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CoNVIc 'TIONS.-AS to any persorndl con-
victions, wve remaric, that whilst not
called en to niake any predictions con-
cerning the issue of our sickness, stili
what convictionb we had ail pointed to
this sickness as needed preparation for
additional Nvork in helping mankind.

W\e have received letters froin some
who indiiriduaIIy inquired of God con-
cerning the matter wlien our illness wa
at its hieighlt, and their uniform testi-
mony wvas that they were assured that
the sickness wvas not unto death. Indeed,
s0 strong wvas this conviction to us that
it was a matter of surprise whien, af ter-
ward, we learned how doubtful ont mcd-
icai attendant wvas, at one time, of the
issue.

WMAT ABOUT THE P.AiN.-From this
we shirank with ail our ight. It was
at no tume agrecable. We submnitted t,-o
it as yielding to Gocl's wvill, and as filling
Up> according to Divine appointment,
that which wvas our measure of "lthat
which is behind of the sufferings of
O-hrist for IRis body's sake, which is the
Ohurchi." Life seems to us ever since to
have ciothed itseif with a more sombre
garment. For we have no revelation
promising us irnmunity fron suffering in
future days or years. Hence there is at
tumes an instinctive sbrinking from life
itself because of future possible suffer-
ing. And this*, in spite of our undoubted
faith in the fact that no good thing xvii
be withheld front us in ail coming time
or eternity.

We can recali a tume in our Christian
experience when we would hesitate, to
write the above, from a superstitions
fear that to admit such a shrinkingio
would tend to bringr the pain upon us.
Just as many a person xviii speak xvith
bated breath, if at ail, of certain forms
of sickness or death, lest their so doing,
niight possibly bring ihe calamity upon
them. But aIl such lingtering traces of
superstitions fears are eliminated froni
our being when we get to know God as
a friend, «<who sticketh closer than a
brother." Hence we can write freeiy
concerning such shrinkings, and yet
know that neither they nor any thing
else shall separate between us and God.
Stili are we confident that we xviii walk

wvith Hum and drink the cup which Hie
presents.

WOxVo.-F ri time to time we were
called to do imiportanb work for the
Master, cither in conversation wvith in-
dividuals or by letter. The history of
these incidents, however, we wvill not
here narrate. llaving no doubts con-
cerning self or its surroundings to har-
rasà us or demand even passing atten-
tion, %veo were consequently able to utilize
Nvlhat strengyth wve hatd withont reserve
to the advantagre of others. ilence 've
do flot look upon our sickness as a kind
of blankz in our life work; through it al
we regarded ourselves as an active'ser-
vant of the Master, " doing His wvi11 on
earth as it is doiîe in Heaven." Even
now, as wve restime our peu, whether
temporarily or permanentiy, we Leed that
there bas been no gap to bridge over.
We simply go on with God's wvork in

Gds wvay, as we have done during the
months, past. Whilst keenly relishing
our resumed writing for the Exi'O.sTORt,
we would feel no pangr of sorrow if many
inonths more would pass ere continuing
this kind of wvork for the Master.

OANNOT SEE THitouGHi.-There are
many things we cannot see through, but
none thaù %ve cannot look above. It is
said that John Wesley wvas 6--ce walk-
iIIg with a brother who related to him
ýiis troubles, saying hie did not know
what hie should do. They were at that
moment pa.ssing a, stone fence to a
rneadow over which a cow wvas looking.
"Do you know,» asked Wesley, "why
the cow looks over the wall ?" "No,"~
replied the one in trouble. IlI will tell
you," said Wesley: l'Because she cannot
look through it: and that is wvhat you
imust do wvith your troubles-look above-
them."-Sel.

NOT QUITE WAn.,,t ENouGoux-We can
ceonceive of an incubator being just \varm
enough to spoil eggs, but neyer hot
enough to hatch chiekens. Lt is j ust s0
with. many churches. They carry their
work j ust f ar enough to £ail in accom-
plishing the one great work for which
the Church wvas organized-the salvation.
of men.-Ram's Ibm.
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