of them were
‘atwork ; and the immense multutude of in-
1sects presented the appuarance of a hquid w
‘astate of ebullition, upun which 'he eye
L could scarcely be fixed without ditheulty ;
but when b examined the conduct of cach
ant, 1 saw thiem approach one another, mo-
viug their attemsie with astonishing rapdity,
while they patted, with a slight wovemeny,
the'cheehs of other ants.  After these pre-
Liminary gestures, winch rescinbled carress-
ing, they wore ohsersed to raise themselves
dpnight on their hind legs by pairs, struzgle
tozether, scize cach other by the mandible,
fuot, or attennw,and then immediately relax
their hold to recommence the attack. They
fastened upon each other’s shoulders, or
belhies, embraced and overthiew 2ach other,
n raised themselves by turns, tuking their
tevenge without producing uny scrious mis-
chief. They did not spurt out their venom
Q{jp their combats, nor retwin their oppo-
Heats with that obstinacy wiich we observe
in their real quarrels. ‘They presently aban-
doned those which they had first scized,
ned endeavoured to catch others. 1 have
teen some who were so cager i their exei-
ises, that they pursued several of the work-
s i succession, and struggling with them
of afew homents; the skinmish only termina-
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fracnce, afinrd them supreme delight they
1ejotee ut the ieturn of a comet, and cele-
brate the blooming of an aloe, mure thon the
birth of an emperor.  Nothing is left unex-
plored.  Air, ocean, the minutest vbject of
sense, s well as the greatest and most 1e-
mote, are accurately and attentively scru-
tmzed.  These researches are laudable, and
suited to the dignity and capacity of the
human mind.

ANAVIURAL HYGROMETER.

Oue of 1hie most obvicus indicators of a
change in the moisiure of the atanosphere,
thut we know of, is the pappus or down of
the dandchion.  The top of eachseed is sur-
mounted by asmall stem, the remains of the
style, which for cenvenience, we will call
the axle-tree ; at the end of this is the down
disposedan rays hike the spokes of a wheel.
1n fine weather, when the air is dry, these
rays are flat or at nght angles to the stem
that support. theru.  If the air is moist, or
the vapour 1s beginming to condense, we
see these same rays nsiag so as to form a sort
of cup. A few days betore these observa-
tions were penned, the writer observed one
wmorning that these rays were flat: on the
following mornng they were seen approach-
g, and on the third, when the rain was
falling, they were ranged nearly side by side.
1t a promised eacursion is at any time

. placed in doubt by the lowering appesrance
. ot acloudy mornmg, our readers may obtain
ahunt from the down of u dandelios, when
v its level rays, by indicating dryuness in the
atr, vould seen to teach them that the tut-
’tlwl clouds were only labouning 1o disperse
themselves,
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VOYAGE FROM HALIFAX TOBERMUDA.
( Concluded. )

The next thing to be done was to get in
the jib-hoom, in order to ease the bowsprit.
In effecting this rather troublesome opera-
tion, oneof the primest seamen we had fell
overboard. le was second captain of the
forceastle, the steadiness of whose admirable
skill us a steersman bad, one day, elicited
the complimentary remzrk from the captain,
that he must surely have nailed the comnpass
card to the binnacle. O this, and other
accounts, he was so much esteemed in the
ship, that more thun the usunl degree of re-
gret was felt for his melancholy fute, ¥ saw
the poar fellow pitehinto the water and watch-
ed him s he floated past, buoyant as acork,
and breastiyg the waves most gallantly, with
an imploring look towamids us, which I shall
never forget. In less than a minute he was
outof sicht. A boatcould hardly have lived
in such weather, and no further attempt was
made, or could havebeen maade, tosave him,
than to throw over ropes, which all fell short
of their mark. Although we soon lost all
traces ofhim, it is probable he may have kept
sight of us, as wedrifted quickly to leeward
under our bare poles, long after we had ceased
to distinguish his figurein the yestof waves.

This gale, the first I ever saw, was also,
Icanrecollect, one of thefiercest. It lasted
for three days, totally dispersed our little
squadron, well nigh foundered one of them,
the Cambrian, and sent her hobbling into
Bermudu some days after us, with the Joss
of her main-mast and all three top-masts,

T'he rock of the islands of Bermudais of a
very soft coarse freestone, full of pores; so
soft, indeed, that if it be requi to msake
an additional window in a house, there is
nothing to be dorne, we are told, butto hire
a black fellow, who, with a saw, could
speedily cut an opening in any part of the
wall. .
‘Fhere is nothing more remarkable in this
singular cluster of islands than the extensive
coral reefs which fend off the sea on the
northern side, and stretch out in a semi-
circular belt, at the distance of two or three
leagues from the land. On these c
erous reefs we saw many a poor vessel bi
at momients when, from seeing the land at
such a distance, they fancied themselves in
perfect security.

They tell a story of » boatinan who, it was
said, lived by these disasters, onge goivg off




