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wrong, on many grounds, which it is not neces. | nicaof all these badies in rezand to the great lmlhnl Is not the ground on which all these bedies are
sary 1o enter upon here.  But I repeat, that the , respecting the independence of the Churchy, and | already united on points of vital interest to religion
error of out friends in Cannda is not the error of | the ot subjection of nations to the Mediator. | aud civil society, sufliciently broad to give ene

supposing that the Establizhment of Scotland, as

sgainst the Free Church, isona nf;ht basis ; the.,
(]

etrur is the error of suppozing that they are not du.
ing any harm, when, to avoid u serious inconve.
nieuce, they retain in naime their connection with
it. I obeerve that the depuiation very prominently
put it forth in Canada, that the dillerence between
us and them was extromely slight,—=thint there
was the Papish Chutch, and the Episcopal Chnreh,
aod the .K-lhodinl Clingeh, all holding the heale
ship of Christ, but huving dilferent ways of
applying it, and that we inust be cluntable,

ut let it be borne in mind, that those who now
rewain in the Church had it iu their power, had
they all united, to gain the acceptance of our
P’ill:lﬁug and so they stand comjcted before
Canada and Seotland of having torn asunder the
Church for a very tritling matter.  (Henr, hear,)
1 find also an allusion in the Report of the depu.
tation 10 the activity of our fricuds in Montrend in
citculating information on the principles of the
Free Church ; and § am glad to get mich unhiasied
testimony in favour of out iviends, 1t is said that
they have distributed tracts like snow tlakes «ll
over the country. Asthe friends of the Establishe
ment have taken one leuf out of our buok, I would
suggest the wisdom of their taking another; and
that as our friends in Canada have been circulating
00 freely the Protest of the Free Church, 1 would
suggest to our friends of the Estalfishinent the
propriety of their dumhulinﬂ.like snow flakes,
the saswer to the Protest.  (Loud cries of ** Hear,
hear,” and laughter.) [ think it would have a
decidedly good etfect. I may just mention, as u
matter of fact, that 1 was ministering at Montreal
when the deputation from the Establishmzut were
there, and where they held a meeting for expound-
iog the principles of their Church., It was not
possible for me to attend that meeting, as [ had
occasion to Jeave the city for Kingstons hat § re.

uested Mr. Bayne, of Galt, along with an elder
?mm the congregation, to attend it, and decide
whether there was such an impression nade, or
such interest excited, csatall to jusufy us in suin-
moning & meeting of the inhubitants in order to
counteract it. When 1 returned to Montreal, 1
found that there was no occasion fur helding a
meeting. (Laughter.) [ conless that 1 reqretted
this, for I would rather have liked a brush with
them—(renewed laughter)~hut such was the de-
cision of our fiiends, and no meeting was therefore
held. Mr. Acnot concluded by detuiting a nuurher
of facts, shawing the great religious destitution
which existed in Canada,
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The following letter will be read with interest,
as opeming up sull tarther the state of feeling in
Scotland on this important question 2

To the Editer of the Witncss.
.. Novexsen 1, 1385,

Dean Six,—1 read with much pleasure a letter
in your paper of Wednesday last, subscribed by
o A Minister of the United Secession Church.”

T think the mast of people ate now beginuing to
see that the Voluutary controversy was by no

It may be of wse to place in juxtaposition a few |
extracts from the authonntive dociments of the |

respeetive bidice, ‘o give completeness to the
view, 1 shall ineert tae propoxitivas which your
costospo uleng lia<quoted,

W1, Rebion, ehettactedly viewed, is essentinl
to e wellolising of society, and to the eliciont
exerei~e of eval woveranient 3 and i3 therefore the |
cangegn ol leaislutors and eivil rulere, us well us of
others in therr «everal siturtions,

s, “Ple Clhirstian geligion, s might be expece
ted trow its Davine orizting and intemled universale
sty, is the hest caleulated for promoting the ine
terests of cav.d society, and therefore desorves the
vountenanee of the civil powers,  Where it is ine
troduced, it ought to have the controul which
belongs ta it over the formation of laws, the al-
winistration of justice, the swearing of oaths, sud
ather matters ol civil juris liction,

