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age and boldness that it is now, and without saying. But it is rnuch mnore,
that by Christian scholars themselves. -it is entirely untrue. I know many
The most fearless investigation, as of0 these men, somie of them humble,
rigorous and searching as that of any and imperfectly educated ; some of
naturalist, is applied to the text of them- of moderate knowledge and
every part of the Bible l>y the seholars, ability ; some illustrious for learning
whether of Germany, of England, or of and genlus. 1 say fearlessly that there,
Arnerica. What does Mr. Le Sueur is no profession in the world which
kiiow of the resuits of such research contains so few members untrue to,
but what Christian divines have told their convictions or unworthy in their
himi Sirnply notbing. Didnot thelate lives. If a clergymian is a secret un-
D)ean Alford--to namie only one man believer, the Iast fa ce he will dare to
-spend years over the text of the ' laugh' bis falsebood into is that of
New Testament I Dici be sbirk his another clergyman. I amn anxious to
work or shrink fromn the frankest wri te withi courtesy, because 1 have
statenient of what hie found 1 It was a real regard for Mr. Le Sueur. But
my honour and privilege to know bis I must use plain language. lis aile-
rare transparency of character, and gation i s false, utterly and preposter-
bis fearless devotion to trutb, and I ously false. Eithier he knew it to be
arn only one of scores to whoni sucli so, or lie did xiot. If bie did know, 1
an idea is only not outrageotisly l)refer not to use the appropriate ad-
offensive because it is so intinitelv lu- jectives; if he did not, hie bias slan-
dicrous. dered a class of men of whom he,

Again, are we to forget that a num- knows notbing, or so little that it
ber of men, chosen for their competent amounts to notbing.
knowledge, are at tbis moment at It would be easy to show that the
work upon tbe English Bible for the iiremaining tests of Mr. Le Sueur are
purpose of bringing it into accord -with eitber irrelevant or iiot fou nded in
our most exact knowledge of tbe ori- fact. It is not 'tbe best mind of tbe
ginals î 1It is so far f rom being ag' tbat is deserting Cbristianity,
dangerous ' to do this, that I have it but onlv the mind that is most plastic

on the personal authority of two of to the philosophical fashion of ther
these revisers, one working, on the Old bour. Even that will not be se for
Testament, the other on the New, tbat long,. Truth wiIl prevail, criticism1
their agreement as to the desirable will do its work, and wbst ' cannot be
changes is wonderfully easy and per- sbaken' will remain. It is not very
fect. The fact is that a truîe scientific ireasonable for arty man to ask us tO
method is *ust as desirable and just tell hirn beforeband exactly wbat that
as fruitful iii biblical criticismi as else- will be. But many of us believe, Witlh
where. We- and I speak now of a Ifutli assurance of faith ' that it Wil,
biblical students-have neyer been sa include aIl that we most value in 011r
near together and neyer so sure of our present convictions, that the Vroces
ground. Iwill issue in the firm establishmnent (If

Take another of Mr. Le Sueur's the Gospel of our Great Master,
tests-' When augurs try not to purged of its foreign accretioiis, alItd
laugh in each otber's faces.' Now this brougbt s0 into relation witlh the'
either means notbing, or it meanis that ripest knowledge of the race that it
clergymen are insincere in their pro- will sway the reason and conrcience
fession of belief in the Gospel, and of bumanity with redoubled self-ev'-
that on a large scale. Tbat sucb a dence and withi ahl comprehensi'O
statement is rudeiy offensive goes power.
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