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BIBLE LESSONS.
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LESSON V1.

rerses 16-18.]
e’shach, and
A-bed’ne-go, answered and said to
the king, O Neh/u-chad-nez’zar, we
are not careful to answer thee in
this matter.

17 If it be so, onr God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the
hurning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O

Commit to
16 Sha’druch,

Foseanl

king.
ot, be it known nnto thee, O king. that we

‘I.? But if n h , e
will no' serve s, nor worship the golden ima,
which thou hm!’;eﬁ:n w = v
19 Then wae Nel/a-chad-nez’zar full of fary. and the
form of his visage was changed against Sha’drach, Me’-

shach, and A-bed’ne-go: he spake, and com-
manded that they should heat the furnace one seven
times more than it was wont to be h A

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that
were in his army to bind Sha’drach, Me’shach, and
rQl-lm!'m»-xo. and to cast them into the burning flery

21 Then these men were bound in their conts, their
hosen, and their hats, and their ofther garments, and
were cast into the midst of the burning flery furnace.

22 Therefore because the king's commandment was
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot. the flame of the
fire slew those men that took up Sha’drach, Me’shach,
and A-bed’ne-go.

General
At the close of his pais when d

wae at peace in his palace, he resolved to commeinorate
liis conquest of the East by a great religious festival,
He erected uporn a plain near his capital » mnmlc im-
ge of gold, perhaps in honor of the sun-god Bel, an
ummoned all the rulers and nobles of his empire. from
e I'igris to the Nile, to bow before it. But while a
honsand knees were bent in adoration, there were
hree {‘onnz men who stood erect, and refused to sanc-
on the worship of an image. They were the three
ebrew youths who had been companions with Daniel.
Mheir leader was not with them, perhaps because the
magi to which he now belonged were recognized as a
separate order, and were not present among the seen-
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THE FIERY FURNACE.

23 And these three men, Sha’drach, Me’shach. and
A-bed’ne-go, fell down bound into the midst of the
burning flery furnace.

24 Then Neb’u chad-nez’zar the king was astonied.
and rose uq in haste, and spake, and said unto his
coun<elors, Did not we cust three men bound into the
midst of the fire ¥ They answered and said unto the
king, True, O king.

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire. and they have no hurt;
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

26 Then Neb’n-chad-nez’zar came near to the mouth
of the burning flery furnace. and spake, and said, Sha’-
drach, Me’shach, and A-hed’ne-go, ye servants of the
most high God, come furth, and come hither, Then
Sha‘drach, Me’shuch, and A-bed’ne-go, came forth of
the midst of the fire.

27 And the princes, governors, and captaing, and the
king's counselors, heing gathered together, saw these
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor
was a hair of their head singed, neither were their conts
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them,

28 Then Neb'u-chad-nez’zar spake, and said, Blessed
be the God of Sha’drach, Me’shach, and A’bed’ne-go, who
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that
trusted in him, and have changed the Kking's word, and
yielded their hodies, that they might not serve nor wor
ship any god, except their own God.

Statemens,

Inr officers of the realm. The conduct of the three Jews
made them consp'enons in the prostrate throng, and
was duly reported to the king. They were summoned
into the roynl presence, and commanded to bow before
the imagze, or to endure the agony of heing thrown into
a furnace of fire. But the courage which dared to stand
alone against the enrrent of enstom, which conld resist
the idolatrous and licentious associations of u court,
did not blanch under the angerof a king, and the threat
of denth. Promptly they chose the furnace rather than
the erime of disloyalty to God. The fire was kindled,
and piled higher than its wont, and they were thrown
into its blazing depths. But a divine form walked
beside them, and they stood unharmed amid the flames




