
ROAD-TAX ON MI) LANDS.

Seconl', that we con3ider it change in tire
precrint R3ystelo ncre.,ary- Upuî on tlttr of
thcse topics ive stiall in conclusion offer a fcwn
remnarks.

FacîlîLlcs of' access and comnîication \ill
nlvays invite und eneourage nACW ,ettlers'
while maîcerially :tcldung- to flic coA.!brt and
prosperity of tilie nid .a nd in fli ho aue prupnîr-
lion as tlic ntiiiiler of ,e'tlers, <Incs tire 1)m er
of thc coinitlAu.lAtV Io îiniîtain aînd imAprove
these lines ort' oiAiiimnlvatAufl ncr:e ai-.
lietter fair j,, it fur the genuýr.l îîAtercýts of' tire

neîgliuuurîo luSay nol!îing ofthe Province,
to rave a ,ettler un a lut of' land, iluan lu havc
the ane lot vacaffl, ituugh1 Suîci)ct.e Io an
assessment larger thian tlAe rt-sidenl oîdh
to pay. TIhis amiour shotuld never he lo,--±t
of in tire considlcratioii ut' wvhat piirpoe->e tire
proceeds of any tax oAA unoccupicd lanzIe -1 hoil
bc apphîedl 10. WVe (Io not îne:în tu underrate
the valne of oilier oh: -t.s tu iidi the <urc
cxpcnditure is ilirectlod, %%lu hon ZLa-sert. tlAat,
tire iAAAJrovOAilOAA of' the rouiN i: îlîru to

theni ail inii ts powver of' coîiferrng henefit on
thre prescrit Selliers, anid utf affr<rtAn-, Aiiin

encoîiraaeincnt t0 new one-,, and turtlhCr,
that stnc'l iuprveinent As flic plruincAipal ~
of any greneral rA>e ini %-.l~itre of m ild lands.
If it be ohjected that ,tichl prupierty, whlilc in a
state of nature, yieîdis no returti Io ils uwncir,
and therefrer is flot a legiiAiate s:iihjcct of
taxation, tice atiswer As, thAîi il. owncr gliouIl
contribute to that uhject wvlich dircc'ly inrrca-
ses the selling price of lAAs estate, and vlich
ensîires himni a larger retîîrn <,n )ls uriginal
outlay than coîild ollierwi-'c have heen obtaAned,
and that hie lias no riglit to Aîsi.st ihat ti( l:nv
tihouîld grant huaii an eN\eiiilîtAon u hici tenîds ho
rctatd iînproveîinent, and tu criplile the itdustry

The resîîlt whiich appears to us dedicîlile
from aie fborcgoing consideratAons, is, tiuat

unoccupied, or ats they arc îîsîîally calcd, teild
lands, should be ratcd and riabssec for the --ole
purpose of opcnîing and repazring flic roils of
the township wîthin Ntlicl tire land rated lies.
To atain tliis, let tlîere be an annuaî rate and
assessment or one penny per acre on ail lands
flot retun led on tire assessor's roll, in lieu of the
tax atprcsentauthorized. Allowthepayinents
to bc mnade as noiv to the treastirer of any
district ia the Province. If pay ment is mnddc
,hithin a fixted turne, say a month aftcr it fl'als

tie, let thAnt be trnteid of; iii lime, if flot, let
Arai-rt- t lie r'agc.îaklng the '\vhote airect
lA1a rge tlioli t lie land i s iel I as on nny perso-
il îîerlieA-x t'uninul wpui il. Thlis muil afford a
-<iiritv to rai-S' mîoncy fter lieanouint of ta.xes

Ar air thi-, inav lbe ,ad onc if a time bc
lîînAîed \%lieui paymAeflt ofiihese arrears9 wùth
ititereo-t \Nill hie <iiiirced!,-tlint As:, !sî,;iposing
tire hlad t bc %Nort h cnotighI to prodîicc the
muini l'or n id(-i Al t.ý fiable, and tliere arre coin-
lxirat usely very ilew granicd lots in the
P>ro% Aîîce \ loci are hoo wiiy or too rocky,

tir t,,o poor in qiishity 10 bc m orth flinit arfloutit.
Oin iiiigrantcd, or lu tic fliAc teri aiopted by
i iO lattire, lots flot "9describcd as grant-

ed*', ttAorc %voIAd lue no ta\. If the rates
reimiiîi in arrear (sty) tll years, let awrit issue
to the slierîhl' to levy tbe aimauit irom any

îruîlproperty oui lie land. If to finîs lie
r-tuArns uohhAng, then let tire Treasurer of tire
thtrrtA1 incdîe tri a.ta'teînen. (to be verifieul by

hIiittand tire -Iieriff,) o,*ilie aniount dire and
C\IjbciACs iii'iirrcdl, ;AAd tliat no ulstrcss can bo
ioui, tu bct filed] %vith tire Clerk of tire Peace,
certAtoel colies of mvlicl rethirf should bo
transîiniîted Io tire Scretary anI Regîstrar of

the Pros irîce,ant tire Connissioncrot'Crovn
Lands. Let if bie declared by law thiat upon
ie enrolinent of fis rctiirn in the office of

tire Secretary and Reuistrar, at shahl operate uas a.
sîirrender, and vCst tle lands tlerein meniutoned
in ice Cross n ;-let sucb lands be therefore
!ioldl by tie Coninissioner of Crown Lands,
dedlariAg thiat ie proceculs shahi be applied,
first, to pay thre tre.asurer of the proper district
the ainounit of rates due, with mnterest and
expenses, and -econdlv, to invebt the surplus
cier un dcbento.-es of tire district wherein the
land., be, or in Provincial debentures, toi bc
dejiosîted in soîne safe pâblic custody,-for
instance, tire accointant general of the Court
of Chaicers;-for the use of the former owner
of tire mlan sold, wjth a pros'Aso, that if noe
peISOn entitlcui shail niake good bis claim
ws-îhin ten years irom the date of tire return to
the Secretarv of ie i>rovince, such debentures
shall ironi thenceforth hecoîne public property.

We will concîtude hy a shatement of leaffing
points n-hich sbould ho stemdily borne in inid
as tie basis of any legfislation on the subject.

To îîîcasc the mas for iinproving the
rouis, by an increiused Vax on unoccupied landsa.
To tax such lands for no other purpose. To


