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THE CANADA.PRESBYTERIAN.

June 4th, 1884,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBY
TERIAN CHHURCH IN CANADA.

Tho tonth Genoral Assembly of tho Presbyturian
Church in Cannda was opened last might in Saint
Jamos Square Presbyterian Church.  In the absence
of the Moderator, Dr. King, who left for Brntan
April in the intorezts of Manituba College, the sermon
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Cuchrane, of Brantfond,
the ex-moderator.

Aftor tho usual dovotnal oxercises of prayor and
praiso, Dr. Cochrano choso as his toxt the two follow
ing passages of Scripture . Jeremuah in. 3, *' Tho
showers havoe been withholden, and thero hath boen
no latter rain, ' and Ezekiel 2xx1v. 26, ** I will mako
thom and tho places rvund about my hill a blesaing,
and I will cause tho shuwer to cume down in his sea-
son ; tnoro shall bo showers of blessing. ™ The follow-
ing s the substance of hin discourse.

%n the fourteenth chapter of this book of Jeremuah,
wo havo a striking picture of the terrible horrors, re-
sult.ng from a proteasted drought, when tho heavens
aro as brass and tho earth is as won. ‘*Judah
mournoth, and tho gates thoroof languish , thoy are
black unto the ground , and the cry of Jerusalom 18
gono up  And their nubles have sent their hittle unes
to tho waters, thoy came to the pits, and found no
water ; they returncd with their vessels empty , thoy
wore ashamed and confounded, and covered their
heads Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and
forsook it, because there was no grass. And tho wild
asses did stand in tho high places , thoy snuffed up the
wind like dragons , their eyes did fail, because there
was no grass.” Tho csuso of such a judgmont we aro
at no loss to underatand. It was for the iniquities and
backsliding of his people, that God sealed up the clouds
of wator, and bruught barrenness and famine upon the
inhabitants of the land. By such dealings Gud would
havo them realizo that Ho was cognizant of their sin-
ful conduct, and would bo avenged because of their
ingratitude.

n our own climate we know full woll the ovil offects
of drought. Although such a calamity has never pre
vailed to tho extent of famino, in sumeo cases it has
materially affected the suaal cumforts of the inhabat-
ants, and parslysed the energies of cummorce. At
such 8 scasun of the year as the present, wo need fre.
quent shuwers to prumote vegetation, and nipen the
crops of the field. A fow weeks scor-h.ng heat, an
tempered by genial and copisus rains, makes a veast
differenco in 510 returns of the husbandman.

Itis enurclizdifferont in uther portiuns of the glube.
In Egypt the Nile perivdically overfluwa its banks and
hastens gre wth. By a wise arrangoment of Pruvidence
to moet tho Zack of rain and dow, it selduin fails at the
appomted tume. In other cuuntries pruvisiun s mado
1n the soil and roots, to remain for a much longer
penod without rain than in vur Northern Zune. Al
though the ground may be dry and barned, the suuts
carry with them a life superior to the acuidents and
soventy of drought. In cur climate, ere the refresh-
ing tain camo duwn, ‘" e seeds and ruuts suuld die
beyond all hupe of geruanation, but there thoy yuicken
int bfe, anaffected by the lung penuds of scurchung
heat, that have retarded theur gruwth and avemsugly
exhausted their vitality.

The analogies that cxist between the natural and the

intual world aro many aud obsvivus. It may not,

erefure, be anprufitatls in present uircumstances to
enqure iatu the causes and Junsoyucnces of spantual
drought in the Charch and in individual suuls, and
also for our encvuragement tu glance at the prurises
of spintual refreshing that are promused tbe Church
under tho New Testament dispensatiun. The condi-
tion described by the pruphot Jerominh 18 & sad ono .
** The shuwers have been withholden, and there have
been no latter rain “'-- that of Ezekiel is full of encour-
agement and hope . * I will make them and the places
sound about my bill a blessing , and I will cause the
ghuwer v cume Jduwn in his seasun, therv shali be
showers of blessing.”

