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manufacture reachied its hecighit in that town about 1780, wlicn there were sanie foir
thouqand lace makers empleyed upon it; but fashion changed, ligliter laces cail
into vogue, and in 1790 the lace workers had dimxinislced to two hundred and fifty.
Hapolcon madle an unsuccessful attemrpt to revive thec aauatrcnd in 1851 only
two lace niakers reminiid, and they were over eiglity years old At fin-' finie tl),,
manuffture wvus so pi'culicir tn flic plait. thact it wvah ,ciel, IlIf a1 Iivi<e o'f lact e i,
lit'gliti at VeItiencuîltP and lin islî'df <fiici t . i< tile part nt 1111141. dit Vidtrî
riefluc. w~uticd lit- viccctily Ie..cc iitifutl cii lebc prfu than thce ofivîr, th<igh dui'
,* liv gic snic late niixaakîr wctilic e riie tlîread icd pilluw" The Citv.acade lceu %vit-
remarlkcble fuir its richilcess oif ciccign, evtccnvss and solidity. It was known as thte

bt'autiftcl and everl4tqtinig Vitlenciennes,>' and wvas hequcatlied front nioticer tic
<laugh 1er like jewels and furs. IL wvcs made by young girls iu undlerground rooms,
and man), cf tiicese iorkers are said to have beconie alinost blind beforc they were
thirty years of etge. Whien thie 'vhole piece 'vas donc by the sanie hcnd tihe lace ivas
theuigli t mnucli more valuable.

Valenciens lace Ny'ns niride in other towus of the province> but "vraie Valen-
ciennes ' only uit Valenciennes. The Lille makers, for instance, wvould inake froi»
threce to five elles a day (an cli is fortLy-eiglit inches), while those of Valenciennes
woid miakec not morcetiian an inch and ocie-hiaif iv thce sanie tie. Saine lace
niakere madeofily tcventy-folir inches ici a year; lience the costiiness of Mice lace-
Modert Vienciunnus is far inferior ici quality to ticat made iu 1780.

Thce mnanîcacture cf Luis lace is ncw transferred te Bclgium, ta thce g' at com-
mercilIoss cf France, for iL is the nocst îvidely conscmcc cf any ntf the varieties of
lace. It iN the inost important of thce piliow laces of Beigium. Ypres, whiclc is tice
chief place of its nmanufacture, begi te make Luis lace in 1056. In 1681 il; lid cnly
tliree fcremcn and sixty-tiret* lace malierg, whvlie, in 1850 it umbered front twventy
tbousccnd te twî*nty-Lcvo tlcousccnd. Tho Valenciennes of Ypres is the finest and cnost
elabocnte oif any tîcît, i8i ncw made. On a piece noL Lwo juchies wvide froint two hiund-
red te tlcree hnindrcd bobbins arc emplcyed, and fur greater widtlcs eiglct liundreci
bobbins are Foieticues uxed on the saine pillow. Thle large> cicar squares cf tlce
grcunil contrast fineiy Nvith tlie evtn tissue of Lice patterns. The Ypres manucfactucre
lias grently imptoved sinue 1833, cnd lins rcaclied a 11gli degrece cf perfection. Irisl
Valenciennes closely resendîles tihe Ypres lace. valencennes lace, as fire li c to
Fralcce$,divs ut one time made iu England.

Three speciniens of Valenciennes lace are given in Fig. 6 I. The top specimen
'was mcade ut Brabant, Lice middle one at Belge, and thce bottant piece at Pcty. Ail are
so-cailed Modern Vaienciennes.

Meclilin is a flue, be4cutifcil lace, made in one picce ou tIce pillowv, and is dis-
tingiuislccd by tlie flat tlcread wv1iclc furcus it-s fiower. Beýfore 1665 ail îci[Iow lace, of
whvlchie pattern was relieved by a flat tlcrecd, wvas kcîown as Mec-ilin lace. IlIt'is
essentially a sumîner lace, cet becoining ici itself, but ciîarncing Nvhieu worn over
celer.»1
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