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Miscellancons.

Hedicines and Poisons,

1t has Leea wedl observad dit mediviies and poi-
suns dulfer oaly 10 Jduovs , but wxperance proses that
quantity i3 not the only puiat vt distanction between
the two. Recent communications frum_ correspon-
dents respecting the fatal effects of carbolic aud and
santonime on dogd, vould scem tu sugrest that the
same agents, 10 proascly tie samc gquautities, applied
i exactly the same wanuer, pruduce very dutferent
cffects. But, in justice to the authorities under
whese sanction or by whse recomendations certan
potent agents are used medicinally, we are bound to
wili atiention to the fact that the all results always
vwnis 1 the cxperience of amateurs. We do not
ascan that amateur medival experiments alvways fal ,
but when a starthing diserepancy docs present stell
between seience .‘m\T pracie, the Dustahe OF G ot
tune sanvanably the expunence of the wot pre-
fess,onal man. These reflections have been furced
%o us agamn and agwmn, and once mois rectatly in ro-
lerence to the action of earboliv acul an L santonime,

Take the first agent to begin with, W ha.e useld
earbolic acid (pure) and theliquid residuc (terddnse
as a remedy for skin discases, and for the distructivn
of parasites, for years withont a mishap. A solution
of one part in forty paitsc{ water has becn employed
repeatedly as a dip {u. the purpose of destioying tleas
infesting pet dogs, and the little animals have been
immersed in the fluid up totheir eyes without injury,
Sheep have been dipped in a mixture of one in twenty,
and have not suffered in consequence. Further in-
vcsti;iation proved that more diluted solutions are
cqually effectual , but in our carly experiments we
used them without a single accident-

Casces of fatal results from the employment of car-
bolic acid mixtures of one in fifty, and even of higher
dilution, have been reported on many occasions since
carbolic acid came into favor asan anti-parasitic rem.-
edy. Some of the cases have been investigated, and
in cach instance some error has been detected.  One
of our correspondents admnts that the mixture which
mwjured his dog wasmade by his man, for whose
scrupulous care he pledges himszlf.  We confess to
the utter absence of any such faith in the conscienti-
ous exactitude of men who have tho charge of ani.
mala gencrally. On the contrary, we know that
there i3 a wide-space popular belief 1n the eflicacy of
strong doses ; if a small gquantity of the agent pre-
seribed fails_to produce the expected results, a con.
siderably addition will bemade to the next dose
which is given ; and winle the attendant’s vespect
for the truth 1s satisfied by the statement that he
gave the exact dose, he does not always feel bound
to mention tho hittle addition which he subsequently
made on hisown responsibibty.  One candid individ-
nal, under whose hauda dog had died after a dressing
of carbolic acid mixture, adnutted that he found the
first dilution which was ordered so beneficial, that he
could not resist the tempuation to obtamn a shll
more decrded advantage by using a much stronger
mixtare on the following day.

Irrespective, however, of such nientiondl vana.
tions as those to which we havealluded, the strength
of a compound may be accidentally altered, owmg to
some shght change in the conditions which ar¢ mdis-
pensable to a perfect mixture.  Some time ago we
had to inquire into the causes of the death of sheep
from dipping in 2 mixture of carbnlic acid, which had
been uscg for many weeks previously without acei-
dent. In this case very little investigation was re-

vired. It was apparent at once that the combina-

ion of the active 1ngredients with the water used to
dilute them was imperfect ; and, instead of a uni-
forma mixture being produced, the acid scparated
from the other constituents, amd floated on the sur.
face as a brown scum, The first few sheep which
were dipped 1n the flud were i contact with the

undiluted acid, and succumbed accurdingly to its en- | P

ergetic action. The addition of & little common soda
to tho water at once had the cffcet of causing a per-
fect and intimate musture of the carbohic acid with
the water, and no more difficult was expericnced.
Nevertheless, tt1s easy to understand that & person
usimg the agent for the first time, with the results
above stated, would be incdimed to pluce carbohic acad
among the deadly puissas, aud to sv speak and write
of 1t in future.

In reference to the activn of santunine, 1t 1s nvt so
easy to explain the didferent eflects which have been
observed. ~ But the rule still obtaws that the fatal
cases have occured 1n the capenence of amateurs ;
while professional observers do not secord any in-
stances of injury amsing from its use.

