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"The hearth, the hearth la desolate, d
The lire la quenched aud gon; Bi

ThatIt hp ldhods

mm. XÂ S. hi

At that moment the home hoe had loft, with
ail its considerate kinduese, rose before Norman; Pl
sud yet, snch was the native obstiuacy in his w~
character, that te go back te tbern destitute, or a
to lot ther n ow bis state, was worse than bun- as
ger or uakedness-worsa, ho even thought, than t
desth itself.t

The taunt about eating the bread of thesa t
people set hLm te work more diligently. He was
amazed at the distressslho constaut!y heard of
sud wrote about. Mns. Fitzwalter told himthat h
sha employed ber time, while she hadl means to c
bestow, lu relieving the sick poor, sud now bad
to state their casa te others ; and, though ho feit t
that baer mauners were affected, yet hoe was con-F
tent te do bier bidding, sud regretted that as sha
was s0 charitable, bis instinctive dishIke increased 8
daily.c

Meanwhile, thougli the furuiture sud arrange.
ment of the bouse were as miserableansd muddled
as ever, the food, psrticularly ut breakfast sud
supper, was abundant. Long after ha bad gone
to rest in bis garret, ho beard voices dowu stairs
caronsing. The Major lu particular seemed te
eujoy bimself ; sud the red nose sud watery
eyes were more couspienous than ever.t

It oertain!y did oscur te Norman that tbeyc
migbt resse bis clothes from pawn; but the
remembrance of the rebuf ho bad once reoeived
kept him day after day from asking tbern; sud
ho was fast becoming a mare writing-machine,
sud siuking into a deep melanchoiy. Ho uoticed
it was rare for Mrs. Fitzwaiter sud the Major te
leave the bouse tegether. She weut out during
the day, as she said, on bier benevolent errauds,
sud other business; ho made tbe evenings bis
lime of departure. Whst b. dld dnrlng the day
beaides amoke, Norman could nol discover. lu
s room unuder the youth's garrot ho louugedi
about, sending up the fumes of bis uuceasiug1
pipe. If the parlour bad becoma purified sincei
Mrs. Fitzwalter's resideuce, Norman did noti
kuow t; for« t was uudersteod that the attie
sud a room on the stairs was bis territory, sud
that Lu this disreputable costume ha was not to
ho seen in other parts of the bouse.

It bappened thal at dusk one eveniug, lira.
Fitzwalter not having returued, the Major saun-
tered ont, uaying, as hoe went Il"Your mistress
wou't ho long, Susan.» And, sure euough, soon
after, there came a loud knock at the door ; and
a voLce, nealy as ioud, made the bouse resouud
witb the words-

Is Widow Fitzwaiter's sick son te ho seau,
eh ?»

IlWhy,"y thouglit Norman, "lwbo La Widow
Fitzwalter's siak soun?"

It was a coarse voioe that asked for ciWidow
'Fitzwaiter'asisck son ;'P sud Norman, wbo could
Î.not belp hearing the wbole of the colloquy, think-

ing Susan spoke as if she felt figbteuad, stepped
ont, sud looking over the banisters, ho saw a

Sservant inu hvery depositaug s basket an the pas-
le sage, sud preparing Ln al baste, te beave, saying,
f ashle did so-
)O IlThis young Fitzwalter's desperate bad, aint

bi "gOh, disp'rte, replied Susan, catcbing at the
word.J

dea I "Aid you ai nt muaihbotter, I shonid tbiuk.
Wbat s littie bag o' boues 1 Thore, let me ont;"
sud the man was gone.

IlSusan,"p cried Norman from the Ianding-piace,
"pilcome haro."1

li The girl bnstied up-stairs, sud ho contined-
n IlWho is lire. Fitzwslter's sick son?»

The girl stared a moment, thon hogan opening
of aud shuttiug lber eyelids very fast, sud nodding
1 ber head with a cunning look.

tgWho is le,I1say?"
ci' LauJc, now I don't you know »

ilShe lias no sick son here-where is he?
lave you been tslling lies VI
The gil, with a gnin, said, ciI telle what they

ele me:- I just should catch it, else."1
"You eouldn't be told of any sick son."
"Couldn' I though 1 Why don't you twig ?

