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WHERE is the sensc in the Legislature granting uni-
versity powers to the Baptist Institute at Woodstock,
and at the same time passing a scheme for university
federation? As matters now stand Victoria is the only
university that has come into the proposed federa.
tion. Trinity is oui and may remamn out. Queen’s
positively refuses to come . Grant university pow-
gs to the Baptist Institute, and Ontario will have ex-
actly the same number of degree-conferring bodies as
before. Noris this all. 1f the Baptist Institute is
moved to Toronto, and becomes possessed of univer-
sity .powers, there will then be onc more degree-con-
ferring body in Toronto than there was belore the
federation plan was spoken ol. Besides if the Bap-
tists have a university with power to confer degrecs,
there is no reason why the Congregationalists should
not have onc, provided they can raise the money.
Some Congregationalist McMaster muy come to the
front with $100,000, and another university must be
established if the Legislature is to deal fairly with
the denominations. Building up federation with one
hand, and, making new universities with the other,
does not strike us as a rational kind of procedure.
The problem is a difficult one, and we heartily sympa
thize with those whe are responsible for its solution.

.

THE Globe asks the following practical question in
regard to higher education .

Why is it that the better educated a man isthe longer are

the letters he writes? This question 1s asked apropos of
the Upper Canada College cunvioversy. Some letters
which we have had to 1eject, oning to their extreme length,
are the productions of the leading educatiomists in the coun-
try. Does higher educativn depriv* 2 man of the faculty
of condeasation ?
This reminds one of the question put by one of the
English kings to the wise men of his court . “ Why
is it that a fish placed in a tumbler of watv ueither
displaces any of the water nor increases the weight of
the tumbler and its contents ?” The correct answer
was one of fact. It does both, Why is it that a
highly-educated man cannot condense? The right
answer is—he can. A man who cannot condense 1s
not highly educated. He may have a number of de-
grees, and may occupy a prominent position, but that
is an entircly diflerent thing. Intense scif-esteem
is one reason why some men speak and wnite at un-
reasonable length. They fancy that the public czn
never have enough of them. Who has not seen men
of this class come upon the platform, ves, and some-
times enter the pulpit, with an air which scemed to
say : You ought to be very thankful for the privilege
of hearing me ali day if I wish to go on.

SoMmE subjects fructify in the mind, and suggest
others. The evictions 1n Ircland readily suggest
another kind of eviction, one not entirely unknown in
the .-cesbyterian Church in Canada.  The New York
Evangelist describes the kind of eviction we mean in
the following paragraph :

Instances come speatancously to -ur tecollection, in which
ood and true brethsen, anxious w0 remain in their chosen
elds, have been, it may be sa. s, quite driven out, some-

times with large and depeadent families, without a home to
go to, and under the painful necessity of candidating here
and there in these unfavourable conditions, until some shel-
ter somewherc opens to receive him and his houschold,  In
a word, the expetiences of Jonathan Edwards, of North-
ampton, have too often been reproduzed in later times, and
under conditions even more trying !

Such-painful instances come to the mind only too
spontancously. It might not be very difficult to find
a few men making a great fuss over the evictions in

Ireland who hava before now tricd to evict their own
pastor, Theremay be men making a great ado about
the Crofters, and if everybody paid as little for the sup

poor as any Crofter.  An eviction from a Canadian
manse or parsonage is ot any easier to endure than an
cviction from an Irish hovel. A Canadian minister
may possibly have as fine feclings as an Irish peasant
When public attention is so much occupied with evic

tions in Ircland, let us ask ourselves if we have no
evictions in the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

IN arecent letter to the pressthe Rev. Newwan
Hall says:

We hear sad stones of evictions by owners aganst thews
tenants, But evictions a hundred times mote umerous aze
taking place all the year at our very doors, Shivening women
and starving children are ruthlessly eapelied trom tiouse and
home by & tyrant that never t3lents, and is never smisned,
who can neither plead justice nor =222y, and his nawe 1s
Alcohol. The law hatbuurs, sancuions, sumulates ths great-
esu of law breakers, and sends him turth equipped trom tie
arsenal law has established, to clutch the rent that might
have saved the home ; to snarch the L.af trom the table, the
dress from the back 3 to maim and trampic on the passer.
Ly ; to wieck trains, sink hips and tire houses; tv kick
women and toiture childrer , o crowd the puorhouse and
the prison ; to be a seducer and a murderer ; (0 Lreak hu.
man hearts, and to sentd (ens of thuvusands ot precious suuls
very year to a drunkard’s grave.

All of which is sadly true. We Canadians read with
a feehing of horror the reports of evicions that come
daily over the wires. One's heart grows sick as he
thinks of mothers and children hurried out on the
road, and their httle home burnt before their eyes, or
torn down to kecp them from returming to 1t. Bat
have we no evictions in Oatario? Is there a town-
ship in the Province in which whiskey has not
turned dozens of men off their farms? Is there &
town, village or city in all Canada in which hiquor
has not turned scores of men ou. of their homes ? Yes,
we have evictions in Canada. More families have
been evicted in Canada by liquor in twenty years
than have been evicted by landlords in Ireland tor the
last century. The newspapers do not recurd liyuor
evictions. They are going on all the sarqe every day.