Quite reccrtly the action of santomne lhas been
{ested on three dogs, cach of which took acensider-

able dose without suffering any serious inconvenience.
One small puppy had five grains to commenco with,
and, asfaras could be secen, without any result.
Ten graing given $o the saize animal on the following
day produced the effect. Another dog had ten
graing without cffect, but another dose of twelve

twins was fullowed by symptums of casebral distur-

ance, which soon passed off.  Another dog manifes-
ted similar f]y'xn;)toxns after a dose of twelve grains ;
tlus animal also quickly recovered from the eﬁ'::ct of
the drug, and is now quite well, These experiments
prure that santonine may be safely given to the do
n cousiderablo duses, 1t 18 1mpossible to speeify al
the conditions which may modify the influence of the
mediane and lead to the development of poisonous
action, I'unity of the agent 13 the urst cssential ;
the dose, 1t appears, may be varied within certain
Liants wathout nisk; but a professivnal man would
heaitute to Zove cien a2 small yuantity of santomuae
to 2 wiimal wludh gave any sndiations of cerebral
detangment. We are strongly inelmed to believe
Linaty et 0a8e8 reforted to by our correspondent of
dewtnn st @ Biagle gran of santonune, there was
soiie  1adical mustake, which, if detected, would
explun the rosuls withvat reforonee to cantonine at
all.—Field.

<

Ironing Sleigks,

A too eominon error in thearoning of sleghs is the
loading of them with serolls and ornantental ron-
work for the purpose of improving their appearance
and creasing the strength.  So far as the appear-
ance1s concerned, the scroll work 1s not recognized
as being of any advantage, while the extra weight
unposed fails to add to the durability of the vehicle.
the main iron-work should be that of the under aide
of the beams and knees ; the most perfect manner of
constructing this is to plate the lower end of the
latter a littlo more than half their length with half
round iron of the full width ; from the top of this a
brace of round iron should be welded on, extending
up to the beam to a point about two inches short of
the centre; from the point where the brace is
attacheq there should be welded a piece of flat half-
oval iron the full width of the knee ; this should ex-
tend to the top of the latter and be turned with a
heavy corner, and should reach to the centre of the
beam, and be welded to the brace at its point of con-
tacl; this secures a strong brace to the knee and
beam. The bottom cnd of the knee-plate must have
the L head to attach it to the runners, but this head
should not be less than six inches long, and be
secured by four rivets or bolts ; th« " heads to the
front knces should be still longer, the lower branch
extending beyond the bend of the runuers, with the
upper one high enough ug to protec t the runner from
injuries reccived forward of the knees. The side
stays nced not be as heavy as they are generally
thade ; as their principal use is to prevent the knees
from being drawn forward, they should, in all cases,
be perfectly straight, as when bent they have no
value as braces over the weight required to hend the
iron. The front iron-work for the shafts and jack
heads should be as light as possible, the front, under
any cireamstances, being much more heavily ironed
than the other {))ortion, and the tendency to run on
the nose thereby incrcased.  The position of the
draft-eye is dependent entively upon the height of
knee and bend of runner and shafts, and requires
more ¢kill on the part of the blacksmith to proper]
locate it than any other one tifng in connection “iti
the iron-work. — Carriage Journal.

A Tloal Ornament for Drawicg-Roows.

Last Awgast & L.y friend of minc gathere? a hand-
ful uf the wourld-ranowned flowers of Yorget-me not
(Myusutis palusiris), and to preserve them as long a
ctivd as pussible, they werepatin a large soup-plate
filled with rain-wate:. The flowers were placed near
the winduw, so as tu cujuy the advantages resulling
from an abumdance of ilght and air, and the water
was replunshed nhen needfal,  In a surprisingly
shutt space of time--three wedhs, T belicve—white,
thread-ihe touls vare amittal fiu thie portion of
the fluner-stalls in the water, and they wtimatey
forined &tk net-worhover the plat . 7 The flowers
remaned quite fresh, excepting a few of the most
adianu d when gatherdd, and, as soon as the roots
bugan to run in the water, the buds began to cxpand,
tu take thie place of those wlich faded, and up to the
middle of Novemlor the Lunguet—if it may beso
called=—1as a dense mass of fluwas, and o more
beautiful or chasteoranment fur the indoor apart-
mend cannot be 1nag.utd — Thones T Thaseder, ia
Gurdener's Magaziae,