I remark first, that in the Charch of Gud as in the
natoral world we need cunstant refreshing showers to
promote the growth of individeal Chnstans and ad-
vance the causo uf rightovusness. Cecasiuns indeed
intervene when more 18 needed an the watamal world
than the refreshing shower, .hen tho rawn descends
nut gently and auiselessly Lutin turrents, tcanny deesp
furrvws and fissures u: the carth, and crushing the
tender plants that cannut stand such «sulent treatment.
No une disputes the valae of such vccasivnal delages,
whatever temporary hurt may follow , but the ve
nocessity fur such avalanches of faun pruves hum much
better arc the nightly Jews and tumely shuwers of
spring and summer. It is just bocsase theie have
been withheld fur a prutracted perivd that fluuds of
water, accompanied by the thunder storm and light.,
ning, are demanded to drench the gruand, purify the
atmospher, and save from famine.

Now, in the history of God's kingdom apon earth,
there are periods when revivals of religion are so
powerful as {o indicste an anusual abundance of
:giritual fealing. Without such seasons, certain

urches would loose all their vitality. As wo thank
God for unuzual deluges of rain, to make the burnt ap

gress put on pew verdure, and fill the heads of corn,
20 wo Fave gord cruso to feel prateful when such

mighty convulaions and spiritual quickonings ocour in
Christian commumitios. “But bottor than tho ocea-
sional thundor storin are tho regular desconding rnins
and tho nightly dow drops that fringo tho leavos of
flowers and sparklo like dismonds on tho grass, and
bottor than oxcopiional and wounderous outpourin
of Uud's Bpirit are tho constant manifestations of His
co, unattended though thoi may bo by moral revo-
utions, but nut leas yuletly but cffectively, building
up and maturing souls for tho paradizo above. DBut
fur thesv long scasons of drought, when the ground is
chapt, and the wells are waterless, and tho wild nsses
snuff up tho wind liko dragons, and their oycs fail them
because theroe is no grass, thero would bo no oceasion
for tho rain sturms that rofresh tho thusty ground,
and, but for long poriods of -pintual docay in the
Church, whon prayer is fitful and Christinn activity
all but doad, thoro would bo less oceasion for special
agencies, which the Holy Spirit often blessos to revivo
dechning churches and provent individuals from com-
ploto paralysis of roligious fecling.

Evory charch should sock cunstant baptisms of tho
Holy Spint, If wo suffor from spiritual drouy ., lot
us not foolishly talk about a mysterious Providenco
that wators other portions of tho rinoyard and leaves
our special corner dry and parched. It is tho great
desiro of Christ that His Church should prosper--that
it should be continuously faithful ~that, without long
periods of weakness and inactivity, it should go for-
ward to greater conquosts.  If it is otherwise, let us
sco to it, as ministors and offico-boareis and members,
that we aro not guilty in the sight of God. Whore
prayer is reatrained, and family roligion is neglected,
and attendance upon ordinances is fitful, whero thero
is greater rolish for the pleasurcs and amusements of
the fashionablo world than fellowship with the unseen
and the eternal, nothing can bo expected but the de.
cline of piety. ‘‘ The thawers are withholden, and
thers is no lattor rain.”

This leads me to remark sccondly, that seasons of
spiritual drought are generally tho consequences of
despising, or misimproving tho moans of grace. The
wholo history of Israel is evidenco of this fact. For
their sins and provocations, God froquently visited
His chusen people with a famine of bread as well asa
famino of the Word of life. Temporal mercies whon
undervalued or abused are often withdrawn, and Gos.
;;el blessings when slightud are ofton diminished.

* Jerusalem,” says tho gru het, ‘‘ remembered in the
daye of her affliction and of her miseries all her pleas.
ant things which she had in the days of old, when her
goople fell into tho hand of the enemy and none did

elp her.” 1In tho silonco and =olitude >f the Baby-
lunush captivity, how strilingly was this verified, aa
sutag by the streams of Babol the Jows thuught apon
the feast . * Wo wept when we remembered Zion,
Wo hangod cur harps u,.0u the willows in the midst
me;;f How shall wosing the Lurd's song in a strango

A faguno of bread 8 a terrible scourge, but far
greater 8 tho ovil when the candlostick of o ces
18 remuved, and mon perish fur Jdisine sustenance.
This was tho culmination of Gud's ange:z inst His
chusen pouple as well as Ltho unfaithful churches of
Asia Minur. " Behuld the dags cume, saith the Lurd,
that I will sond a famine in the land, not a famine of
bread, nut a thurst fur water, but of hearing the Word
of Gud.” Aguman speaking by the muuth of Isainh, and
ropruving them for despising theur privileges, hesays.

