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and paid for, and somne are known to have gained admission within the palace
Iiteelf, two sets having been purchased by a ounucli of the Emuperor'ti hotie.
hold, that lie and a friend niight re&stt thein alond in cornpany.

0f course, so niarvellons an event as that hialf-starvell blind begigarsa sI»ýuld
be cared for by foreiguers and ondowed with apparently niiraculous powcrs,J las attracted considerabie attention amongst ail clam9es, and rumours con-
thris0 it have gone forth to distant parts. One blind inau having heard of

thswonderfui tingi(, travelled three Iiuindred miles to put Iîitnself under
Mr. Murray's tuition. Another is foiund to be endowed withi talents whicli
seem to fit imi speoially for the nxinistry, Bo hie is to be transferred to the
care of the Rev. Jonathan Lecs, ivhio has an institution at Tien-tsin, for pre-
paring, candidates for hoiy orders.

So the blinci mren of .Pek-ing, wv]o have hithert.) been a race of cruelly
jneiected outcasts, are now learning, that a door of liope is open to th)em,
Iand a course of true usefuiness niay be theirs.

By a very singular coincidence (considering for how rnany centuries lime
blind of China and Japan have been loft uncared for), a very similar effort
for thcir weal was cornmenced in Japan, iii 1876, by Mr. Go-bie, a partiaiiy
blind Japariese gentleman, wlîo, though lie had neyer seen or touched a bnok
printed for the use of thç blind, iworked out for liiseif a iînethod of printing
on wooden block<s ini lonman letters, a system conveying? an im-pression of al
the souîîds in the Japainese language, speit phonetically. In tmis, ho printcd
a small book for the use of his feilowv-sufferers, aud found, to his joy, that
b]ind boys could ]earn to read it witlî far less trouble and toil than their
seeing brothers could leara to read the diflicuit Ohinese chiaractors in which
Japanese books are printed. Omie of his pupils %vas a lad of eighteen wvho
had been blind since hie wvas three years old. Withmin twvo weeks froni the
day when hoe Lad received the phonetie alphabet> lie haad xnastered the wvhole
book.

This process; of printing was, however, se cunîibersonie that Mr. Go-ble
appeaied to ail European institutions for t .Blind, te heip hira in inxprov-
in" it, that he might be able to scatter educational books amnirg the blindj
al over .Tapan. It is useleas to say that such a suggestion wvas not unheeded,
and after somne study, Mr. Lilley and Dr. Faulds devised a system which is
found te work admirably. The Gospel of St. Mark was fîrat prepared in
raisedl letters. Classes for teaching the blind have now been formned at Yoko-
hama and Mishima, and the ease -%vith wvhidh they acquire tho art of readin.
surpasses ail expectation. The very hast gift of Mr. Thomnas Coats, of Pais-
ley, ere his mudh-iamentedl death,l* was an Ullmnxa embessing preas for the
use of the biind in Japan.j

1 cannot conclude this reference to Mr. 1Murray's voiuntary -work amonoct
the blind, withont a few words concerning the mnain object of lus officiai work.
R1e is, as 1 have said, o-ne of the numnerouis colporteurs sent ont by the Na-
tional Bible Society of Scotlauid, to endeavour to circulate the Scriptures
axnong China's millions.

The effort, which at first wvas attended -with. manifold discouragEnlents, lias
gradually gained ground, and fhanks to a happy combination of patient gen-
tleness with most resolute determnination, Mr. Murray and his pony-cart are
recognised institutions of the capital. Wherever there is a chance of effect-
ing a sale, there he takes up bis pot-no, matter at what inconvenience. At
the gate of the Examinati9:u Hall he s'ands while the students froni every
coiner of the empire corne forth after their labours, and thus, ir one day,
about seven hundred copies, each containing a Gospel and four Epistles are
disposed of. Another day lie takces his stand on the bridge at the entrance
to the Imperiai City, the busiest place in Peking, where Ilail under heaven,")
pass and repass. Bere lie, in one day, selis upwards of a hundred beokhs.

* 1e ii'as a genorous supporter of the Bible Secicty.