,u're the missus'5s ick son. 1What a sucking
iack you muet be not to a nosed that ont aforo.
lut don't aplit on me. Now, pray don!t, till I
ats another place. i've my hie ou vun-I only
iepe 1 may get it, Iî soon givo 'em the go-by."1
What it was that Susan!s eloquence fui!y im-

)ied, could not be alicited at that time, for there
'as the sound of a latch-key iu the street door,
mil Mrs. Fitzwalter st.epped into the passage just
s the girl, swiuging herseif from the stairs over
ffo banister into the littie back passage, seamad
ýo have corne from the kitchen.
IlWhat's thiâ 7" ssid Mrs. Fitzwalter, seeing

Lie basket
ciA gent in Ulry left it, lm, for your sicks"
She was stopped from finisbing her sentence

by a hand being laid on her mouth. The word
Stupid" burst from, Irs. Fitzwalter's lips.
Meanwhile Norman hadl ratreated to bis attic,

to pouder over what ha had heard. Had Mrs.
Fitzwalter corne to, hlm that evening, ho would
have fraukiy asked ber what it ail meant, but
sha did not do so. She conteutedl hersoîf with
calling out, at the foot of the stairs-"l Mr. Nor-
man, I'm s0 dreadftilly fatigued, sud so depressed
with ahl the accumulated misfortune I have this
lay witnessed, that I wish you would send me
lown the writing you have doue. Haero, Susan,
quick, fetcb the letters.

The girl rusbed up-stairs, took the letters, put-
ing her finger on her lip to, impose silence and

caution, sud wsu down again witbout a word.
The youth fait certain that 8me decepiou was
being practised in which ho was mixed up, sud
hoe resolv-ed that ho would not, if ho couid belp
Lt, bo the Passive instrument in it. Hias pirits
instantly rallied. Ho would himseîf go down
snd demand an explanation. Another flying
excursion of Suan's brougbt her, with a jug of
tes sud a plate of bread and butter, to his room.
He asked in an ndertone in which roorn ho
sbould fiud ber mistresa; but the girl wouid not
speak except by a dumb show of clasped hande,
imploring him not-to, betray her, which ho so far
understood, that ha looked at ber with 80, open
sud houest a look, that s far less acute pbysiog-
nomist than Susan would kuow that she was safo
in confidiug Lu hirn.

An bour aftorwards, having arrauged his par-
ticoloured rags as weil as he could, Norman went
softly down-stairs. The house was so stiil that
ho could hear Susan's wheezy breathing in the
kitchen. Ho listened, expecting to, bear also the
scratch of Mrs. Fitzwalter's peu makiug those
rongh drafts of lattera which ho hadl daily to
aopy, but ail was stil!. The door of the rooni
off the passage was not quite ciosed, sud as ho
drew near it ho could see the interior tbrough
the chiuk. Mrs. Fitzwalter was sittiug in a low
easy chair with ber back te hLm. The table was
loaded with good things-a coid chieken, the
romains of sorne boiled bam, jars of preserves,
sud plates of tes-cakes, ail in that condition
which pIain-speskiug bousewives expressiveiy
cal! Ilhiggledy piggledy ;" whila at the lady's
right hand was that big book, laid open, wbich,
Norman so well remeinbered carrying ou tho
uight of the fire.

"C ould she be intent on readiug ber Bible?
Had ho dared to, thiuk her some impostor, sud

1she real!y was a philanthropist? Wsu uot that
smallar book, near the other, ber Prayer-book 7»
-these were the momeutary miagivings Of bis
mind, as ho stepped ligbtly toto the room, weut

1haîf round the table, and pregSel d imseif to, the
'absorbed reader. No, ahe waa not uow resding.
She had fallen asleep over the open page sud the

,plate of good thinge that flanked it. Her long,
yellow face, wedge.haSPed forehead, sud thin

.lips, slightly Lwrliooked repulsive, as the
slackened muscles gave their rosi expression of

,craft sud subtietY.
tNormanl was 00 etruck with the anomaiy be-

1tween the face sud the occupation lu whic h o
had. been engsged, that ho could not forbear

overthe îa~.~ejWaa no other,


