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softness ? So far from gaining anything, we ha
become a degenerate race unfamiliar with the spirit
resistauce and sacrifice, and easily vanquishod when ti
day- of battle arrives.

The early Christians weraofa different stamp. Ev[
young virgins and wevak children resistel the worl
deductions, braved the cruelty of tyrants, lived
died as heroes ! They were whole-hearted ChristiaÈ

Why do we but rarely see Christians like these I
our own days ? What is thore that existed then t
does not exist now ? Is there less strength infased
us by baptism now than thon ? lias the Church coast
to lend us efficacous aid in our struggl-s ? And ara tt
dangers aroand us less real thau th -se of f3rmer timýdifferent though their nature be ? We know not whêj
the hour of strife may come nor in how many ai!
various ways our faith may b assailed. It behoves þ
then to be constantly furnished with offensive a6i
defensive weapons. t

These waapons eau be f£und only in the armory
penance and self-denial; they must be tempered in th
fire of sacrifice, and it is by the virtue of the Cro;
alone that we cau wield them victoriously. Lot us uie
be afraid and tremble at these words, but lot us reme4
ber that penance and self-denial, like all that emana
from Calvary, hides ineffab'e sweetness boneathis
hard or rough exterior.

And is not penance nece,,a-y ? Which is withoutsùn
among us ? Which of us is not a debtor to divik,
justice in a greater or lesser degree ? Now, by patient
bearing soma physical Pain, some mental trouble, so&
contradiction, some anxiety of mind, some of tho'-
thousand and one little triats with which life abound',
,is it not easy to pay our debt towards God, at least îî
part ?

Why should we be so insensate as to neglect the>
precious opportunities of expiating our many offence
and instead of bravely aeaepting and offoring them i
a Christian should, why should we behave as Pagan


