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uIY ERTRANt IIRYWVOOD).

The inhabitants of Pîctown (as tb2 Town
en the Straight rnay bc calied), or at least
the male portion of tbem, labour under a
proiound impression that the affairs of Our
great Dominion would speedily be reduced
to a cbaotic condition were they not ta be-
stow upon politics their ciosest attention.
Whethcr it bc a peculiarity of the Ccitic
nature that the science of government bas
for it special attractions, the writer is not
certain. There cani, however, be no ques-
tion that in Canada a large proportion of
the higbcst offices of State are held by
Gacis and Ganls. Now, every citizen af aur
old-tashioned towu keeoly realizes the fact
tbat, in thc possession of a vote lie dormant
great possibilities, and these be is not pre-
pared ta tbrow ligbtly away. Further, as a
voter be forgets flot that be is rne of the-at
election times-sovereign people, aod be is
carefui ta lethose who anxinuslv seek bis
lavour sec that bc knows it, and sa ibere
ensues on bis part much sbrewd piaaing for
privaite profit, and anxious study of public
questions. In tbis he receives valuable as-
sistance from the party organs af the dist-
rict. These are two In number, the one fly,
icg the Standard of the great N.P., the other
being the .Adiocate of Reciprocity. By tbe
dwellers in the more xemotc country dis-
tricts, especially up in the Duketown His,
the editors of tbese jouruals are popuiarly
supposed to bave a stand-up figbt whenever
tbey ineet, and their strife is constantly
imnitaied by tbeir rural snbscribers. To bc
sure thc iervency af tbe party jaurnalists is
nat supposed ta be altogether disinterested,
but in this it only resembles the more the
zeal of a considerable number af bigbly
respected persans everyovbere.

lu matters political ibere is anc radical
difference between Picîown and other com-
rnxoities. The latter exhibit a fierce inter-
est in politics only during the crisis time af
a gencral election, wbereas, in thc former,
such a feeling prevails ail tbe time. Wber-
ever and wbencver a few mca rocet togctb-
er, politics formn the anc nnvarying tbeme
for discussion. Even iuta the business in-
îerests of tbe place politics intrude. In
other towns not far distant vrben it as a
question of induCing ncw industries ta lor-ate
tbere, the nue is.

ILet Wbig an' Tory a'agrec.
Here, however, a difrent law prevails, and
anc reason wby ebere are sa few quterprisc-s
of any extent ai work in the aId towsn is bc-
cause political animu.r prcveoted the men af
wealth in the place combining. It may
stemu an exaggeration, yet i is truc tbat the
party leaders in tbe place will try ta prevent
a man of an opposite polîticai creed gcnting
a contract tmat woald bring employment ta
not a few families. Sucb a sbort-sigbted
policy cas bave only ant result, viz., tbe
decre.ase ai trade and population, and tbe
increase of pavcrty. Sncb intese plitical
feeling as ove bave spolcen a! is cbaracter-
istic of the wole district in wbicb the Towno
on the Strait is sitnated. It is fostered by
l'heelers" and bas prevailed for many
years. l bas even entered juta the
cbnrches, and tbe terra Il irkman " is ver
neariy synanyniaus witb IlTory," and that
af "Antiborger" withb "Grit.' In tact,
zbout forty vears ago sncb names were tbe
regniar designations ai the parties.

The leading politicians of the toovu bave
carefuliy eocouraged tbe nation tbar cburcb
rnorality and palitical morality are tovo en-
tiicdy different tbings. A man is not the
less estccmced becanse be is excmplary in
the discbarge aireligi3us dutecZ<., goiug
ta chtuzcb, Snaday Scbooi eeacbing, etc.,
and in paiitics trying ail bc can, by book and
by croolE, ta make the most aut afit1. The
cburcb and palitics are twa entirely separate
flidofa action and tbe same code af marais
i s noci me=n for baîb. By toa facts th e aid
town Is flattered ino beiicing that Its in-
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fluence io politics is a paramaount ane. Ont
s that a member ai the Senate is nîways a
resident and tht other thant the M. P. for the
cauoîrY is n Cabinet minisier. This gentle-
man is a woanderful illuîstration ai tbe adage,
"Nathiog succeeds like siccess." Tht

t initial letters af bis degrees and honars very
t nearly embraye tht alphabet. To the cause

heb represents (n cause whose merits ove are
r not discussing), thet own is kept faitbful by
1 thet udiciaus, yee crafty, endeavars ai ehese
*individuals. As a generai electian appra-
*aches, rumours that a new whbarf, on drill

shed, or sometbîng tIse is ta becansîructed
s becçme rie and allure tht voter ta casi bis
t suffrage for tht «"nighe man" Tht mare

