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THE AMARANTH.

ANCIENT RUINS IN YUCATAN.

BY THE CHEVALIER FRIEDRICHSTHAL.

I Laxpep in the monthof December, 1833, at
the mouth of the river S. Juan, in the Central
Amcrican state of Nicaragua, with the inten-
tion of exploring that unknown part of the
western coniiuent. X proceeded first to the
large lake, bearing the name of the state, and
penetrated into the interior of the province of
Chondales, on its north-castern shore, inhabit-
ed by some scaticred tribes of Mosquito In-
dians, arnd passed round its northera share to
the city of Grenada.

After having visited the interesting islands
of the lake, the largest of which, from its n-
numcrable burying-places, scems tohave been
another Mcroe of the extinct nation once sct-
tled in those regions, I dirccted my steps to the
neighbouring lake of Managua, then crossed
the Cordilleras, and took the route, bordering
the Pacific, towards the southern gulf of Ni-
coya. I ascended and measured the most im-
portant of the isolated volcanoes to he met
with in this track, collected many geological
specimens, and a rich booty of mountain plants.
Having passed the Aguacate mountam, I as-
cended to the lngh plain of Tostarica, almost
surrounded hy extinguished volcanoes, among
which ong, situated between the city of Cao-
tago and the shore of the Atlantic, nses tothe
heichit of nearly 12,000 Enghsh foet. At the
crmmencement of the rainy scason I descend-
cdthrough the wild forests of the nver Zara-
piqui to the northern harbour of S. Juan, and
embarked for the United States, tonching
my passage at Jamaica, St. Dobungo, and
Cuba.

Highly gratified with the results of thus first
voyage, and animated by the accounts of the
American traveller, Mr. Stephens, respecting
the antiquarian riches of the southern provinces
of Mexico, I left the States in the month of
Jaly, 1310, and cntered the peninsula of Yuca-
tan at its castern shore, resolved to connect
with my physical and botanical researches an
cxamination of these ancent monuments.—
The actually independent Statc of Yucatan
hears the appearance of a poor and sicrile conn-
oy, fat inferor to the lands on the Atlantic
borders in general.  Its crust of stone marl is
in many parts of the inhabited districts, to a
great extent, bare and withoutany alluwal sail.
The decpemings and basons only, peculsr to
that kind of formauon, where mould is accu-
mulated, are fit for anluvation. There are,
howcver, on the north-castern coasy, and i the

south of the peninsuln, very rich woodlan
but these are in possession of the indolent
dians, who scarcely produce cnough for 11!
own immediatc wants. There are no o3l
tains, and only & chain of low hills in the w.2
and not even a aingic river throughout “l
whole monotonous plain ; consequently, 4
breeding of cattle is atended with great ¢ 88
cutties. o
1t is 330 years since the Caucasian race Sﬂ
set foot on the soil of the western contmeM
but wherever the Spaniard held his domin. 4
jealousy and avarice excluded all other nat. @ l‘
frorii mtercourse with the monopolized couns®
The accounts of the first conquerers con
many notices of the splendid buildings wi.™
they met with in Mexico and Yucatan; o
Ecclesiastical chronicles of the country ¥’
likewise some superficial descriptions of ¢4
buildings. Tgnorance and avarice, how:®
not only forbid the gavernment to pub!-.::s
the world any particulars of these remarh:®
works, hut fanaticism ieft no means untrio
destroy the most innacent objects conmues®
with the heathens, and it succeeded ; not <
a tradition remains among the tribes of
Maya Indians respecting the former stan
thecountry. Thus too, thoseiu.cresting ¥
wres, the only witnesses of the power 2%
knowledge of past ages and nations, haver™
dually falien to ruin withont having even ¥
cited the attention of thie conquerors; and =
roglyphics, and statucs, and bas-reliefs, wi
covered their walls, and from which, tn ¥
perfect state, importantinformation nughtis .
hoen obtained, are now disjoined, fallen, =
hroken, and mere antiquarian curiositics. 7
have no means of determining the numbe s
those ancicnt works scattered over the sur
of Yucatan, but they are very numcrous. 1'
arc found sometimes isolated, somictimest
large masscs, which, according to appearacs
are the Temains of great citicks  Tlus trar
couniry, which cxtends from the coast of
Laguna do Terminos to the north-cast, ¢
hits an alinost uninterrupted range of in
and tewns, G4 it reaches the sanctuanes {2
island of Cozumet.
Three different epochs of att may be xS
gaished in these structures; and they brar
doubted traces of identity of omgan wath they,
mainsof Palenque.  This is cspeenily thee!
with the carlier works, which are compase:
large rongh bloacks, put topather without &
ment; and such are the buildings at a p<
ncar the Haacnda Aki, stuated twenty =
English miles E.S.E. {from Mcnida, At