3. But the conntennnce 1o be given toit must
not he inconsistent with 1ts own spirit and ennct.
mente, It must nut be intraduced or propraated
with force, 1t disclaiims and prolubitsall persecue
tion "="Testimuny of the United Neeessinn Chuyek,

1, Natural relizion, an acknowledgment of
which lies at the foumdation of all contidence and
duty in human socicty, must fortn an important
obyjeet of care and attention to nwtions and their
ralers.  They ate bound 10 acknowledge the su.
premacy of God, and to take such m~asuresasare
competent to them that He be publicly honoured
amang them, .

2 ftis the duty of natioas and their rulers,
who are fuvoured with sevealed religion, to recog.
nize and give public countenance to the profession
of it, aud, iy their laws and administration, to
provade, inevery way competent to them and con-
sistent with ifs nature and peculiar laws, and the
just riglts und liberties of ratiounl agents, that
it8 sulutary influcace huve free course, and be dif-
fuscd through allorders and departments of socicty.

“3, To promote Christianity by forcible me-
thols, i3 & violation of its xnature, 1t can be pro.
ductive of no good cff:cte, eitherin a spiritual or
political view ; notin a spiritual view, for .fqrce
catinot reach the inward man : not in a politicat
view, for it 1s not the more exterior form of reli-
gion, hut the fold which it takes upon the heart,
which chiefly steengtiiens, and really improves,
civil saciety and government.  Penal laws against
any teligious pasty can only be vindizated on the
principle that thete issomethingin the sentuuents,
spirit, and conduct of that party, linatile to the
general intereats of socicty, or threatening the
lawful institations of a particular kingdom."’——
Testimony of the Original Scceders.

« 1, Natious are placed in a state of moral sub.
jection to tie Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of the
kings of the earth, and they are under obligation to
acknowl=dge His medimtorial authority, and sub-
it to_His sceptre; framing their lawa, appoint.
ing their rulers, and regulating their obedience in
agt:eableness to the moral principlesof the gospel
and in sabserviency 10 the intetests of the King-
dom of Christ. ’

<9 ‘Phe Christian civil ruler cannot lawfully
be vested with a power in and over the Church, as

means well manazed, “and that the Vol

frequently oppusing one thing, and the friends
of the Establishment principle were defending
smother ; and I believe that both parties are very
much at one on the great truths invalved in the
dispute. Your correspondent, however, need not,
I think, have been so surprised at the definition
which Ur, D'Aubigne had received of Scottixh
Voluntaryism ; for he must be aware that the ar-
guments and mode of defence adopted by tlic ad-
vocates of this system, were frequently sach as
led hy a direct and very short process to this con-
elusion.  But I am glad to find that the conclu<ion
is repudiated ; and, this being thie 2ase, tic argu-
ments will saon be forgotten.  If the ministers of
the United Secession really adliere to the princie
ples contained in the propositions quoted by your
cogrespondent from their Testimany, then the
United Seccssion, and the Originul Sceorders, and
the Fres Church, and 1 think § iney adJ also, the.
Refermed Preshytcrian Syned, may, as far as Vo-
leataryiom is concernod, be united and incorpo-
rated to-merrow.

There is & wonderiul harmony in the Testimo-

CS | she

he p an intrinsic and independent power
from the Lotd Jesus, and is not placed ia subjec-
tion to any other. He (the civil magisttrate) may
not by hisauthori'y intetfere with the proceedings

tic peace.  He may not prescrihie to the Church a
confession of faith, or forms of worship ; he may
not enforce the prafessivn ot veligion by the sword,
wor assutne any manacs of power or aathority iu
the Church of Chnst,”"—=Testimony of the Re-
Sormed Preshyterian Churck,