‘I willlay the vincy waste , it shall aut bo pruned
nor digged. I will alsu command the cloads tbatthey
rain oot upon 1t And to the churck in Ephesus
John 13 commanded to say . ‘* Remember frum shenco
thua art fallen and ropent, and do the first wurks, o:
oiso I will cume uni thee yaickly, and will remuvo
thy candlestick out of his place except thou repent.™

Worldly minded men, cannot feal the loss of publio
or private means of , but God's own children
deeply mourn the withdrawal of such privileges. The
Chastaus of Attauch, sheu Chrysustum theu munsste.
was banished, judged it a greater deprivation than
tho abzenco of the sun in the firmament. In thodays
of Tupsh persecutivn when Gud's servants wero
hurried away to martyrdum thoit flocks met them on
tho way to pnsun with their littlo unes in their armus,
and, thruwing themselves at thair feet, aried vut .—

Who chall :nstruct thess puut babes] Who shall
caso vurt afflicted cunscience! Who shall lead us 1n
the way of ufei” Nor can there be anythmng but
inwnso &orrus, shero Guspol ordinances long enjuyed
and approciated are remuved. The prospenty of the
nation, tho stability of civil government, and tho
prevalence of virtue, as well as the salvation of souls,
depend upun the cuntinuance of the faithfui preach-
in§ of tho Word.

remark, thirdly, that seasuns of spuntual druught
are nut less fatal to the interests Jf true religion, %&
causo thoy steal o
It is so wath drought in tho natural world. Wo can-
not prediot its coming, nur are wo probably aware of

.ita length, until wo aeo the sad results in the burnt up

ground. Qno, twy, or thros weeks pass without rain,
bafure wo begin to realizo the actu.s condition of af-
fairs, ur are alarmed for tho futare. It 18 just so in

poriods of spiritual dechne. Outwardly wo seo no

symptoms of chango. Thocharchisopen. Tho moans
of gracoare waited npon, after a certrin formel reut're,

Tho praysr-meoting is kopt alive. Thovo fs the usual
emount of roligious talk and prayer for tho extention
of Christ's kingdom. Butin all this, thoro is no real
longing after gres%er holiness and perfoction of char-
aotor. At last wo bogin to sco a palpablo doterior
ation in the spiritusl power of tho momborship; a
doadness of fooling and indifferonco, that threaten
disaster and ruin to tho visiblo body of beliovors.
Nay, in somo cascs things aro so hupoless that thero
is scarco vitality romaining to monsuro the exteut of
tho ovil, or to agonize in prayer for Almighty aid to
quicken the dead !

Noarly overy congregation contains moro or les
nominal Christinns, whose zeal and enthusiasm has
sadly diminished sinco their receptioninto tho church.
Tho gleanings of formor harvests, were moro than tho
entiro vintagoe now. Tho things which romain are
roedy to die. A spiritual lothargy and lukowarmnoss
in tho sorvico of tho Master, strangely contradictory
of tho glowinf; fervour of bygono years, provails. The
hoart is uncultivatod. There is a sourncss in tho con-
vorsation that ill comports with the disciplea of tho
meck and lowly Jesus. Means aro no longor used to
koep tho graces polished, aud the armour sharp and

littoring. Thoro is littlo or nono of tho pleasure
%ormorly oxparionced in Christian followship in sacra
mental scasons and the goneral work of tho denomi.
nation. Ths soil ishard ~ unmoistened by tho rofroab.
ing rain - unproductivo and unprofitable.

