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Let us sumn up the short and sketchy criticisrn with the dictumi of
a celebrated Catholic review : The mantie of -Newman has fialien on
Tyrreli.

The recent death of Lord Acton calis to mind the Catholic school
of history of which he ivas leader. W. S.- Lilly, one of Acton's assis-
tants ini his great %vork on the Renaissance, describes in a book of his
own called "Renaissance Types" this school of history. WVe gave a
synopcis.

Trhere are two schools of history , those who'consider it as litera-
ature-a story ; and those who consider it as science-a tesson. Ait
sorts of variations between the two, seek the happy via media, 0f the
science of history there are also two schioo]3: one considers scientific
necessity, whether viewed through Christian or infidel glasses, the
great pririciple-he±roes are niere puppets ; the other believes that the
history of man is the history of great men, is a series of biographies.
This difference had really its origin in the controversy about freewill
and determinism. Again the via miedia is the truc one. Great nmen
are of their age. They would not be great men else. But they are
flot wvholly fashioned by the circunistances of hereditary temperarnent,
and environment. On the contrary their greaîrxess lies largely in this,
that they are not. Man belongs flot only to the kîugdorn of necessity,
that is the kingdom of nature, but also to the kingdomn of liberty, %vherL-
dwell preternatural forces, reason and freewill. The really great
heroe.q, the heroes of conscience, are, as Newman says, "«ordained to be
the sait of the earth, and to continue the succession of His witnesses"
-- no little role to play in history.

Another motto of this school is to state truth, however unflattcr-
ing and unpleiasant it rnay he. As Pope Leo XIII says :The firs*.
law of history is to dread uttering falsehood ; the next not to f car
stating the truth' Although this was the nito of ail our great histor-
lans, their religious and philosophical bias, prevented tneni froni.
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