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ORNERAL ASBLY OF? THES )>RR'Y
TERIAN CH!URO IN C (ANADIA.

Tho teuitl General Aisseantlï ut tha Presbytuiaui
Clunreli un Canada wua uoeaot lust aught iii Saint
James Square Presbyterau Claurcli. lai thec absence
ut the bMuderator, Dr. Kiag, %lto lett for Britati ini
April un tho intereata ut Manituba Culiteo thae soi-inuit
mas preachoti b> tuo 11ev. Dr. Cuchrane, ut Branntfordl,
tho ox.moderatar.

Aftor the usual tiovetauna i eorcises ut prayer anti
pri-aie, Dr. Cecirane chose asi has tet the tiru folbuir
ing pessages of Scipure. Jeremiali iii. 3, IlTho
coeers hava beaut wuthhlon, anti thera lîath houa
ne latter rain,' anti Ezekiel xxitiv. 20, I aill malte
tham, anti thea places round about nîy hulI n blcasing,
anti 1 ailI causa tho sluuwer te contc duwn a its hseBa.
son; tuera shahl b howeera ot bleasîug. The ftullow -
ing is tho substance af hoe discoursa .

Inthe fourteenti cliapter et tItis book et Jereniali,
ira hava a otriking picture et thc terrble hrerrora, re-
aulttng trams a protractoti drought, avhon tha hecavens
ara asi brasa anti te carti ta as iron. "Judah
maurneth, andi tho gatea thoroof languish , ta> ara
black uinte, tho grounti, anti the cry cf Jerusalam is
gene up Anti their nobles have sent their little unes
La the waters , they came tu the puas, anti founti ne
irrter ; tie> raturneti avit theur vessole empty , thoy
vmare nalamoti anti confounded, anti cuveoat their
badi Yeti, tie hiati aise calveti in tic fildit, anti
forsouk it, bocause thero watt ne grass. Anti the avilti
n=ses diti stand ta tic lugli place-s, thc> anuffeti up the
winti laIe dragons , their cyce <id rail, because thora
iras ne grs& Tho causa et sucli a jud$mont mc are
at ne lois te understand. It mas fer thie inîquities anti
hackshding ot lits peuple, that Guti seop te alenis
et mater, anti bruughlt harrennes andi fam'ie upr Uich
tahabitants ot te landi. By audIt denlinga Godmoulti
hava thorm realize tint Ho iras cegaizant et their sin-
fui coaduct, anti woulti ha avengeti bacause ut their

in our aira climato wc knew full mcli theocvii affects
ot drouglit. AIltougli suaIt a calamîty lias nover pro
vailet ta the citent et famine, ta suoe cases IL hats
ntaterial 4iffectoti the social coinfurtis ut the arîhabit-
antu, ant paralyaed tic cii-rglas cf commerce. At
sucli a scasun ut the ycar as tie prescrit, noe necd Ire.
querit shomera te prornote Vegetatlua, anti ripeait the
crops of the fieldi. A tow wmek acar-h.ag Lent, un
tempereti by gantai anti copiuia rains, malien, a ra.t
diffaence, ini tha ratura of the hashandrman.

ILt a ntirely différent in uther p.rtions ut Uic gluha.
Ia Egypt the Nila periudically ov erfiomia its bAnka anti
liatena gri. wth. B vs ragmn tP-tiirc

ta muet thea-ýe of ut ain anti dat, ài soldin aials aL tic
appointe ti Lme. In othez w~untries pro'. talon ta matie
an the oeil anti recta, te romain for a mucli longer
peru iot vthout tain tItan ta u Nurtliern Zone. Al-
thougli te gmo ndt may ho dry anti bun-at, thc routa
carry avth tiera a lita oupecriur Luo the aiaet anti
suernt> ut druuglit. In unii dlânate, cru tho tefreali-
ing tina came avot, a, 0 ôeeds andtiuiStta Ut Lie
hoanti ail lu0pe o goruuînation, but tiera the> 't acken
itt lie, unaffecteti b> the long portuda utor uliag
heat, tiai. haçe retardeti iheiî gruw.th, andi aoemi..gly
exhaustati thonr çitality.

