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How a Toad Undresses.

There are many ammals which only undress once a year,
and that is to put on a new suit ; among these is the toad
An eyo witness to the process thus describes a coad taking
off his clothes :

About the middle of July, I found a toad on a hill of
melons, and, not wanting lum to leave, hoed around him.
He appeared sluggish and not 1inclined to move. Presently
I observed him pressing his clbows agaiust his sides,
rubbing downward. He appearcd so sngular that 1
watched to sce what he was upto. After a few smart
rabs, ins skin began to burst open straight alung lus Lack,
Now, saud 1, old fellow, you have dene it ; but he ap-

to be unconcerned, and kept on rubbing until he
iad worked down all his skin into folds on s sudes and
hips ; then, grasping one hind leg with his bande, he
hauled off one leg of his pants the same as anybody
would, then stnipped the other leg in the same way He
then took his cast-off cuticle forward, between his fore
legs into hus mouth, and swallowed 1t; then, by raising
and lowering his head, swallowing as his head came down,
he stripped off the akin underncath until it came to hia
forelegs, and then ping one of these with the o{)%osite
hand, by considerable palling stripped off the skin, Chang
ing hands, he stripped the other, and by a slight motion of
the head, he drew it from the throat and swallowed the
whole, The operation seemod to be an agreeable one,
ard occupred but a shost time.

RANCID BUTTER, pork, and lard casks may be purified by
burning straw or shavings in them,

I8 TARING UP BELTS, the time used in carefully cutting
the belt square is always time saved.

In Paris the right to gather the fallen leaves on the
gublnc streets and avenues has been s0ld to the highest
idder for a considerable sum.

A WESTERN EDITOR, in speaking of a recent political vie-
tory, says that even the sheep celebrated the glorious ovent
with an unusual display of Lunting,

Bewts AND PuLLEYS.—Adding to the width of a belt and
of the faces of the pulleys increases immensely the power
of conveying force. A wide belt 1s always better Jmn a
narrow one strained to its utmnost capacity.

GAs Frox Woopn.—In Michigan, 1t1s id, gas of 16
candle illuminating power is Leing obtained in the manu
facture of charcual, one curd of wood making 3500 cubic
i_eet of good gas, at 2 cost of only 18 cents per thousand

cet.

Horraxnp 1n1as 12,000 windnulls 1z operation, each doing
asix or ten-horse power service through the twenty four
hours. They are kept up at an aunuaf cust of 31,000,000
and perform all the service required of steams engines at
oue-twentieth the cost.

Woaopcnuck TaNNING. —The best way to tan woodchuck
sking with the hair on is to sprinkle salt and aluin on the
hides, roll them up and let themlie until the saltis melted
To tan withont tge hair on, put the bide into a bncket of
ashes and water, let it lie until the hair comes off freely,
then take the bair off, then put it (the skin)into soft soap,
let it lie there until the lye cata the fleeh off, then take it
out and rub it dry over a smoke,

Tre Bricur Srots of a man s life are few cunvagh with
out blotting any out ; and mnce for a moment of mirth we
have an hour of sadness, it were a sorry policy tu diminish
the few rays that illumine our check existence. Life
13 an Aprl day—eunshine and showers. The heart, like
the earth, would cease to yield good fruit were it.not
watered by the tears of sensibility, and the fruit would be
worthless but for the sunshine of smilea.

Tur. AT%0SPRERE OF VEXUS.—The atmosphere of the
planet Venus was distinctly visible daring the recent tran.
sit, and was scen by the astronomical party atationed near
Thebes, in E%ypt, as a pale white circle around a part of
the planet's edge, totally different from the brilliant sun
light. *The general remark,” eays one of the observers,
‘‘was that it reminded ns of moonlight.” It is the opinion
of many astronomers that the atmosphere surrounding
Venus is much decper than the atmosphere of the carth,

DRYERS FOR PAINT.—A correspondent of the English
Mechunic says :—** As an old, experienced hand, there ix
n0 better 1 can give you than these few hints. Al dryers
have a tendency to destroy the virtae of lend  If dryers
must be resorted to, litharge and white copperas are the

Dryers often sold as patent dryers are no other than
lime and white copperas. 'I‘I::'cbinthac and other dryers, at
u?!d,lar,e often injuricus. It is well to let colors dry
slowly.”

