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tory, of its geography, of its races, of its politics ; uurbured amid the mis-
Jcî)nceptions, prejudices, ani excluien3is of his country mnf-cOflcivO a
kingdom of pure spiritual lif*3, that ie te inclucle all races of m3n and ail gen-
eratione ; ini its principles and rcqairemants, alilce adapted to, the ancient
Aiiatic and to the modern Etiroeaen, to the sliivering Equinaux and to thej
torrid Uindoe ; a kingdom of uiversal brotherhoo 1, in which all men are te
be knit together in holinese ard love; a kingdom to ho won and ruled by only
moral forc,3e, whose only sword is 'lthe sword of the Spirit," who3e only co-
ercion ie the coorcion of stron4, conviction and affaction ; a kin,,d.nn whose
fotundations are te ho laid in a cross-the great instrument of his triumphe-
wnd which unaided je temaintain a successful war ag,,ainet ail tlîo oppoeing
powers of the earth, against ail the etrongest passions of huma» nature. This
was his conception, and for nineteen centuries the c..mrse of events hits justi-
fied it. Hie cross has gone forth conqiiering and te conquer, and at this
moment it is the syrabol of the mightiest intellectual and moral forces of the
,world.

What muet ive been the intellectual and moral grandeur of the nature in
which suchi a conception as this could ho rooted, and out o! which it could
spring. The very conception is the greatest msiracle of htiian hietory; îp )n
any hypothez' i i places its author inflnitely higher thau ai the statesmen,
all the philo3ophers, ail the mnoraliste who have appeared in our world.

May wea not, th3n, f iirly appeal te the moral portraiture of the New Testa-
ment in proof that it is of God 1 Net merely te lîs apoîlues and sainte, its
Ephesians and Corinthiane, ite heake. iieU, but ale) to tlîe-r healar, te hini
who îe the inîcarnate ideal of ali go-,dnoes, the perfection o! tho huusaaî in tho
divine. If our blessedl Lud nover exist id ýas tb.ese brief records of the fbur
ova.ngetiste se artlessily and yet se proftoundly dalineato hicn, whence their
conception of hii If four mou could sinîultaneously im igino such a char-
acter, each proeenting, an individual portrait of hies, and yet ail so con.ruous
and harmonioue-why net a fifth or sirth ? Skepticism ies hiad ite mcn o!f

jgenius-why has il nover pr,)àduced another gospel?1
jUp -)a the moral integyrity of its Obriet Càristiariity is itaked. JI 1 allened
that ho wrough At miracles. Hie bade the disrples of John tell their mauter
thse thinge they had seen and lîeard; how th.) dea! hoard, thse lame walked,
the blind 8aw, and, most-marvellous of ai, tae paor had thse gospal preaclied
uite them. 
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But if ho nover wrou,,,ht sncli miracles, if they were miracles only in seeni-
in-,, achievemnexts, of greater knowledge or clevernees, not only is hie religion
deprived of its credentials, but it îs founied upon a huige imposture. The
le! ilest trutis, the purest morality of the wvorld, le thse offisprimig of a ]ie-a
moral solecism se great that our entire c,>nscioîîeness rej ecte it.

It je vain te talk about Ohrist'e personal goodnose and excellent doctrine,
and deny hie miracles. Ho declared that ho raied Laz'trus frein thse dead,
that ho hi m3elf camne forth from thse septichre. lit heso thinge did netoccuir
in thse soesq intenied, if the pretended deatis of Lazius ivas only a pions
f rand of the f &mily at B 3thany, if Christ himef was only in a eto.te o! eue-
peaded animitie)n, lie je infinitely lese tia» a gool mani. Ri efound afalse
witness before God ; ho roote a holy religion in falsehood ana fraud. Ho
muest ho apolegized for whenever ho is tiam3 d, hie self-assertions excueed, hie
self -selected credentials explained away. Le ho net more culpa6blo tlian Mo-j

jhammed in his protended journey te Paradis,-e, mire, unscrupulous thtn.tisej
fabricater o! tie IlB .,ok of Miormon?7" Hla clai ai mi)re tisan re ,,iou s
teacher ever claimed, ec+e up a higiser moral standard- ai-id if hie ciaime have
figed credoîttiale apponded te tisem th~. Phiries were right-he je "la de-
ceiver of tise people. " Ha whom we theuéht, tise moet perfect of mon iii reallyJone o! the most base. I c'tnnot recei're as a perfect man a Christ like this.
ERither hoe hint:self wae deceived, and muet ho ranked as tise rno3t credulous of

tmen-aud this in thse fac0 of the insp3rial intellect o! tise Sermon on thse