Thé analogies tItat oxiat betweti thé natai-a andi the
siritual wrlt ama ar ati oh'. £vusi. It n>j nuL,

therefure, ha unprofitalle la pi-osent à.rcuuiuetances Lu
enqaure tutu tic causes &La ,n » xisa ue uf spritual
drout in the Church anti In Md' Idot oul, anti
alse or oui encouragement tu &lance at the promiases
ut spiritual refreslaing ta. are promnisedti Ui CIterch
under Lie Newr Testament dispensationt. lIte coadi-
tien descrihati b> Lie prupitet Jerernsh as a &adne u.
-The shuavora have heen mitlilildan, anti tera bai-c
hean ne latter ria -- thaf-of Ezekiel ia full et encour-
agement antihope. "I miiimak tiom antitho place
round about my bill a hlossing , andi I avil eaua tho
ahoirer tu corne dotarit n Lta iseaaua., t-herba, liai; Le
asboavors cf blessiagIl

I remari first, t in thc Chuirci ut Guti as inthe
natumal won ti sic neeti constat refreshtiskg aLuç%ra Lu
prornote tic gromth ut lnlvidual Clitas anti ad-
rance Uic cause uf rigitousacas. Occasions indeeti
intervenuein atore ta neetieti n thu naturel taurit
tisa Uic refresiing ahaner , -honi tie rata deacends
nut gently anti nisdtS4ij but in tarrents, (carnu4 Jeep
f ui-i-os anti fssuresa thLi carili, anti crushing tic
tender planta that cannot stand àucai saulont truatmoat.
Nu uaa diszputes Lic value ut suai uccasîvani Malges,
avhatea-er temporary burt ay fallow , but tie veryi
acesity fur anch avalanzhes ut ria proieos hua nauer
battez are te raighll daa and Lae>allumera ut

splg anti aunmer. It ia j ut bocausa thos hava
beo àt~hbeId fui a prtutatl kaniut thnt, fluds Ur

mater, accempanieti b> thc thunder arm and iigtt-*
ning, are demandoti tZ <ranch the grunt, purify te'
atmcsbon, anti onve front famine.

Nom, In tic ister of (Iodî kingdem, upon candi,
tioa are penioda mlien revivals ut religion arca ou
poaverful as tu indicate an anusual abundanco ut

sprtual feeling. Withuut such sonnons, caminj
clinrcea moniti boose &Il tiair vitality. An ave thani
Gted for aunsa dolugea ut rain, w- male Lie bumt u
grau put jfl new veordure, anti (il te éats nf cr,
nE ir re enedc t-tuec ta fcel gn, toftnl irben uc~h

mighty convulisions anti apiritwtl quieconings cmtir in
Cristian comnrunitiea. But botter thain tha oa-

atonal thunder storin are the rogular deaeonding raina
andi the niglitly dow drops duit fvingo the louves af
ilowera andi sparklo l11w diamonds on the graiss, sudt
bettor than oxoop:tonal andi wundevous outpourngs
ut iod'a Spirit are tho consant manifestations of Illis
graco, unattendeti though they îay bo by moral revu-
luttons, but siut loas quictly Mu offectivoly, building
up andi naturing coulis for the paiiruio aboya. But
fur thune long senons of drouglit, wlien the grati in
chapt, andi Vlie iella are waterleas, anti the wild aises
snuff up tho wind like dragons, andi their cye fàii themn
because thora in nu gratt, thora wculd ba no occaision
for tho rain 6turnio that refrosh the thîraty grounti,
andi, but fur long porrads of 'piritual dacay in tho
Church, whon prayer a fitful anti Christian activity
&Il but doati, thora would bo leu occasion for apccial
agencies, which tho foly Spirt oten blesses te revive
dochining churchea anti proent individuale trein com-
plota psralyais of rolll nui feeling.

