
gain cd by bis corniingback bore. Re's best
awvay, if it wvaS only for youir salie.'

' I-suppose se,' answered Oliver at lat,
haif sullenly. ' It'a ne use talking, about
it. Let's do what there is te bo donc and
get off te bc ! '

Oliver bad cortainily good excuse for being
tired, for lie had done a bard day's Nvork
in bis vehlement, energetie fashien, before
the labours and excitements ef the school-
feast beg-an. But i'hen ho folind huiscit
alone at last, in his littie chamber in the
high-pitched roof, hoe scomcd in ne liurry
oither for bcd or sep. Ie sat with bis
elbows on lis table, and the litile bookas et
devotien, ail of Nwhf ch Mr. Wilrnet hiad ecuber
giveln or recemmended, spread eut beforo
hiin, dIogg(edly trying te rcad the appointed
portions. However tired ho mighit be,
hoe had nover allowed biniseif te miss
the rcading sinco tho day hoe was con-
firmed-that day when a new ideal et lite
hlad becu presented te hini, and lie had
seized upon and embraced it with a vivid
interest-an almesi foerce doligbt.

The littho boolis wvcre an edd selection. for
a lad et bis age and bringing up, but they
lad beon a help te Min in lcading, a more
consistent lite than many i'ould7have cx-
pected of hirn, and noue the less perhaps
because tbey sot Up a standard et saint-
liness that would scm te be utterly eut et
his reach.

IL was frern ne fault in them that tbeir
promepts coula net roach ]lis brain that
night. Betweu bis cyca and tho printed
page there floated another pair et eyes:
dark, like bis owNm but 'with linos and
,wrinli-es et caro around them; eyes that
seemcd te change their expression as they
looked fite bis.

Tender, malignant, wistful, threatening;
but always reproacliful, as if they said,
'What! you tee? Have you ne more
heart than the ret ?'

Ilecohlections, se vague that they were
lhke fragments of dreanis, hovered threugh
bis mind. Hie wvas Sitting on soeone's Iric,
bis own bands clasped in two great st .eng
ones, and these eyes ]aughing kindly iute
bis. lc was riding ou soreneee's shoulders,

stcadying hiînself with one hand grasping
a mass of dark tîbngled ourls, like his own.
Someono was calling him, in a voice that
came back to him now, after being for ycars
forgotten-' Daddly's boy.'

And gradually ail the visions took shape,
and drew inte one: the figure of the dark
silent stranger, standing thero below upon
the hearthstono, with bungry eyes llxcd
upon thiat pioture in his band.

Was it bis own hearthistonc, untouched
by his wandcring fect for feurteen wcary
ycars?2 Was iL the portrait of his own
dead wife, and the son whom he bad
fondlcd as a baby and since sccu no more ?

Oliver started, and pushcd the boolis
from him, se carelessly that soine of theni
fell on the floor and the candlestick tottered.
To have paccd the rooran ~ouId have been
a relief, but one does udt do that sort ef
thing Nvl:exî eue inhiabits a low-ceiled attie,
with only boards to separate il from the
room below. Lite in a littie bouse teaches
overyone a hind of self-control; ana Oliver
hept bis restlessness within bounds, thoughi
ho gave up ail pretence ef reading, and only
stared blankly through the smoke of the
candie at the whitewaslied w~all.

IL can't be!' hoe was saying te himself.
« Everyone said that lie weuld neyer coe
back. The dis-race was pretty w'ell for-
gotten ana donc with; hie would neyer
think et comin g back te rake it ail up new.
They only said that they hLnew him. But,
if iL was net my father, wlto was it? '

Hoe gathered up the books hastily and
put theni on ene side, without having read
a wvord; took up his Bible, and fluttered
orer the leaves impatiently.

eIf il ivas niy father !' bis thoughts went
on. ' Suppose it was-none ef us knew
him! Pcrlhaps-it was agood thin-that
noue of us knew him. Hie will go away,
and say ne more> and ne ene need ever
know that ho was here, te set themn talkingy
ef ail titat again. He'w soon wilhbcgo
awa.y, and whec will hoe slcep te-niglit?
My unele thinks se too-no good could
corne ef bis cexning back here, 'where 'we
are knew'u. But ho is eut yonder some-
where, homeloss and maybe peunilessa; and
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