Tue Stx ForLiks or Science.—The eix follies of science
are said to le the following :—The quadrature of the
circle ; the establishinent of perpetual mnotion ; the phile-
sopher's stone ; the transmutation of metals; divinntion,
or the discovery of secrets by magic ; and lastly, judicial
astrology. It 1s unwise to say thatanything is impoasible,
until the impossibility is deinonstrated. It is not at all
improbable that the present centary may see that one of
:.S‘ht_zse so-called follice is a reality.—Journal of Ap, lied

cience

PorttaNp Cruesm—Tortland cement, says Mr. 11
Faija, of London, consists of carbonate of lime mixed with
siltea, iron and aluming, and is ade by mixing chalk with
mud obtained from the banks of the Thames and Medway,
in the proportion of about four of chalk to one of mud; in
some cases gault clay 1s used mstead of mud. The mate-
nials are mixed in wash mills, and the result, called slurry,
is run into large reservoirs or backs and allowed to settle,
1t is then dried and calcined at a high temperature, and
afterwards ground befween millstones to the requisite tine-
ness.

FexaLe Rionts.—Oaly the female spiders spin webs
They own all the real estate, and the 1pales have to live
a vagabond ife under stones and in other obscure hiding
places. If they come about the house 80 often as to bore
the mling sex, they are mercilesaly killed and eaten. The
spuler’s .kin 13 as unyielding as the zhells of lobsters and
crabs, and is shed from time to time in the same way, to
accommodate the animal's growth, 1f you poke over the
rubbish 1n a female spider’s back yard, among her cast-off
corsets you will find the jackets of the males who have paid
for their socaality with their lives—trophies of her bar-
bansio as truly as scalps show the savage nature of the red
man,

Esqurmay®  [xTiop or TANNING.—The Esquimaux's
mode of tar __g 18 very sumple, and the material employed
the cheapest and most accessible of any usod in the art,
viz, the unne of man and beast. The skins are prepared
m the fur, and softened and tanned in urine, which is
usually kept in tubs in the porclies of their hute, for usein
dressing deer, scal and otherskins. They show great skill
in the preparation of whale, scal and deerskins, and these,
oo the whole, are equal to_the best oilskins made in Eng-
land. It imparts to them firmness, durability, and makes
them waterproof. The boots worn by the Esquimaux are
generally made from scal or walrus hidey, and resist the
encroachments of water.

UTILIZATION OF SAWDUST. —Somne exquisite specimens of
work, vicing with the finest carvings, have been turned
out by the cabinet-makers of the Faubourg St. Antoine,
Pams. It appedrs that Ly the simultancous application of
great pressure and heat, these mngenions worthmen have
succeeded in _causing the particles of sawdust to agglutin-
ate, so that, if copressed in a monld, the result is a solid
mass, of any ddsired shape, presenting a brillinnt surface,
aud endowed with a durability and beauty of appearance
not fouad in ebony, rosewood or mahogany. Thig product
is known a3 boisdure. Another very peculiar budy, which
approximates more to boaxwood 1n appearance, iy formed
by the admixture of glue. phusphate of lime, alum and
sawdust, 2 kind of dough bewg formed with bailing wata,
which admits of beng {;rcsscd into moulda. This com-
pouud wlso takes a very high polish,

‘Iue Usts oF Boracr.— This plant, the Borago officinalis
of butanists, 18 of sufficient use to render it worthy of more
cultivation among us. A writer in tho English JMe-
chanic enumerates gor.e uses for this plant not commouly
known. The large leaves and tender stalks, dipped
in butter and fried, make an excellent and savoury
dish.  The brilhant blue flowers are very pretty as a gar-
nish for salads along with Balram flowers, ¢ youn
leaves boded are a good substitute for Spinach; or, i
dressed with hot butter and grated cheesc, an excellent
and new vegetable. The plant contains a certain amount
of aaltpetre, a2 may be proved by bumning a dried leaf.
For this reason 1t is used with great benefit for the relief
of more throata. The root ix rich in gum, and if boiled,
yields a macilaginous emulsion, excellent for irritations of
the throat and chest. Very violent atlacks of toothache,
where the nerve bas taken cold, are often cured by holding
a portion of the leaves, previously boiled in milk, and ap-
phed ,warm, in the mouth, inst the affected tooth.
{. stly, bees are extremely fond of Borage, antd: it appears
w0 repay them well for their wtteation,
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