Every church shoulTd seuls, constant baptismes of tho
Holy Spirit If wo sufeor framn spiritual drauy Il lot
us flot foollahly talk about a niysterious Providence
thnt waters other portions ef tho vinoyard anti baves
our special corner dry~ and parcheti. It La tho great
deairo of Christ that Ris Church aboulai praisper- -that
At shoulti bo continuously faithful -tiat, without long
pariade of weshneais anti inactivity, it shýoult go for-
ward te greater cenquostis. If it is Irtherwiae, lot us
seo to Lt, as miniatere anti offica-homarasnd mombors,
that ire ara net gtilty in the sight ot Gad. Whoe
prayer is remtralned, andi faniily religion La noglectoti,
and attendanco upen ordinances is fittul, whera thora
La greater roliah for the plesanrcs and amusements of
tho fashionable irorît tItan followship with tho unscen
and the eternal, nothing cati ha expocteti but tint de.
chins of piety. " Tho axowrr are wit.holden, andi
thora is ne latter rain."

This loads me ta remark soondly, that saunas ef
spiritual drought are generally tho censequonces cf
despiaing, or misLmp raving thic meas of graue. The
whula hiatory of lI La evidonco of tItis tact For
their aine andi provocations, Ced froquently vis-ted
Hia chosen peu~ple irith a famine of breati as ireil as a
famine of thte Word cf lire. Temporal morcles whon
undorvalueti or abusoti are uftn wthtirawn, anti Oua.
r>l blessings when slighkud arc oftt dim-inishoti.
'J. rusalm," asys tha pruphet, " romembereti ln the

days of hier affliction ana of lier niiseries ail lior pluas-
&Int thinga which shin had in the days cf aId, whlon hier
poplefrail into tha hanti ot the enemy and nons did
help lier." In tho silence anti solitudo )f the Baby.
Liunah captivity, hi,%ç atrikngly waa this veriSiot, as

.l&tl.ng by thc etreama or Babel the Joirs th.uglit opon
the fcast : IWo wept wen ave rernemhorod ZMon.
Wo hantod cur harpa u1.on the willowa in the midast
thexeut. fuir ahall ve éing the Lvurd'es onl ina istrango

A laa.ine ot bruat is a terrible ;curge, but fat
jircator ts tho ovU when the ca.ndlostick ut urd.aaiicco
ta rem.%od 1 andi mon perish fui diçine au3tertaca.
Thia avas thec culmi~nation Ur Gud'a angez a~. nt fUS
Ihusen, poupia as well as thea nfaithtnl = rces of
.AstaMinur. "Bchold t.ha <ay corne, saiLl the Lvrd,
that I avili ntid a famine in the landi, net a famine of
breati, nur a LhIiat fur ççater, but 4ut hoaring tie Word
ot Gud.** Again apeaking by thei muuth of Isainli, andi
ropru,.;ng t-hei fui tiestisng thoin prit ilges, hoay.

1 w." la> .i io rsaati a unt bu pruned
nor diggcd. I vili alau command the cloatis thatthoy
ran flot upon it.- Andti, th e churelsi n Ephesus
John in commanded tu say . II Remeaber front irbenco
thuu art fallon anti repent, and du the tiret iv.rls, uà
aise I avili corne unta, thee .uickly, anti will rectoo
thy candlestick out ut his place except thon repent.

Worldly rninded aien, canant feol the leof apublie
or privato mens ef grace , but Qed'.s owa chidron
deelply mc.arn the withtirawal ot such privileges. The
Chiaa. JAnaucii, alhit Chrysoatain t.hua auntata
wan banished , jutigeti it a greater doprivatien tItan
tha absence of thc sua in the firmament, In the <laya
ut i'upaah persiacutiun when Gudaâ servants avcra
hurricti away tu. inartyrdum thoir flocka met therp. on
ti tva tapioittor little unes in their anrus,

andti hruwing thenselvos at Licar fouct, cried out .
Vhiu salu entt these por babas 7 Who ahail

easo oui afflu.ted cunânaoci. Who shall Ioat us ti
the ççay uf Noe Sr can thora be anythang but
inteAnse aorroa', fiera Gospel ordlnancia long enjuyed.
anti approctedotiare remuveti. The prospenu.y of the
nation, tho atability cf civil government, anti tha
prevalonceo .r virtul, as avel as the salvatton of souls,
dojend tapun Uic cuntinuance ut thc faithf ni proacli.
ing of thc Word.

