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Irish Party in Ireland, and even in America, it seems but proper
chat we, by placing-. the name of that party on tlie toast-list of St.
Patrick's Day Banquet, display our gratitude for the noble fighit
which it lias sustained in an endeavor to secure the redress of Ire-
land's wvrongs; show,. our hearty approval of the policy pursued by
that party, zand assure il thiat w~e join xvith tic rest of flic Irish worid
in Iending it our support.

The advocates of Sinn Fein have l-ately beexi d:spla-ving hiostility
to the Irish Party, and to the Irish national organixation as founded
bv Parnell and Davitt in the Land Leagrue, and continued in the
United Irish Lcaguc. Sorne of these expounders of tihe Sinn Fein
niovement have liad tlue liard*lood to dcny that the Irish Party' and
thieh agitation of flie past 29 ycars have won any bexieflîs for Ire-
land. A gl>aiice ovcr flue records of the Irish Party w~ill show that no
other political body lias acconuplislied, in tthe saine length of lime,
what thicy liave donc. Tliey have kept Ireland's grievances before
the eyes of Ille w>lboth by their conduct in, the British Parlia-
ment and Ilw the scnd*ng of envov s to othier nations, particularly
to, Australia, Canada and the Unitcd States. At hiome, by thieir
nuagnificent fighit, thcy have encouragcd flue people, and raiscd thiein
from a state of apathiv, iii a nation of agitators, dcnianding Ille
nights wvhiclî have been w'ithcld fronui thcmi so long. For 29 yc.-rs
hias huis illustrious party strugglcd aga"nst the inost powcrful cxii-
pire in the wvorld, and in tinie tlhey have wrcstcd froni lier miensure
ifter nucasure. The Land Act of îS8îi, the Migration Act of î'S82,

the Agxricultural Act of 1898. the Local Govcrnnuient Act of 1906,

and the Franchise Act of '85~, -%vhIich took1 tie representation of Ire-
land out of flue hiands of tie landiords and phiaced it iii those of thec
people-aIli tcst;fv to the courage, cloquence and agrsieesof
the Irislh Partv in the British House of Conîinions.

Is :t to be wondered at that a part>' in which ;ppear thc nanies
of Parnell, Grattan, and Pitt; Justin 'McCarilhv, one of thec grcatest
of niodern Ilistorianls; T. P. O'Connor, Ille greatcst journalist of tlue
dayv; Timothy H-calv, Josephi and Charles DevIini, mn reniowvned hIe
world over for thecir oratory' and poFhtiezal tact, and hast, but b)y no
mnenns toast, Johin 1E-. Rednucnd, the greaite-st political icader-is it to,
ho wvondcre1 at that a party wvhirli i-nimers anuong its nbewrs such
nmen as these shiould have wrcstccl frcnn Fingland sc> manly nîca«tsuresç,
Ilînt it should have cxcited admiration ttîrouglhout the world, anîd
hlave univcrsally -mon the licarty support and approval of flue Irislh
xat .