%eod 1 say that such a condition is dangerous? It
is o dishonourable ons for any child of Qod to oecu‘i)l);
It may not bo fatal, for the ploughshare of severe dis.
cipline can brin tho most callous backslider to con
sciousness of guilt and penitenco for sin :

« 8pent barren Jand you can restoro and nouzish ;

Decayod Christians God can causo +0 flourish."
But it is only after sovere pruning that spiritual lifo
is revived, and tho soul restored to its nosrmal con.
dition. Before tho dows of heaven can benefit such
souls, end tho fallow ground becume productive, a
preparatory process is necdful to quickon the hard,
stalid, passionless affections, and convulse to their
vory foundations that deop scated avarico and indo.
lenco which prevent conscoration to tho cause of God.

A worldly minded church, however generous and
Iawish its contributions may bo to charitable and mis-
aunary ubjects, :s the greatest of all hindrances to the
spread and success of the Guspel. The muro numer-
ous the membership in such a csse, the groater is the
owvil. However sincere yuung converts aro in enter-
ing such a communioun, unless special graco provents,
thoir pioty will soon roach the low level of tho mass.
Apart from the constant operations of God's spirit,
manifested in holy deeds of solf denual, a chanh may
bocume a hundrance tu the prugress of the uuth, a
stumbling bluck to enyuirers, and a bywurd vn the lips
Of';wﬂ%m brofl k of th

his brings as briefly to & of the passago in
Ezekiol so full of oncoumgemrfr?t. and hope to ll who
sesk the prospenty of Zivn. The language refors to
Mesnanic tumes shen God's cuntruversy with His
pevplo shouid ceazo, the scattered vnes be restored to
Jerusalem, and blesaings in IMQ" abundance cruwn the
latter daya. FPeaco 1s to prevau thruughout tho land,
the wild beasts of tho forest are no lunger to molest
or ternfy the traveller, ev that he may dwell in the
wildernoss o eafety, and sleop 1n the wouds unharmed.
Tho trees of the field aro to yiold their fruit and the
land gsive forth its wncrease, and tho yuke of alaver,
be forever broken. For in the words already yuoted,
which may be regarded as a summation of all these
covenantea mercles—'' 1 will mako thom, saith the
Lord, and the places round about Iy hill a blezsing ,
and I wll cause the showera to come down 1n hus gea-
son, thero shall be showers of blessing ~—thero
can bo no doubt, I think, but that the propheoy
rofers to the Gosgol dispensation. The final in.
thering of the Jows, tho restoration of Iiount
jion, and tho rebuilding of Jerusalem, belong to a
enud @luch procedes the winding ap of the present
spensation. The nature of the glesaings spoken of,
howov:ar!. bx:.dxml t of n]dxﬁ'efrcnlt;. x‘ft&rpmtstlx‘ons. pcall:a:
tempy csungs unly of whuch tho prophes s
or spinitual, or both cgmbmod i Aro wg to take the
langusge 1n a hiteral or figurative scuse ! Are wo to
underatand the seasonable showers montioned as
nothing beyond the spring and summor ramns, or
aro the words typical of heavenly blessings, and the
outpounng of Gud s Spint upun His chosen people 1

In thus pnucary sigmification, 1 deubt not, tho pro-
phet refoiTed to tumporal blessings.  ¥f yon read over
carefully tho judgments threatonod Israel you will
find that tho blessings promisod in tho cuntext are
oxactly their cvuntorpart. Tho judgments included

{ years of trouble and desolation, famine and postilonce,

war and bloodshed, calamities of overy furm aod de-

.| greo of soverity, oven appruaching to tho bondago of
n us inseusibly and unobeerved. - T e he

Egypt, and tho sufferings of tho wildorness. God'a
anger wes to bo manifested in thesa moro tangiblo
and striking evils. His presonce as the avengor of
their sins was to be soen sn the wmithdrawal of all
thoso cumforta which cunstituto national prospority,
and tho prevalence of all thoso plagues which accom-
pany overthrow and destruction. ut nuw tho gcono
changes. Tho temporal blessings long withheld aro
sostored. Instead of famine there is p%ent.y » instead
of war. p~aco ; instead of intornal commotion and dis-