%Oy the one liand, onr principles respecting
the duty of nations and their rulers as bound, in
their natusal and official chiaracter, to own Christ,
and to i at the advaacentent of his cause, are
well and thorouhly known ;. nor ie thers any reas
son 10 apprehend & change of sentiment oa this
subject.  But, on the other hund, we cannot ap-
prove of existing Fstablishments, in which the
countenance of the atate ia purchased by the seb-
servieney of the Church.”—Pastoral Address

of Scet-

of the Church, when these do not injure the pub- d

conragetient to hope that shinor points, on which
they may be supposed to differ, might be explained
to the cammon satisfuction of all?  The end of
all war, itis saud, 1s peace,  ‘The Voluntary cone

1 troveray thougly, aa § think, not always well cone

ductad, har, i the providence of God, been overe
ruled for mach good, and ought not the combatants
now to wiite and jointly oppose the great sdversas
ties bl of geligion aud of civil wociety 1=l am,
my dear Sir, yours very sincerely,

A Mixsstin or T Onicinat, Srcrssion Cuvnest.

DISRUPTION OF TUFE SWISS NATIONAL
CHURCH,

A disruption hiss taken place in the Swise Nae
tional Church in the Canton de¢ Vaud, which pro-
mises to be scarcely inferior 1n ite extent and ree
rults to the memorable disruption in our owa
countey in 1843,  Qur readers are already appti
of the Erstian contrul which the Vaudois Geve
ernment has exercised for some time paet over the
clergy of the Nutionsl Chureli.  On the 3rd inst.
a sceutence of suspension was paseed by tlie State
suthurities against upwarde of forty miaisters,
the clitet grounds of complaint againet whom are,
first, reflusing to read State proclamations (rom the
pulpit ; and, secondly, certain of their number
assising At the service of the Onterie at Law.
sanne. ‘The Council of State justity their pro-
ceedings by the law of 1839. They maintain, ac
cording to that law,— .

s 1. The right of the Council of State to en-
join the reading of its proclamations from the pul-
pity~—=a right which has its origia in the Uniea of
Chur:h and State, and which flows from it ; the
National Reformed Church being guaranteed by
the constitution, protected an ! patd by the State,
goverued by its Jaws, and consequently subordisate
to the Sute.

492, The Council of State has the right of ec.
cupying the pulpit by its agents, for the purpese
of teading its proclamatious, failing the paster or
other authorized person,—a right inhereatly be
longing toit.

43, Ministers in the National Church hold their
status only in consequence of the consecration they
have olitained being in comformity to laws made
by the State.

4 4. Pastors cannot aseist at e¢ discharge duties
not recognized by law, or conformable therete.

435, Feclesiastical law furbids o the
National Church aseisting at religions mestings,
unlens these are held at canonical hours, ia
authorized places of worship.

4 The prohibition last mentioned, however, io
not meant to extend to meetingsin connexion with
the pastoral visitations of the metmbers of congre-
gations.*?

The seatence of suspension brought matters te
acrisis. Al cyes were turned to the clergy,

doubts being entertained whether they would sue-
cumb to the sentence passed upoa them ot vosi
their charges. A letter from Dr. D'Aubigue, of
the 13th instant, brings the gratifying in

that Oxg Huxpmeo and Firry ':lm have given
in their demission, and that ¢ momty of the
others will follow without doubt.” aumber
of ministers, we ia the Natiomal

e
shall embrace French Switzeriaad and
the noble idea which has takea
compeehensive mind of D*Aubigee in these excit-
ing circumstances. May it be reslined ! is our
fervent prayer; and certain we are
heartlelt desire will find a home in
Slcoll!lh b:‘nou?.. s this iau'l.lim ‘.ud
the wings press over the leagth and beeadth
of the lnad.— Witness.

Reo. Dr. Nalan to the Editor of the Witness.
Marancz, 30 Nov., 1645,

Dzar S, —I s have hoand
and spoken of the :é'?.'::..':-.m wcdn

of | ds Vaud in Switserland ; but mest likely o few
»

ths Gengral Asscmbly of the Fris Churrh particulare more will be you.
land, mot at EJinburgh in the year 1843, (o the] Fors long time the civil government of thet
peaple under their charge. Caaton hed proved to be uafaveurshle 1 the even