. siubborn arc attended ta by persanage
f whomn we oilIcaîl "croaked," and whose
1 financlal dcalings ai sncb limes are aiten an
r a large scale. Abter thte lection is aver

t hapes ai tht gavcrniment doing nnyehiug for
t thetroova vanish ino t i air. Tc such an

exteot bas ibis deluding syslem heen carnied
that înstead oai11hustling " ta advancc ils
interesîs in a business like way tht place ex-
îscs in hope of Government patronage. Rie-
peaîed disappointmnenrs occasionaily rouse
a searm ai anger and ehen someihing is
donc. Thus a promise af a ncw pose office
held out ta tht toovu for some four elections
is beginning ta take form. A site for it bas
been baughî, tht cellar dug, and in about ten
years ime it is helicved tht ranof ilI be on
ir. Meanwhile the party paper prnts a very
nice engraving ai the " new pose office as it
oill appear when campleeed " about eveny
tret montbs.

Now and agaun a deputatuan af farmers
gets a fret excursion (oines includedi ta tht
Nonchovest asteasihly ta report on the suit-
ability oi tht convtry there for agriculture,
but in reality as et small neturnaion thcir loy-
alty ta tht parcy. Emplaymene for theur
youngen sons is also pravided an the gavern-
ment railway and steamboats after thear fit-
ness for such positions bas been duly cet-
fied ta bcad-quartens by the local cammitret
camposcd enîîrely ai gracers, taîlons and
lumbermen.

But ove fear ove bave neither time non
space ta tell, nar aur rcaders tht patience ta
read about many other lnteresiing icatures
af the political atmasphenc ai Picktown and
the surraunding district. V/e might hiefiy
say tbat it is a Scott Act toovu, and that
about the lime ai the municipal clections the
candidates ail pose as ardent temperance ne-
formens and advacate prosecucion ai ail
lîquor sellers. During tht rest oi the year
about sixteen illegal bar-rooms are per-
mitted ta do pretty mach as thcy choose.
The clcrgy are the only ones who Ci-y ta close
them up.

But this is tht orst that can bce lid
about tht aId coovo.bits many excellencies
and tht virtues ai tht greai n'ajority af its
citizens more than courerbalance its fail-
ings. Indeed many places in the Dominion
have ail uts faults and onîy a teov of ics
virtats

That the day ai pnospenity, ai hîberation
iram party thraldom, and ai progness mnay
soon necurn ta le is the oisb ai ail oho know
It and wbo look back ta uts homeis, ils
schaals, aond ils churches oith sincere re-
gard and wohacaunt the influences îbey
lived under whiist tbcy dovelt ibere the
soveeiese and best in cheir lite.

(Condluded.)

CA NDIDA-lTES FOR FOREIGN MI1S
SION IWORK.

The follo1oing Iciter fi-arntncfaiur
Home Mlissioniarits, laboricg in tht Nortb-
oest, ove commezid ta the careful considera-
io i aur readers. Coming asiledoes rfir

ane ai oui- Home Missionaries, ove may as-
sume chat there is no oant ai sympatby wth
that gret work, nor oani ci informnation as
ta the actual conditions in the North-oves:,
yet he savs chat ove are pi-acticaliy L-cetping
up oith the Nortb-ovest ovork, just becanse
tht Home Missian Cammittet is doing ovat
ove bave mairitained tht F.M.C. should do.

J trust that tht Chiaich wili respond in

such a wny, bath witb money and advicc,
tbtat the Foreign Mission Committec, cao

wvith unaniruiîy recommend tht sending out
ai every mnan wbo ln their judgment wauld
be an appiaved wwokran.

