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“goftness ? So far from gaining anything, we ha
become a degenerate race unfamiliar with the spirit .
resistauco and sacrifice, and easily vanquishod when t} .
day- of battle arrives. ”

The early Christians were of a different stamp. Kv{-
young virgins and weak children resistel the world )
sedactions, braved the cruelty of tyrants, lived al
died as heroes ! They wers whole-hearted Christiaé;

Why do we but ravely see Christians like those }-
our own days ? What'is there that existed then t}}

Ry

does not exist now ? Is there less strength infused
us by baptism now than then? Hasthe Chuveh ceas(:
to lond us efficacous aid in our strugeles ? And ars th.-
dangers aroand us less real than thyse of former tim 2
different though their naturebe? We know not whea
the hour of strifs may come nor in how many aiy!
various ways our faith may be assailed. It behoves {
then to be constantly furnished with offeusive afs
defensive weapons. :
These wsapons ¢an be found oaly in the armory ¥
penance and self-denial ; they must be tempered in th:
fire of sacrifice, and it is by the virtue of the Crd%
alone that we caa wield them victoriously. Let us nfs
be afraid and tremble at these words, but let us remey
ber that penance and self-deuial, like all that emanati
from Calvary, hides ineffub'e sweetness beneathjs
hard or rough exterior. >
And is not pevance necesea-y ? Which is withont gi:
among us ? Which of us is not a debtor to divi
Justice in a greater or lesser degree ? Now, by patient
bearing soms physical pain, some mental trouble, sor :
contradiction, some anxiety of mind, some of tho::
thousand and one little trials with which life abound®
is it l;ot eagy to pay our debt towards God, at least ;%*
art i
Why should we be so insensate as to neglect thes:
precious opportunities of expiating our many offencés
and instead of bravely acsepting and offering them
a Christian should, why should we behave as Pagans