QUITE a little breeze has recently sprung up n
Presbyterian circles on the other side of the hines. It
appears that the Woman’s Christian “Temperance
Unwon of St. Louis sent circulars and other docu-
ments to the General Assembly in Minncapulis last
May, which were not brought before the court. The
Assemnbly post office becamne so congested with circu-
lars, advertisements, pamphlets and other printed
matter, sent chietly from the rival cities of Minnea-
polis and St. Paul, that the commissioners were un-
able to get their letters in reasonable time, fhe
Clerks put a quantity of the printed matter into an-
other room whe-e it sull lies. The St Lows wircu-
lars happened to go along with the rest. A few tem-
perance people jumped to the charmable conclusion
that the hoderator, Dr. Marquis, and Dr. Lrosby, of
New York, had something to do with i, and gave vent
to their feelings by tssuing a circular, accusing these
grave divines of suppressing thewr dotumnents, It 1s
unnecessary to say that the accusaltions were false.
The idea of two men like Drs. Croshy and Marquis
mousing through cartloads of maii matter to get at
the circular of these women is tuo abisurd for serious
notice. Dr. Marquis gives the matter a somewhat
scrious turn by stating that the person in charge of
the temperance report handed him a full list of the
committee they wished to review and report upon
their work. In plain words, they wished him to pack
the committee. The Moderator very properly re-
fused to do anything of the kind, and this ma, ac.
count for the violence of the attack recently made
upon him. There are some people on the other side
of the lines, and a few on this side, v.ho have yet w0
learn that the temperance cause cannot be promoted
by attacking the Churches.

THE PROSBLEM OF THE AGE.

AMONG the excellent contributions appearing in the
current number of the Presbyterian Revicw, the
quarterly published in New York, and numbering
among its associate editors several of the most dis.
tinguished writers ir. America and Great Britain,
there is a masterly paper by Principal MacVicar, of
Montreal, on a subject of deepest intcaest and import-
ance. It ison Social Discontent. Profoundly im-

+ lum sertous and thoughtful attention,
port of the Gospel e they do, their pastor would be as !

| . v
| pressed, as many thoughtful obscrvers of the signs of

the times are, Dr. MacVicar has riven the great prob-
His paper
bears no trace of superficiality or prejudice.  He does
not speak as the representative of a class, neither does
he bring to the consideration of the subject the calm
impertubrability of a materialistic empiric. The voice
that speaks 1s ncather that of the upholder of selfish
wmonopoly ner hoarse with the truculent tones of the
prolotanat demagogue. The whole subject is dis-
cussed with a thorough knowledge gleaned from ex-
teasive study and varnied observauon, in a spirit of
great furness and aimpartiality, and, what 1s better
still, in a spirit of Christtan brotherly Kindness.
The paper is full, free and owtspoken. It shows
no disposition to indulge in an cconomic manage-
ment of the truth. As a statement of the distine.
tive problem of the time it conveys a clear idea of the
leading facts that have to be taken into account if an
intelligent and reasonable view of the question is to
Le entertained, 1t is worthy of careful and attentive
perusal,

The fact of social discontent is cverywhere appar-
ent  Ris not confined to one section of a commu-
nity, but is traceable in all. None of the European
nations are free from it; in more than one of these
itis periodically making its presence felt in various
forms. In the United States, democratic though its
institutions are, its proportions are enlarging. True
the more active and reckiess communistic agitators
and their adherents have had their training in Euro-
pean socialistic centres, but the American working
men are mingling largely in the organizations that
profess to advance the interests of labour. The
class warfare, while traced to its ongmal source in
human selfishness and nordinate ambition, is in
Dr. MacVicar's paper largely accounted for by vari-
ous reasons. Onc 1s the “undue concentration of
wealth and power n the hands of a few, or in the
hands of great corporations.” The spirit animating
these 1s clearly and definitely described, and the eco-
nomic consequences necessarily resulting from their
existence are no less clearly stated, being confirmed
by citations that cannat be successfully gamsaid.

Anoiber class of factsis then specified : the social
conditions that afford ample scope for the commnunis-
tic propaganda are aggravated by the continual in-
flux of population to the great industrial centres, and
the mevitable deterioration that follows. Then there
is no doubt that the great disparity in the distribu-
tion of profits between employer and employé is a
fru..ful source of existing discontent. Dr. MacVicar
next adduces as a fundamental cause of the prevalent
hungry unrest, ** the unsatisfactcry nature and results
of sccular and rehgious education 1n our day.” What
he tinds fault with 1s that 1t 3s not sufficiently Chris.
tian wn tone and spint.  Speaking from his own
knowledge and ubservauon he makes several state.
ments which could easily be verified, that in some
cases education 1s little more than a baptized pagan-
ism.  Much of the suffering so loudly complained of
would be greately lessened if intemperate, improvident
and lazy habits were not so common among working.
men. He ably contends that a true morality can only
rest on the teaching of Jesus Chnist. The Church also
comes 1 for uts fair share of blame in fahing to break
down the class antagonisms that worldliness helps so
much to foster.

In suggesting effective remedics for the removal of
social discontent, the learned Principal shows that
mere theoretic nostrums will prove lamentable fail-
ures. An absolute equality 1s an utter impossibility.
Neither can personal ownership be abolished. Strikes
can wflict injury all rourd, but are powerless to bring
permanent relief, The cure of a discase that has been
growing for ages cannot operate instantaneously.
Amehonation, to be satisfactory, must be gradual and
progressive, comprehensive, just and enlightencd,
Legislation may do much to securc a more equitable
distribution of wealth, ard prevent the evils insepar-
able from gigantic monopolies. The congested
populations of large citics may be relieved by the
removal of u superabundant population 1o lancs
where labour would be remunerative, and where it
would add to the sum of human happiness. The
toiler must have some hope of bettering his condition,
and this cannot be if the reward of his labour only
enables him to barely subsist while health and

* strength last,
The chicf remedy for the social ills that now abound




