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WC tixus se clcarly, front flese facts, tlhat Paul's oli lefellc
of tlhc gospel, instead of lciiig weakciîcd, ini the lapse of centu-

ries, lias bcen strcngtlicncd. Pauil, aftcr %vitncessiîîg the influience

of the gospel on mcin for a few years, and experiencing its

transforninig power over inîiseif, could flnd no0 better apology

for prcaclinig it thani (leclaring it to 1c " thec povcr of Goci unto

salv'ation." And , too we, after %vitnessing the influence o!

this saine gospel in thec worl(l for past centuries, and, at the

present timie, over greater arcas tlîan Paul ever dreaînied of,
andl cxperiencing its influence ini our own lives, cati find no

i)etter (lefence of it tlîain the wvords of V'ie apostie. î ie Lun-

believer, wvitl iis sophlistry andl lus pliilosopli3, falsely so

called. înlav nicet uls. H-e nuiay raise inany (lificulties wvhich we

canlot solve ini connlection witlî Chîristian teaching. 14e nlay
%'crrv uls coiisi(leral)ly. B3ut. if wve mleet liijut witlî Paul's argu-

nient, lie, is silcnccd, if ant lioîicst mniî. No hioîist tuin il

denîy tliat virtue is better tlîan vice; anid if %ve, as lioncest, truthi-
fui mcen, cati (leclare to inii thiat, by accepting the gospel as
truc. our lives have beeîî cliangc(l, tilat a cansi(leratioli of God's
love in giviiîg I-is Son~ for us lias filled ils with purer miotives

anîd nobler aspirations, tliat, as a consequence af otîr behief in
Christ Nv.. deliglht to (10 rigli4 anîd liate to (10 wrong, lioWT dare

lie say aîiytluiîg agaiuist otir belief ? MVhen wc point out to
lîiîui the transformation in thue lives af mien and nations thiat

lias followcd tlhe preachiîug of ai-d belief in. the gospel, lion cati

lie, as an i iixest nitan, urge us to cease proclaiiiing it?

Thius far, for the dlefeîîce of the gospel. I kiuow of 110 better,

nor (10 I ask for better. It is onc calculated to strengthcen

thie faitlî of tliose wluo already believe the trutli. It wvill also

serve to silence the opponeîîts of aur faitlî and to britiug tien î,
if tliey Ire really lionest seekers after knowledge, ta a know-

le(lge of thîe trutu.

In the second place, we are tauglut ini aur text the proninience

tlîat slîould be -given to flhc gospel message in our preacluing

and teaclîing. Paul wvas tuot asluamed to prcaci 't continually,


