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Floiv ofton is the living %vater
takeu in Scri1uture as an illustration
ef the %vord of God! Once for a]],
it was givon te man by Ged ; (ed's
heart and iiiimd iniiaculouisly inf.used
into rnan's; the invisible taking
v'isible foi-ni, as the inlvisib)le vapour
in the evening is condeîised into the
drops of îres cold dew ; then enter-
ing, un its wvontdrous work ail through

th ,fs Ta i siingle chiapter,
1>alv. Written soine two thous.,',d

six hundied years ago, hiow rnîany
theusands of tirnes do yon suppose
those sublime wvordi of the 1irst verse
have been read ho the coinfort and
jey of siniful hearis? How rnany
thiousa,,nds of thiisty seuls have
lceule to the wvatelrs," " without

nioiiey and wit.hout price," and have
"stooped down te drink and live?1"

And neyer, te tliose wlio thirsted
indeed, lias tliis proved a sta-nant
pool. It lias been living water, a
porenuial souirce of life. F~or God
bias, as it; were, cauglit tip the old
wor*d, te heaven), aud bas vitaiised
thein anew w'ith a U)ivine eiectricity
without wl'icli even ie 'vater itseif
has no lif'e in it. tu;e old revelation,
in Ged's Word is cver new. God
touches it again wvitl- powver Divine,
and sends it forth as liesli and lite-

, 'iiS as o the daY 011 which it was
first spekzen, and it accomnpliies its
purpose, and returfis once more te
its Giver God is ever present wvith
11is W crd Hle lias flot left it on
earth a dcad book ; the Spirit Wh'o
inispired is in it and with it still.

And so wve cornu to ask furtlier
fer what, p>ui*ise i., this Word of
God, thiq water of lifé, sent?1

The chapter ain.-wer-. the question
in the first and teutb verses

I.It is g-iven tu us direCtly. to
sahtisfy' our spiit ual thirst. Il Ho,
every one that, thirs.tcîb, corne ye to
the wýaters, aud lie that bath no

nioney ; corne ye, buy, and cat; yea,
corne, buy wine and rniik witlout;
inioney and without price."1

liere, incidentally, the freedeni
and variety of the Word of God are
alike indicated Itsfireeroni, "with-
eut money and wvitlieut price."' Its
variely: in this very verse it is
likened, net ruly te beth ineat and
drink-, but to variens kzinds of drink ;
net water enly, but aise wine and
milk, the typical refreshing, and
strengliening drink of both adults
and ebjîdren It is divine food for
ail hunian want.

2. The ramn fror heaven, besides
diiectiy giving drink te tho thirsty
(ver. 1), indirectly (ver. 10) gives
"seed te the so'ver, and bread te the

eater." The eider ef nature is bore
fellowed : first Sewing, thn C>pig
first preaching the Word, then
ieceivilg it But cousider these in
inverted order, and see hoew al
der'iuds -on Lhe living water.

(a) Bread Io the eaier.-It is
reniarkable howv large a part wvrter
bears in the foî niatien ef ail ergazn-
ised and living things usued1 fQr fiozd.
The grape or pear yeu eat is made
up aliuest entirely of water. Bread
itseif is nearly ene haif wvater. Thi
propliet 'vas probably ne chiemist te
know these facts; but the inspiring
Spirit used ne Iieediesza er inappro-
priate illustration wvlen Hle spohe of
the rain frein hîcaven giving sed te
the sewer and bread te the eaLer. it
noL enly causes the food te grew,
but forrns eue ef its chief conistituents.

The fruit yon eat ou a suminer
daiy is in large iineasure cemposed 'of
wvhat, a few wveeks before, ferined
part of a broad Atlantic relier,
wheuce the sun caught it up into
the cloud, aud the %vind wafted it te
the land, and iL fell iu showvers in
the garden, or tiie field, aud uiow iý
dsored in the peacli or grape or cern.
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