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taining these optimistic writings allude to the pres-
ence of Dr. Heroult, in Ottawa, or Toronto, and
that the bulk of theni have also enianated fron the
Ottawa correspondents of the various big dailies,
suggests tliat perliaps sonewchere in among the cin-
ders, or back of the wt odpile, there is lurking an
Ethiopian gentleman. Thet Toronto G(lobe and the
western papers which cull largely fron its column:;,
have contained interviews wilh Dr. leroult and froi
him have extracted a voluminous mass of words, out
of whichi appear one or two facts. The principal
fact is that the first corporation on this side of the
Atlantic to obtain a license fron Dr. 1-eroult to use
his process for the refining of steel lias been the
Holcomb Steel Company, of Syracuse, N.Y., which
is credited witlh the laudable intention of investing
one million of dollars in a plant whose output vil]
range from So to xoo tons of metal a day, this metal
consisting of tool steel and wire rod billets.

The papers go on to say an awful lot of balder-
dash and rubbish respecting the conversion of pig
iron costing $2o.oo a ton into a steel worth $20o.oo a
ton, for the inignificant sum of Sr.oo. It will be
remembered that just about twelve months ago
there appeared and was distributed to favored in-
dividuals an excellent nionograph on the electric
snelting of iron ores and the making of steel, which
was the report of the Commission sent to Europe
by the Canadian Governiment in Deceiber, 1993, to
report upon and investigate the different clectro-
thermic processes emîployed in the snelting of iron
ores and the making of different classes of steel.
This monograph on its appearance vas nques-
tionably the mîost authoritative, complete and reli-
able compilation of ail known data on the subject
of the smelting of ;ron ores into iron and steel pro-
ducts by neans of electricity. Various antd coin-
petent iron and steel authorities, then, as previ-
ously, while expressing thieir admiration of the
work wiich haid been donc on the Continent, still
cleclinedi to consider electric smelting as any import-
ant factor in the iimediate future of the iron or
steel trade, and chiefly because of the difficulty of
obtaining electric current at a sufficiently low cost
to permit the commercial production of iron and
steel thus made. lui vour own columns, carly in

ic year of 1903. an editorial slowed quite clearlv
tlat the road vas not by any means smiooth, and
tlat the question of cost would iundtotbtcd'y operate
to continue coke products as the principal commer-
cial products in the field.

These various iewspaper squibs and items have
seened to the subscriber to be quite in line with
the ill-judged and nptimîistic statements about the
wcaltl nf iritishl Columbia whicl were in vogue in
Toronto newspapers during the five years fromn -
to 100o. antd the Globr'g e'rrespnuiident slregtlhens
this view vhen le talks such absolute rot and rub-
bisi as is containci in ne of his recent articles
where lie savs tlat "the interior of Canada nossesses
no fuel, anti the cnst of traisportation ni the samne
to the iron fields of Central Canada is vractically
prohibitive." H{e goes on further to speak of the
"immense deposits" of magnetite existing in Onta-

rio and Quebec. These "immense deposits of mag-
netite," so-called, are unknown to the press, tlat is
to say, the authentic press, as diligent search of the
volumes of the Canadian Geological Survey, and of
the different provincial governmeint reports lias
faile 1 to discover even ordinary deposits of work-
able imagnetite, but the item is mîentioned simply as
testimuony tu imy hypothesis tlat all these articles
appear to have for tlcir ultimate ain the arousing
of public sent:ment il favor of electric snelting.

It is interesting to note tlat the Globe correspon-
dent says that Dr. Heroult is reasonably éertaii
that pig iron and Iigh grade steel can be produced
in Canada, but although lie is "reasonably' certain,"
in order to nake hiiîself absolutely certain lie is
going to conduct a series of metallurgical experi-
mîîents for six mnontlhs at Sault Ste. Marie in a plant
wlhich the Canadian Government is kinid cnough to
erect for tlhat purpose at an ultinate cost of some-
thing over $13,coo. But the correspondent shows
his woeful ignorance of lis subject when he pro-
ceeds to quote Dr. Heroult still furtlier. hie
learned doctor is reported as saying that Canada
nov spends between $50,coo,ooo and $6o,oooooo
abroad in buying steel, and that the idea should be
to nalke all tliat steel at home out of Canadian
mateial by the means of Canadian wvater-power
fron Canadian labour. Manifestly, the bulk of
these fifty to sixty millions of dollars, in fact over
90 per cent. is spent for the purcliase of steel rails
and structural steel. But if it is to cost one mil-
lion dollars for a plant with a maximum output of
oo tons daily, 1, for one, an of the opinion that

capital for the mianîuïacture of iron and steel bv
electricity will be slow in offering itself to aiîy
promîuoters of sucli a busiiess. Can you nîot suggest
irouglh your columnis to your readers tlhat these
puffs of new processes should undergo the test of
time in this countrv before irresponsible newspaper
writers attempt to nake capital out of tiei. There
are nany things wlich Canada needs, and needs
badly, far worse than she nieeds high grade tool steel
and vire rot] billets.

Witlh apologies for the length of my letter, I am,
Yours truly,

HARD SENSE.

PROPOSED REVISION OF ONTARIO
MINING LAW.

To the Editor:-
Sir,-As I understand that the miining laws of

Ontario are shortlv to be submuitted to the Legis-
lature for revision, and that the views of muiniiig
men are invited, I should like to refer you to my
paper read at the Toronto meiceting of the Canadian
Miining Institute, in Marci. 11)04, daling with the
subject of mining laws in Canada. My main con-
tentions are:

(i) Tlat a strict working condition should be
required of all lncators of mineral arcas. while iii-
worked land shotultd be taxed to the utmost limit.
This, to my mind, is the simples! -ay to prevent


