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in the course of this era, the Subcarboni fcrous limnestone ;vas foi-rn-
ing from immiense Crinoidal plantations in the seas.*ý

Another extermnination took plalce of ail the beautifuil tif0 of the
waters, and a congloinerate or sandstoine ivas spread over the en-
crinital bcd : and this introduced the truc coal pcriod of the Car-
boniferous Age ;-f'or it endcd iii leaving, the continent, which, had
been lu longY-contiucd oscillations, luite ernerged. Over the re-
go-ons whec uiccîuîitçs wure blouîiîîiig, stretcli out vabt %%ut prai-
ries or inirshes of the luxuriant coal v'egetation. The old systrni
of oscillations of thie surfatce stiti continues, axîd mianv timies the
continent sinks to risc <agaiin,-ini the siîîking, extinguishiiug- ail

c~nincta lieand exposiing the surface te new deposidons of

sandstone, cinys, or Iimnestone, over the accuinulated vegetable re-
miains; in lhe risc, dcpopulatiag the seas by dryîng thcm up, and
preparingI the soit for verdure again; or at timies, convulsive
movenieuts of the crust carrying the seas e"er the land, leaving
destruction behind. And thius, by rcpeated alternations, the ceai
period pase, sonie six thousand feet of' rock and coal-beds being
formed in P1>cunsy1xania, and fourteenl t1îoubaud fect in Nova
Scotia.

I have passed ou in rapid rcvicw, la order to draw attention to
the series or succession of changes, instcad of details.t So brief
an outliiue inay lead a iiiid not fainiliar witli the subjeet to io-
gard the ela1)sed tiimne as short ; wbereas te eue %v1me follows eut
the varieus alternations and the whole order ofoevents, the idea of
tirnze irmnmcusurable bcuimc.-, ali most oppressive.

This Subcarboniferous Iinestone is sparingly reprcsented in Pennsyl-
vania, ainoeug the saurlstones and slhales; but aeeording te Pr-of. W. 1B. Rogers
it increasieý te the southward, and in Vit-ginia acquit-es a thick- cs of 1;i0o
to 2000 fefet.

SThe naines givon te the subdivisions of the Paloezoic rocks ar-e the
,Rame tliat have been laid dowu by the Ycw York Geologists, whiose as:sidu-
eus aud stucecs;sfu! labors in a territory of s0 great geological iînpom-tincc,
entitie thenii tu proîmounce uipun the nomenclature of Amnierinu 1Rucký,. I
liave varied freux the orditiary use of the terrns only iii applying theni te this
perieds and cpehs Nvlmeîî the rocksw~ere formed, se as to recoguYize tiicreby
the histor-ical bearing ef geological facts. The Pcieds and Epochis thuls
made eut ai-c as fol'tows-excludliug iiiner subdivisions wvhiehi maynik
Sub-epochis, and not atteinpting te give the par-allhd stubdivis.iolis for the
West. On timis subjeet, the volumes aind pape-s by Pr-of. Hall espccially
should bo cousulted.
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