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The Lessons of the Past Winter in Rela-
tion to Dwarf Pear Trees.

Tusi unusually severe wcather of the past winter
his taught somo lessons upon the subject of the hardi-
hood of dwarf pear trocs, which we propose to place
before the rendors of Ttîx Cm,.tDA F.uîEn. We
have recently returned froi a short tour of inspee-
tion of saine of the dwarf pear orchards of Western
Niw York, and find that those which arc planted on
a strong, well-drained clay soi], are looking very
healthy, and making good vigorous growth. Tiose
dwarf pear trees thht are planted on a lo:m in which
the sand preponderates have been very strangely, but
at the saine time very fatally, affected by the extreme
cold of the past winter. That part of the troc which
was above ground, that la the pear part, showed that
it had suffered from the winter, being partially dis-
coloured ; but the portion under-ground, that is al
the quince part of the troc, looked rei, and secineui
to bc nearly or quite dead. Saume of the trees bad
leaved out, but had a very sickly, dying appearance.
Many did not leaf out at all, and a fow were making
saine growth. The varieties planted wcre mostly
Duchess d'Angouleme and Louise Bonne de Jersey ;
but we are quite of the opinion that the varicty bas
nothing te do with the death of the trocs, but that it
is owing te the flct that the quince stock was unable
ta endure the very severo cold. Why thoso trees which
were growing in a sandy or oIamy soit sbould be killei,
whilo those in a strong clay escaped, is not well under-
stood. For some reason the frost was able te set
upon those standing in the lighter soit with greater
lntensity and destructiveness than upon those in the
clay. Standard pear trocs growing in the sanie field
and in the sane soit were making a fine bealthy ap-
pearance, and seemed te be in no degrec injured by
the winter. In deciding the question, thon, rhether
to plant dwarf or standard pear trecs, it will be very
necessary to determinu the character of the soil in
which it is intended to plant, and if the soit be at all
light, the experience of the past winter teaches us
that we should choose the standard pear tree, inas-
much as thore sometimes occur winters sufficiently
severe ta destroy the quince stock ipon w bich dwarf
pear trees are grown when planted in othbr than
strong Clay soits.

On Dwarf Pears, Nurserymen, &c.
To the BlUor of Tur CàLsAn. FAnuER .

Sra,-Having acen a great deal in TuE CAns&o&
FAxEs about fruit and fruit culture, I venture te
give my view of the matter. I have plantei out a
great many trees of ail kinds, among which I have
tried the dwarf pear, and I am led to believe that
very few understand the culture of the dwarf pear.
I bave planted until I bave said I ;ould plant no
more. Ilowever, an agent came along urging me te
take a few, and try bis plan, and sec what the result
would be. He bad cut in bis book giving informa-
tion how te cut back. I saw that ho was a practical
man, and one that understood bis business, sa I con-
seatea to take four trocs and try what I could do. I
was fully determined to give themr a fair trial, cutting
back according te directions shown me by the agent.
The result is I have four very bandsome trees, and
each tree la bearing thia year fromt seventy to ninety
pears the third year from planting, and now I am of
the opinion that we have never been getting the

proper kind of trees. M7 trocs that I got tiret scom
te be old and stunted, and froui all appearance flvo
or six years old; iwhile thoso I recolved last looked
young and thrilly Iin reality there lias licou from
time to tiimie great deception in.trces sold by %gents,
and thousands of dollars are paid out every year te
little or no purpose, anl tlic great question should be
are we getting our trees froui roliable nurserymen or
not, for the greater part of the mon selling trocs I find
know nothing about trees, and the greater part of
nurseryien put theni off %%ith any old stick that
conies handy One- of mny neighbours got e dozen
cherry currants. and ihen they came te bear, proved
to be nothing but the commun currant. Let us get
trocs froui responsible nîurserynoîî, and trustwortliy
agents; for 1 nia of the opinion that the western part
of Canada will become the great garden for growing
trait for narketing-and just as soon as outr fruit com-
nences to get a start there will be ai good market

at our own doors. Noiw w scarcely raise enough for
our own hone consucption. I am well aware that
the grape cain b grown in somne parts of Canada te
good perfection. The Isabella freezes down with me,
while I have one Diaia that is doing very well, and
lias on tins year seven very nice bunches of grapes,
the third year from plauting. The plum la a total
faihure with nie, and so is all my swet cherries. I
think the dwarf cherry will do much botter with is
in Canada than the standard, as it is net se subject te
crack in the stock. I have one in my garden, and it
promises vell ; although young, it is a beautifuil little
troc. Iloping te sec every man take sone interest in
the culture of fruit,

I remain, yours, &c.,
A FARMER.

On Raising Cabbages.
To theZ Wior of THii CANADA FAnus:n:

Sin,-Te kind encouragement you give to farmers
te write for the coluans of your noble palier, en-
courages me to offer a fcw hints on cabbage raising.
To commence, I pull down the banking of my bouse
on the south-west end, and prepare my seed bed by
driving thrce stakes about threfe féel froum the house,
and placing a slab on its ecdge. This raises my seed
bed about one foot fron the common level. After 1
sow the secd I place threce rafters from the stakes in
the ground to the aide of the bouse, thon place strips
about two inches wide and two inches apart over
these rafters, these rafters being about the angle of
forty-five degrees. 'These strips are te guard against
hens or anything intruding on the seed bed. When
the plants are about large enouîgh te oct out, I place
a large barrel convenient te the kitchen te reccive all
the wash water fron the wash-stand and wash-tub.
I thon take my shovel and make places, well put-
verir.ed, for each plant about twenty-four inches apart
each way ; then, about six o'clock in the afternoon, I
take frein my store barrel and put about one pint of
the suds or liquid in cach place prepared for the
plant, and ut sundown I commence te set out the
plants. The. next morning I get burdock leaves, and
carefully place aver themt, putting a little dirt or
lumps on the edge of oach let te prevent the wind
blowing them off. In tho evening I take the lenf off
and water fron iny liquid barrl. The next morning
I place fresh laves over the planta again. Thus I
find that with two days' screenîug from the sun, they
are hardy enough iithout covering the third day.
Yet sec lu this way treating the plant, it does not
matter whether i1s sbowery weather or net. In this
way I raised cabbage enough for two barrels of
krout, and sixty large hecads, which I stored for winter
ruse, off a piece of ground 12 feet by 50. I sold one
barrel for tie dollars. The barrel I keep was equally
as good, and the sixty bonds were worth ton cents
each, which was six dllars-the two barrels worth
ten dollars. . M. ANDRESS.

Lyndhuîrst.

H1oînîcvrIrTaUI CvnIosrry.-We have the gratifica-
tion of annorrncing that the cocoa-nut troc has pro-
ducd a ripe nut in the palatial gardons of bis Grace
the Duke of Northumberland, at Syon lIeuse, under
the skilful management of Mr.Fairbairn. Thi is, re
believe, the first time that so interesting an event bas
occurred In Europe, and we are sure that all true
gardeners will welcome the little-stranger with feel-
ings ofadmiration.-Gdeners Chronick.

On the Gooseberry,
To the Editor of Tum CàxAinn FAnxîn :

Smn,-Some nine or ton years ago I had some yellow
gooseberry bushes which bore well and were hcalthy ;
but there came a small green worm and ate most et
the leaves off for a year or two, and they thon mil-
dewed, caused I supposed by the weakening of the
bushes by the worm, for ticy did net nildew before,
se I roolved te kill them if posible. I tried lime
dusted on them-no good ishes the saine. I tied
bunches of hemp te the end of saoe sticks and dipped
then ii gas tar. An old book said that the stencli
would keep away the saw-fly, but this was likew ise
no good. nuiclced thom freely with tan-bark iii tli-
fall-saine result. lI 1861 I took the Rural Yeir
Torker. A man recommended in it whale oil-soap
very hlghly. This I could not get around bore, so,
thinks 1, Castile soap is used for cleansing woun.ds,
wvill that not do? I shoved some Castile soap into
a pot, and threw in somie boiling water, and covered
it over till cold, then mixei soft water with it, and
applied it te the gooseberries and currants with a
water pot. This, te my satisfaction, answered coin-
pletely. I used it some threo or four times last suni-
mer, as eaci crop of worms came along, with the
saine result, and this summner I bave net seen but ene.
There' is a larger kind, spotted, with legs on eaci
end, that raised their backs in crawling. They are
more easily picked off. I don't know whether it will
kill them or net. I bave net triei; but the small
green worm, I suppose te bc the saw.fiy worm, L the
curse te the gooseberry and currants, and the soap is
an effectual remedy, at Icast in my case. The soap
does net appear te injure the bushes. I bought only
a half pound ; after using it for two or thrce tines, I
bave a little left yct. Mr. Thonas, of Brooklyn, says,
in the last FARMEnc, that hellebore root vill destroy
them. That I bave net tried. The ans are a great
pest te gardeners. If any of your subscribers know
anything that will keep them off, and ivill insert it
in T ii FAnMEn, it would oblige, l. C.

Orono, C. W.

Goose Breeding.
As geese are long-lived, so they are long in reach-

ing maturity, not becoming good for breeding pur-
poses before they are from thrce te five years of age.
The third or fourth year is as early as la desirable to
mate geese for this purpose. Then baving sclected
the best of their kind, one gander te no more thant
tiro geese-and sane males will only mate with one
fenale-and the gander not related te the gecse, the
breeder nay consider that ho is suppliei with a good
breeding stock for at lcast the next twenty years, or,
as one writer says, " for life."

In confirmation of this statement, Mr. S. Jaques, Jr.,
of Boston, Massachusetts, wrote, in 1850, of a Bremen
gooso that bis father imported in 1821 :-."She has
never failed to.lay fron twelve te sixteen eggs every
year for the last twenty-scven years, and lias always
been an excellent breeder and nurse, as bas ail the
stock and offispring connectei with ber. I had the
curiosity to weigh one of lier brood et 1849, whei
nino months old exactly, and bis weight, in feather,
sent up twenty-two pounds in the opposite scale. The
earlier the goslings are hatched in spring the better,
and there is no agent se good for thîs purp e as the
goose, though the ducks do very well. lIens appear
te have too dry a beat for the purpose, and nat as
strong as those batched by the goose or a duck.
For the first twenty-four heurs after hatching, like
chickens, the young require no feeding. On the
second day they will begin to nibble a little fine
grass, or young clover, from a fresh sod placed near
the ncst. They will also want a little scalded corn
meal or oatmeal, or a few bread crumbs, and a shal-
low vessel of water. If the weather b fine, I, wili
soon do te ' turn them out te grass,' but thcy should
be housed evcry night and during stormy weather.
on a dry floor. until several weeks old. -And the
botter the young are fed for the rest oï the scason,
the larger and better the fall goslings. Wheat-bran
or the best class of shorts, nixed wIth boilei pota-
toes, makres a good feci for goslings afler a few weeks
old."-2X.

1804.


