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should goverii the different, classes of society in their relations
to eachi other. But very littie indeed is said 0o1 the subject of
discipline, and thiat littie relates to the treatiment of scanda-
bous cases, suchi as could' hardly be tolerated in any decent,
hieathen society-Lo say nothing of the Chiurcli of Christ.

It wvas alrnost inevitable, bowTever, thiat discipline
should sooni cone to play a considerable part in
the administration of an orgranization sucli as the
Chiristian Chur-ch wvas. The ethical. standard whichi it
proclaiîned wvas on înany points highler thian that wvhich
had hiithierto, been recogrnized ainongr Jews or Gentiles,
and for the rnost, part it, was disposed to take that standard
seriously. It could xîot, v'ery well admit into its mernbership
anv whio did not profess their intention to live in ger-,neral hiar-
inony withi it, and whien flagrant lapjes frorn it afterwards
oecurred it could not very well retain those guilty of them. in
their privilegres, without (ixactinig soine reparation in thp way
of open confession anti public humiliation. So longr as the
discipline was adnuinistered hionestly, fairly and iii sucli a way
as to carry alongy witil it the consciences of the inenibers of
tue church generally, every instance of its infliction. would
inakze a deep and wlîolesoine impression. It decpenied the
sense or sin, and educated the consciences of the weaker or
more ignorant, while the forgiveness that wvas aiterwards ex-
tended conveyed a valuable object, lesson on the grace of God
to al] tiiose truly penitent. Its efléct oxî the surrounding coin-
munity %would be alniost equally wliolesoiine and could liardly
fail to inicrease thieir respect ior an organiization whichi had
thîe courage to maintain its own purity.

But liardly liad this excellent; systein of open discipline
malle good its place in the elnîrch and gained. the influence
thiat cornes froin general approval, than for-ces began to be
at work wvhicli ultixnately transformed it7s whiole character,
spirit and methiods. The clergy, tinding themselves in pos-
session of a power whiehi grcatly increased their influence
and flattered their vanity, soon increased the number of
offences for whichi discipline wvas exercised. Instead of con-
finiing it to scandalous sins, they extended it to every petty
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