Irentnrk, thàrdi>, tai. semSons ut opiitual druuglit
are aut l esa fatal to the interesta itf truc religion, bu-
cause thoui steal apon us inseusihly anti unobnervoti.
It La sri aviL drought La the natural world. Wao can-
net prediot Lts eoming, aur aras mc probably aware af

,ta lcngth, until ave seac at rosulta in the hurntuop
grounti. One, tiro, or throo %vceka pesa without rata,
befure wue begin t<, roalizo Uic acuai condition of ai.
faim, ar are alarmoti for the future. It a jat se in
porlotis ot opiritual dochne Outwaraly me sec ne
ayniptaxas of change. The charch inopen. lThe mcans
of gro.tra irait d inpon, after a cerf s'in f<ermpl rotutrr

noli prayor-meoting ia lcopt ive. Tho," his ansil
amuount of religions talk anti prayer fer the oextention
et Ohrist's kingdom. But in aIl tItis, thora ia no roal
longing attor grt-ler hôlinua andi perfection et char.
acter. At last %va begin te soc a palpable dotorlar-
ation iii tho spiritual powver tif the, nîemhorship; a
doatinesa et feeling anti indifforouico, that throaten
disastor undi mlii te the visible bod y et bolievers.
Nay, in soine cases thiuugs are se hopeloe that thora
ia source vitality roniaining te mnasure the exte'xt cf
tha ovil, or te agonizo in prayer for Alinighty aid to
quickon the dead 1

Noarly os ory congregation centaisne ra or lcts
nomninal Christians, whloso tst anti anthuaiase lias
sadly diminicheti since thoir reception ijuto tho ohurch.

Thio glaningus et former harvosti, irere more thon the
catirao viatago noir. Tho thinga irbicli romain ara
ree.dy te die. A spiritual letlîargy andi lukowarmnoss
ln the service ot the faister, strangoîy ccntradictory
oft ho glowin? ferveur of bygano ycars, provals. The
honrt is uncultivateti. Thoma la à sournoiu in tho con-
vrratien that ilI compcrts avitIt the disciples cf tha
meeli anti lowly Jeas. Meone are ne langer used ta
lceep tic graces polalhet, atid the armour sharp anti
gitring. Thora La lle or nena of tha plesuro

xomol orencetiL Christian followship in soien
e n 7tal coasn ateUc goneral work DfthUi denemi

nation. Thoisou lia brd unmoistenetiby tho ro rosi.
lamin - uaproductivu anti unpirofltable.

eti a ay that siuch a condition la dangeraus 2 It
in a disht'noumblo eau for an y chilti et Goai te occupy.

I aynet bc fatal fer tho plcughshame cf cuvera dia.
ciplino can brin g tomont caîbcua backalider ta con
scieusheas cf guuît anti ponitenca for sin:

1,Spoat barron land yen cun restera anti nouzisht;
Dmcyod ChristIans (lad a cause ; le ourfsb."

But Lt in üaly aftur aeveropuig that spiritual lira
is raviveti, anti the seul rtooite its rîornal on-
dition. Before the dams of heaven a benefit suis
seuls, anti the falloir groundt hecume productive, a
propartory proccas ia acetiful te quickon tia liard,
3tnliti, passionleas affections, anti convulse te their
vory foundations that deep senat avarice ant iIndo-
lence which provent consecratien ta tho cause of Qed.