I do uaot helieve the question aifnioney
ougbt ta binder us as a Church tram sznd-
iog out, ino the Foreign field, avery gaad
man ove cao get bold af. There is plenty of
mouey in thc Canadian Presbytenian Churcb.
1 believe if we tbrow tbe responsibhlity on
ber, s'ae ill nat throw it off ; if ove trust
ber, 1 balieve she iill respo id ta the trust.
1 don't believe the Presbytian Churcb,
will *ver quietly look an and sec the mission
workers suffering for the necessaries ta keep
themn in farm for efficient service ; rauch lcss
do 1 believe ihat tht Lord ai tbe Harvest
wouid cali aver tram bndia, China, etc, for
workmen and ehea refuse ta maintain tbe-n
when he gaitbem there. A man's suppnîiý
in the Foreign field is just as certain as bis
cal! ta the Foreign field. If the Ohurc bcb-
hIeves that God is pucting it ino the bearts
ai certain men ta go ta Foreign wark, she
may just as reasonably believe that God oill
put it io the bearts ai aibers ai Hîs ser-
vants ta support them wben ibere. If any
part af the work is Gad's, it is ail His. To
me it stems not sa much a question ai the
support ai men in-the oork, as, firsi of ail:
dots God speak ta us as a Church, askiug
is 00W and oithout conditions ta send more
men juta the mission fields ove as a Churcb
bave undertaken ta evangelize? Wauld
sendinR the men as ehey offer them-
selves force the Oburch aoy sonner ta a
sense ai ber responsibilitics ? Is the coim-
paratively smail farce in tbe field a reasoo
for the smail contributions ta the forcîgo
vork ? 1 knoov ibere is a defictt. Dots that
mean that ove have been gaîng tao fasi?
1 don't tink any ane woald say tbat. Is it
intended ta suggese ebat a change af policy
oould bc beocicial ? le migbc be. Pcrbaps
ove bave been keeping tao near the sbore in
the shallars, wben ail teUic ec btcommand
ineended for us ovas IlLauncb outinio tht
deep." 1 knoov ibat as a Cburcb ove are
peculiarly situated, having such a vase Home
Mission ovork. This at any case must aot be
negtccted. I tbink, boovever, wve might say
that even uiow ove are supplying ever dis-
trict oith rmen and the means ai grace ir-
respective 0o.'hcre the maney is ta came
from, ar haw. IlJI iSSi, in al the VWest
jast 2 cangregatians , in î89., S2 congre-
galions, gain 4uci pet cent,- and tht money
bas aîovays been fotbcomoming. Sa tbat
1 almast îhink that if ove oere ta send ta
tht Foreign Field ail qnalificd men wbo offer
tbemseîves ove oould simply bc follawaog tht
policy ln regard ta Foreign Missions wbich
practically is nov heing falowtd in Home
Mission work.

1 trust chat tht F. M. C. and the
Churcb as a woble may bceI fillcdl witb a
knawledge of H is oill " in this malter.

MURMUP&S PROM TU!E MISSION
FIEL D.

11Y T. B. STEVArT.

Much s bcing ortten in yaur cal-
umoas on tht sublect of suppîy ta aur
mission stations in the West. Those ai
us wba know someovhat of tht nceds oilI
not blame Uic Superintcodent evea if bc may
bave used strong language when addressing
tht students. Much bas been written af
the hardsbips conncctcd with the oork-too
rnucb perbaps. Tht expeniences ai
IlStudent" in a lare issue are very rare in-
deed. Mission ovork in thteVWest ts fia
sinecure, ai course. W/ho expects t ta bce?
W/ho oants it ta be ? Thase who expect to
tamn a living casily badl better lceep oui af
the ministry. But if ove, wha are aId, fid
mission ork, hracing, inviganating aond at-
tractive, young mcn bave noting ta fear.

