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ANCIENT RUINS IN YUCATAN. south, of the peninsula, very rich woodlai4

~ ~ FRIinRCHSTÀL. but thcse are in possession of thc indolent.
dians, who scarceiy produce enougli fur ît#

1 "'AÇDED in the rnonth of December, 1633, nt own iintiediare wants. Therc arc no îno«
the inouth of the river S. Juan, in the Central tains, rand oniy n chain of iow his in the ivt
Arnerican state of -Nicaragua, with the ien- and not even a ainugic river througiwtut .t,
tion of exploring that unknown pant of the ivilole nionotonous plain ; consequenill..i
western con:iiient. 1 proceeded first t0 the breeding of cattlc is nucended with grcat d
large lake, hcaring the naine of the state, raid culties. Coe
penerrated inio the interior of the province of It is 350 years since the Caucasian race F_
Chondales, on its north-eastern shore, inhabit- set foot on the soul of the wcstern cont:iiuu-I
cd by sonie scattered tribcs of Mosquito, In- but whcrcver the Spaniard lield luis do[nn.ý
dians, ar.d passed round ils northern tshore to jealousy and avarice excluded ail other nai.r
the city of Grenada. froraà iniercourse with the' ionepolized coun

After hat.ing visited the interesting Islandis The' accounts ouf thc first conqucrors con'e
of the lake* thc ]argent of which, froni its in- inaany notices of tht' rplenidid buiildingsti-l.e
nuinerable burying-piaces, scems toliave been ilicy met %w-i: in 3Mexic and Yucaan
another M-%croe of the extinct nation oncc set- Ecclesýiastîcal chronicles of tle country r.J
tled in thiose regions, 1 dirccted my sîeps to tht' Iikcwise soine superficial descriptions of
neighbouring lake of Managua, then crossed buildings. Ignorance and avarice, oc
the Cordilleras, and took the' route, bordering flot enly forhid the gavernient 10 publu-t
the Pacifuc, îowards tht' southcern gulf of il; - the wvend any particulars of these rcnrfa-
coya- 1 ascended and mneasured the uuost iun- works, but fatnatrisut ieft no means untnn.,!

portant of the isolird volcanoes to bc nwî destroy thme unost innocent objeets connvc1T
with in tbis trnck, çoilected many geological wvith tht' licathens, and it succeedcd; not -.m
spc'cinins, and a rich booty of mountaîn plants, a tradition remn-anus au1nong the' tribes of
Having passed Ille Aguzac inountain, 1 as- Maya Inulias rtcspcctisig tht' f-omer sta:t
cended Io tht' huugb plain of '1ostarica, alniost tîhccotnrry. Thus, ton,theiiersns
surroundcd hy cxting«uishied volcanues, among tucthe enly wiîncsses of tue poNUerm
mwhich nt' sîut betwevcn tlle city of Cao- knowledge ofp-.st ages a nd natian,-,havcr!
vago and tht' shore of the Atlantic., risssI the diz.allv fahtlii te min iitt havung ecn(i
hei-lit of nicarly 12,000 Eîuglsh fcet. At the' ciîed the -attention of thre conqucrau-s; and
<rrnieitccinentof the' rainy seasn 1 descend- rcugiyphic, and statues nnd bas-relief-,, mi
cd-through, the wild forcesis of tht' river Zara- ccuvered thecir w-alls, and frein '%hich, unt
piqui te tht' northcrn harbour of S. Juan, and perfect staxe, inmportant information niight L
emnuharkedi for the Unsied States, toucluung in hccn ohîuined, are nov dijoncd, f-ilcen.r
mny passage- a! Jaunauca, St. Domingo, and I)roken, and nacre antiquarizzn rurnositie-
Cuba. hîavc no neans cf deterniinng thdue !

Highily gratified with titi result.s ar ius firsî uhose ancient works scattered ovcr tiucsujr*W
voyage, and aninaatcd by thte accounts of tht' of Yucatan, buît eynarc very nuncrous. T,
Anacnican travc1ler, Mr. Stephcn.-, rcspecting arc found sornetimes isolazed, snerc
theanticpuarian richtsof thes-outh=mprovince large nmasses, wvhicli, according te a.ppeara4lz
of Me-xico, I left the' Siatce In the mentit of a-re dtt remnins of grenx citics. Thtis tu-ae
Jtuly, iS«lO and entc-red thr. pmuinsula of Yuca- cnunîry, wiich extcild. frein thec nasi c'! -
tan at its c'aslcr shore', rcesolvcd tn cennect L.aguna do Tr In t te northu-ca.sît, ti
with my p1hysicH. and botanicai recarches an bits an alunosi uttinterrupicd ra-nge of inI
examntîon of ticsc ancicat moniument,- and towns, tii! 1: rmchesc- the sancuarx-f 14
The aclually indrpendent Statc cf I ucatan -siand cf Comtac.
bears the appearancecof apoaranui etcric cn- Trr different epochs. of art inuy i;c ahrt-
try, fair inferuor to the' lands on thc ?ulani g-.ished ini abese siructurcs; and thry liai
bord=r in general. Its crnut of elone nmari ie -dcubted traces of identity of ori.g;n wuiu tia

in nian> parts cf th' inltabted d-stiicts-, to a tma:in.scf Pahlinqt.Tis ecaiy
pceat extent, b-4rc and wid:ouîany alluvial s"tl. wtitlt the canr crk whidu arc enjis'
The' deepenungs and b=sns only, pecuharr to lab ots locks, put togdhîlcr %wîtliout
tbat kind o! fommabo;, whea- mould is accu- ment; and sucbi arc the' buildings-. at a hi
muliuîcd, arc fit for c2altuatien. Th-m arc-, near tlle Hacicndai Ai; ituicl ttvcilty-.
bowcvcxi on tht' Porth-castern ceas;i and mn tht' English inifes E.S.E. front Mecrida. At


