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acknowvledged no standard of doctrine. save that of the evangelists
and aposties. The foundation of his insuruction and lus instru-
ment in converting wu~ the word of God. He ruled, lis ciergy
wvith autluority, yet not as et Bishiop, but a senior Presbyter
adnuitting thein to, lis counsels anfd tiakiug thein co-workers with
hunseif. Ail succeedîng Scottishi Abbots of lona werc Presby-
ters, and took precedence of *iiops. Kings in Scotland and
lreland were often crowned by the Abbot of Iona.. He never
asked the aid of their armns in luis apostolic work, but their rever-
ence for himi was shown by the desire of so inany of tluein to, be
near him in the silent ceinetery. HUe exercised an independent
jurisdiction. Not long after the deatu of Coluinba, men of his
spirit and true apostolic succession went forth froni loua; St.
Aidan, for exanipie, wvho evangelized Enigland froin the Tyne to
the Humnber, and restored Cliristiau,.ity wl'hen alnuost staxnpeed out
by the Danes. In Lindesfarne lie cst-abiied the Mother Chiurdli
wvhich developed afterwards into Durliain Cathiedral and Coilege,
and owed for centuries ailegiance to thc Abbot of loua, Wvho was
Primate of ail Scotland and the North of En"land, and neyer once
acknowledged dependence on the Bishop of Roiîne.

Colunib's, ecciesiastical systemn wats also, educational. The
curriculum consisted lu the study of tIe Latin Iauc'uage and of
religions Latin literature, especifally the Latin Bible, with the
doctrines of Revelation. as tlien de1ined and classified, ani the
practiee of religious duties, observances of devotion, and the
trainiing necessary te tIc proper performance of their religrious
functions. Mueli tine was speut in copying portions of tIc
Bible, whichi was their foundation of doctrine. Tlue-y liad sub-
sidiary aids in sucu coiinuieniitaris and suninia,,ries as their learued
mnen prepared. They aiso dcvotc-dl part of their timie te origrinal
composition, writing both prose uoid verse in Lttin and Irish
and te, preserving a record of pas-sing evenits.. lu presence of the
people amnong whoni they Iabored the imain thing wvas the preadli-
incr the everlasting gospel, without the use of breviaries or mis-
sais, of pictures, or images, ms aids to, devotion; nor do we ever
read of their praying te Saints, or adoring the Virgin. Celibacy
was coinnended, but not coiandled. "Lle tonsure or ;!eculiar
cut of the lutir wvhich w'as 'slaven close over -tlic forcpart of the
head was practised, and the use of the Cross as a sacred sigu, but