But my abject in wriing ibis ovas ta cal!
your attention ta bardsbips af anoîher kind ;
hardships peculiar ta lay catechists, the
men who stay in tht field. Stadents may
have a raagb shake np now and then, but it
is anlY for six manîbs oan ear i most, ovbeu
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they retire ino the lap aif.Alma A al!
1the Privileges ai city lite. Insteaci of th)
L Ilet tem suppose that we are moved tu ý
1other field and imagine the harrors ai hous

buntiug. Ater spending ail aur sparet iruý
for six weeks, perhaps ive arc furced ta ak.
cept a suspicious laokingbuiiding six arcigt
miles away tram aur work aond thackfia <i
that. Then let bim think af plasteriog, te,
pairiog, wbite-washing, cleaning, buildir1
neccessary additions, moviog family and fil.
ings some twenty or thirty Miles, ail %viý
out missing a service af any kind, and ib
aut eoiening an the bug business, he wouMf
bave bis practical koawlcdge considerab'1
increascd. Studeots who can sileotly fold r;
their cent and as siieoîly steal avay kio:,
nothiug af such matters. But 1 do Dt
complain ai this, it setns a ntctslq
consequence af occupyiog a oew country.

I do nat complain cither af the work or
the pay. The Home Mission Committte-
arc doiog ail tbey bave the means t,
do aod doing their work wisely and WY&
My twa compiaints are af another chai
acter and wbetberyou think fit ta naotit
my introduction or aoc, 1 hope you ivili ai.
low me rom nta express thcmn througb îmu
Presbyterian press, becausc (and that t,
my first grievance) ove caîecbssts, bave oc
otber means of reaching the bigber catitu
ofithe Churcb. V/e have fia voice or vo-..
cither in congregation, Prcsbytery or Syarj
aod yee are expected ta attend eacb at our ain
expense. Sorte ai us, wha have "r.joyed itz
privilege for many years in the past, tee! 'tà
decided bardsbip ta sit Iikc scane mata>
ments in a cburcb court, straioing aur car,
ta catch the wbisperiog monotone af moderi
practice, and may nai say Sj3eak out. veql
icw eiders attend cither Presbytery or Synoc
in the W/est. In other words the cleriraI
influence is predominant and altbough ire
ail hadl votes tbere wouid becfia danger of
over-balancing Wiil Dr. Laitig, su p*a
minently connected with cburcb law, or b:.
McVicar, so prominent as the eIders frico,
or some ocher member af Asscmbly, initiait,
proccediugs whcreby sume status may oc
accorded us in the interior courts aofth
Church while under obligation ta attend
tbem.

But ta bc bni, chere is yet a mort
serions bardsbip tbat ove bave Ia endort,
anc tbat cauld bc remedied by legislatioD,
but anc chat is not expenicoced by :tiJenu,
or ordained misoa Ils.£Wc neyer hart
tbe pivilege of sitting daoneritbe Lord',
table." Speaking for myscîf, this is aml
fourtb ointer in Manitaba, aod ouly IaCe
bave 1 cnjoyed ibis privilege, and tbaî %2s
accîcrental. I arranged tbe communion inaou
cangregation, ta rake place during tbe visi!
of my son-in-îaw fram Ontario, wba sup.
plied in my place, tbus aliotving Me ta en-
joy tbis preciaus ordinance alang with mly
iamily and pecopIe, a blessed breatbing speU
tbai 1 Iock back tao with gratitude. Usuai.
IV, ai cours; wben the.Moderatar of session
is dispensing thc ordinance in the catccbisi's
field, be takes bis place. Many a time on
sucb occasions bas tee oriter sympatbized
witb the Psalmisî ovebc esaid . IlMy xoul
thirsîetb for God. (or the living God, whra
shahl 1 came and appear betore God;
Wbcn I remembcrcd cbese tbiogs 1 pour ozi
rMy saul in me, for I bad gant witb thc m u!-
titude. I1oveno oith them ta tbe bouse of
God, witb the voice ai joy and praisr."
With secb tboughts crowding in upan bm,
as hc enrers the village cburch, tboughîs ci
bis own field and the dean ones sitting in tht.
banquecung bouse, tbougbts af past com-
munion seamons and themr prccclus associa-
tion; nced it bc wondered at if tbe Cate-
cbist makies a vcry poor substitute for tbe
educated aond claquent gentleman whose
place he is expectcd taIo ili? According Io J
aur constitution as a Churcb ove have nu
hope of enjayirug this privilege, untit r
are calicd up bighcr, wbcre, tbank God, c:
imperiect legisiation shall dehar the bumb-,
lest saint from tbe Faîber's Table.

But tbere is anather îhougbî. Besîdes feel-,

tbat ove are not s0o weil qnalified for 0t:


