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PUBLIC OPINION OF AMENDED
SPELINC. i

It requires no very close ob ervation of
signs of times to be aware that reform r)f‘
orthografy is rapidly hecoming one of '
most impuortant of’ minor yuestions of the
day. Itis perfectly correct to asert that’
only a few years ago it scarcely excited
any particular interest outside a very
limited cirdd of scolars.  Sugestions of
change, of whatever nature, wer ravely
even referd to save as ilustrations of
harmles lunacy of crak-hraind theorists.
If they wer spokn of seriusly, it was near-
ly always for purpos of protesting against
the audacity and impicty of that fanaticism
which, for sake of ideal perfection in un-
important  details, wud be wiling 10
unset]l foundations of language, and im-
pair, if not entirely destroy, a sacred
legacy fiom the past, bound up forever,
whether for good or evil, with the litera-
ture of the race.

Ail this is now alterd,  Within five
years, the question has asumed an entirely
diferent caracter.  Demand for reform is
no lunyger confined to a few scaterd scolars
without influence and usualy without even
so much as notoricty. On the contrary,
it has extended in some cases to hole
clases.  Filologic societis apoint comitees
to examin and report what is best to be
done. Scool boards petition government
to establish a comision to investigate the
hole subject.  Nor is participation in the
controversy that has sprung up limited to
those alone who hav direct interest in!
cducational aspects of the question. Either
on one side or the other, men of leters of -
evry grade, and scolars in evry depart-
ment ar entering for a tiltin the orthografic
tournament now going on, All this to be
surcis strictly far more tru of England than
of this cuntry ; but, to a certn extent, it
is tru of this.

What has bro’t about this sudn change
it is not easy to determin. Doutles ther
has been for a long time wide dissatis-
faction with existing state of things, tho it !
has found litl audibl expresion. To this
dissatisfaction a powerful impuls has been
givn by study of our speech in its erlier
forms, a study which has made its most
rapid progres during the few years just |
past. The principal objections which pre-
Judice oposes to change hav their force
almost holly destroyd when facts of lan-
guage ar bro't directly home to atention. !
Shrines upon which™ ignorance conferd
sanctity, and to which stupidity bowd with '
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demolisht by brief editorials nor supe
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WHAT A LANGUAGE 1S, —A languag
is a number of conected sounds whi
convey a meaning.  These sounds, cari
to other persns, enable them to no ho
the speaker is feeling, and what he j
thinking. More than ninety per cen
of all language used is SPOKN language
that which is ritn forms an extremely
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guage is more and more felt ; and hen
all civilized nations hav, in cours of tim
sloly and with great dificulty made f
themselvs a sct of SIGNS by uid of whi
sounds ar, as it wer, indicated up
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ar a more or les artificial, more or
acurat, mode of representing language
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