English Farming:

The wniler of *“Ogden TFarm Papers” in the
American Agriculluris, says in reference to English
farming :—*¢ As a whole, the farming of England is
the best in the world, The farms are usually large,
acd the farmers men of intelligence and of large
capital.  More attention is paid there than anywhere
else to the maling of manure ; grain is largely
grown , and the systum of a regular rotation of crops,
to maintain the fertilily of the soil, isalmost universal.
Over o large part of the country the cash profit of
farming is sccured by the sale of grain, but the
fertaity of the land, the ability to produce grain, is
kept up by tho feeding of a heavy stock of cattle or
sheep, which arc kept mainly for the sake of the
manure they make and which are largely fed on
purchased fuod—in great part oil-cale and Indian
corn imported from America. Such a complete
system could hardly Le carricd out onsolarge a scale
on m:m?v farms n this country, for few of our
farmers have thie nouessary capital , but it is, after
all, the system toward which we should work and
to which we must luok for the permanent future of
our agriculture, Qur farming can never be perfect,
nor anything like it, until we shall have reached the
point of a constant improvement of the soil. A
constant detcrioration has becn a nccessary conce-
quence of the rapid spread of population over the
whole breadth of the land, but it must before long
be followed by a wave of better farming, which alone
can enable such a population to be self-supporting.
Happily the improvement already made on farms
at tfne East which were considered to have been
exhausted, shows that the injury was not deep, and
that the pioneers who have been tempted westward
Ly a virgin soil have left behind them a fair field for
the esmlﬁxshment of tho betteragriculturethatanolder
and denser community demands and makes possible.

How to Succeed.

The young man who thinks he can carry his boyish
pranks into the serious business of life is not a man,
and defrauds hmself and his employer. ¢ After
work, play.” That should satisfy the most sanguine.
¢ Business before pleasure,” is the motto of the pru-
dent man whose guide is experience, and it is suffi-
cient for the novitiate in active life.

But it is despicable tolsee the young man just
starting in life so wedded to his former enjoyments
as to place them above present duties. Yet this is
often the case. The young man, who, to steer his
own bark, launches forth on the sea of life, too often
looks back on the pleasures he leaves bebind, and,
forgetful of present duties, stecrs back to past enjoy-
menta. There is no royal road to success any more
than to knowledge. He who wonld succeed must
work ; and after all there 12 more real enjoyment in
work, which hasa worthy object, than in s]ay or
glcasure, intended to kill time.  \We remarked a few

ays ago to a business man whose present means are
amply suflicient, but who worked really harder than
any of his numcrous cmployees, that he ought to
“*fake it casy.” Said he: ¢*I1 am never so happy as
when I have more than I can do. 1 may wear out in
working, but I drcad to rust out in idling.” He was
right, " His work was a part of himself, a part of his
life, and it was always faithfully done.  To appren-
tices, especially, this earncstness andintercst in their
work is necessary, if success is ever to beattained.

WaSTE LANDS IN IRELAND.—Saunders’, Freeman,
Belfast Nawsletter, and other Irish contemporaries,
hiberal, and conservative, advocate the imprevement
of the waste lands of Ireland, by the Government
purchasing, draining, road-making, and then selling,
or leasing in lots, They say that out of four and a
half millions of acres of waste lands—bogs, moors,
swamps, and heather, at least two millions would be
mmproveable, and that the average annual value of
these would be one shilling per acre, or, if purchased
by the State, the cost would be about thirty shillings.
’I‘ﬁe rcasons they give for State interference, and pur-
<hase, are that the cstates are very large ; that smce
1845, Government has offered loans, re-payable in
twenty-two years, principal, and interest, at 63 per
cent., and mn thirty-five ycars at 5 per cent., to in-
duce the proprictors to impreve, which they have
not dune , that when Acts of Parliament enable
railway 8 to acquire Jand when wanted for the public
interest, so should they with waste lands, when the
onnus are unwilling todo their duty, Westill think
many would Le walling to scll to the State. The sur-
plus church funds would be sufficient for_these, and
other Irish 1eproductive works. If our Government
requires an cxample, the Netherlands bave set it in
the drainage, reclamation, and improvement of
1aaslem Mere, which they afterwards sold in estatea.
of 40, up to 600 acres. .