A wurldly mindeti churcli, howover goneraus anti
lavisl iL. contributions niay ho Lu charitablo anti mis-
saunar> objecta, la tha ae t utail hindruincea tu the
eprudt anti succeau U c upo. Tho mure numer-
ua the zaemherahip an ouci a case, the groater has the
cvii. Huavover aincera, yuung ceavorta, are in enter-
ing suci a communion, unleu aspoolal grace proveata,
thin pioty avili sen roacli the loir lovaI urth Uicmssi.
Apart tramn the constant aporations ft Geti's spirit,
mnsiefsted tri hu1> qduds ut self dental, a churlà h a
hecuin. a luadranco t,, tho prugrosas ut the ta uti, a
atumhling blucli LU entlulrera, anti abynrtid un thc lips
et scoffers.

This bringa us briafly ta "pka ot the passage an
Ezokiol se f nil ut encouragement anti hope tu ail vIt
seek thc prooperty or Zion. The languago retors tu
Mean turnes taLon God'a cuatruicray ath Hia
peuple aolid Scs, thc acatterc unes ha restai-ad te
Jeruaalern, and bleasanga tn larie abundanco cruwn the
latter <laya. Peaco ta te piavia thruughouut the landi,
the % ilt bonits ut the for-est are ne longer ta mulesi.
or territheUi travolor, eu tint ho unny <avel ta Lte
wiltioraat ta saaety, and sloop ta thc avooda unliarieti.
The trues et tho fielti arm tc yicîti their fruit andtihLe
landi gàve forth its increase, anti thc .yukc ut alaeery
bh o royer brulica. For ta tic avorda airoati> uotcd,
irluch niay bc rogarded as a sommation of aIl tise
covcnante6, rtmee-', -1mdl1 make tharn, saith the
Lord, anti tho places round about Miy bill a blesaing ,
anti I will cause Uic ahairera tu corneow <lint lits soit-
sun, thora shall ba ahoivers of bbassing '-thora
cun ba nu doubt. I thiak, but that the prophecy
retors ta tic Gospel duspTonantion. The final La-

FLthering et the Jea, Ltaetoration et Iiount
I, a anti te rebuilding et Jeruaabem, beloag te a
cerioti tahicl prucedea h Uicttr atu.an Upu the prent

dicpe nmntion. IThe nature efth Uic bsigosapokan ot,
hoeaver, admit uf difféet interpratations. la ir.
temporal bieasinga unly ut whach the prophot speaks-
or spiritual, or hati cambineti 1 Are c te cke the
laqguago ia a literai or figurative sonso 1 Are ira to,
undoristanti the aoasonabîc aoeer montioned. as
noting beyoati thc sprtng anti aummer ramas, or
ara tic mords typical of heavealy bcsiagas, andti Li
outpuuring of God a Spirit upun His chu3ea people I

la tuas priarr signification, 1 duubt lot, tho pro-
phot roeoi tu tejmporal blessinga. If yen reud lover
carefully tic judgmcnts tireatenoti laraci you avili
(ant tiat Uic hîcangts prumrnisan tho Cuntexi. ai-e
exactly th=a cuunterpart. Tho judgmaata ancludeti
yeara ut trouble anti dotiolation, fainent anti pestilence,
avar anc. blodahati, calarnatica ut avr uria anti do-
grec ut soverity, aven, appruaching te te bandage et
Egypt, anti tae sufferinga uf the mlldornosas. tbod7a

agr a te bc menifsto in La Lesa more tangible
anti triking ovils. EH prononce as thc avangor ot
theîr orna ma tu he san ini the sithdrana ot ail
Lioso cumforta whach constitte national prvspority,
asthUi provalanco utr all ffione plantes wirh accora.

panyovetiro ani dstrutio. ýt noui Lie Ç'cenc
c&angea. Thc temporal blesîngis long aithiciti are
rstai-ad. Insteat cf famine there ta planty , ineteati
et irr. r-,co: inetc.vl et internai commotien anti lis-


