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THE THEISTIC COLIOLLARY 0F EVOLUTIO'N.

flY LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON.

'II gave my hieart to scckz andl searchi out by %wisdonm concerilg ail things
that arc donc under licaven:- this sore travail hiath Codl given to the sons of
mnen to bc exerciscd thierewith."-]iEcclesi.istes i. 13.

IT iiceds no grre-at attainmient in the intelligrent use of the
Scripturcs to recognize that whatever of divine wisdom is

.coiimnunicated to us tbroughi this book of the IIPreacher," is con-
vcyed by means of the experiences and speculations of a xnost
studious man. Whether the book be regyarded as the actual
writing of Solornon, or (as is niore likely) of sonme inuch. later
poet speaking in the character of Solonion, it delineates before
us a vain endeavor to solve the problem of the universe by wis-
dom, and the blasé' despair with vbichi the writei' gives up the
inquiry at last, acknowledges that it is too much for hixui, and
tbat f urtber study does no good, and setties down at last in the
conviction (wbich is the real lesson of the book) thiat hce nust
leave ail to the wisdoiu and justice of God. This IIconclusion
of the wbolc matter " is that wbicbi well rewards us for follow-
ingr inii througbi bis epicurean. experiments and conjectures, and
bis pessirnist despair. But, on bis way to tliis conclusion bie lets
fali nmany a nugget of wvorld1y wisdow, mn.-lny a shrewd, sorne-
tiines cynical, observation on men or society; in bis old-world
apliorisms w'e see the reflections of many a modern experience.
In undertaking to gret a theory that shall include ail phenomena,
he differs not at ail £rom our very latest philosophiers, and there
is solid and sober truth in biin wlien lie looks on tbe universe,
with its unsolved problemis, as God's invitation to our inquiries
-the task divinely set for the scboolingy of our reason. It is
the justification of pbilosopby, even in its inost futile labors.

These score of centuries of toilsomie speculations, in wvhich
eacbi school has acbieved so little, except to, refute the i'est,
bave, at least, not put scorn on thie divine invitation to human
inquiry. Tbey bave done tbeir task at the great problem,
even though the II<sore travail " of accountingr for the facts of
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