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COVDITION OF BEES,

Although-August was too cool for & surplus
giel s of honey, the bloom was ¢o abundant and
the September weather so fine that brood rear-
ing was well kept.up. As there has been but
Jittle frost even up to date in this locality, (23th
Qot.) and the fall unusuully fine,the bees appear
to be 1n fine condition, with a prospect of suc-
cessful wintering.

ALLEN PRINGLE.
Selby, Ont., Oct. 25th, 1890.

Taking Away Comb After Honey Har-
vest.

’ .

EGARDING your experiments asYelated

- on page 302 C. B3, J., I have never tried
the experiment of taking the combs away

from a colony, as you describe your experimeut,
butin a modified way I have often seen the
game thing you describe. Perbaps you have
noticed that I have in spme of my writings oun
bee cuiture mentioned as one of my methods of
controlling undesirable increase the effective
and simple plan of taking all the honey from
colonies that I desired to dispose of, and leave
the bees to take care of themselves. In these
ex'periments I have aiwu.ys given the deserted -
bees some empty combs to cluster on‘and take
care of, and 'in every experimentl have been
sutprised to see how long these deserted colonies’
have sept bright and clean without any per-
geptible income in way of stores. I don’t re-
member of ever seeing one of these colonies
perish outright till the first shock of winter
overtook them. In my experience I don't re-
wember in any case where a colony withont
stores as above described ever survived the first
severe shock of winter. This is precisely what
‘we would expect to see in such a ocondition of.
things. Food is necessary toexcite animal heat
in cold weather. I have often chapged my
plans and saved such colonies as I had thus
condemned at the beginning of winter by sup-
plying them with winter stores, and they have
come through as well as any that had stores to
consume all the while. I have often thought
the plan of taking away their stores and thus
preventing them from consuming it to no profit
during the latter part of the season and then
restoring 1t to them ut the beginning of winter,
night sglve a question of.economy not hereto-
fore understood. I can’t see that the difference
between an empty brood chamber for the Lees
" tocluster in, of a set of empty combs m the
brood chamber would opt any figure in the ex.

periment, DBut I may be wrong about this, &
mutter easily settled by a Iittle trouble and ob-

-

s:rvation. The only difference I have observed

when experimenting in thié line, between

3

colonies with queens and queenless colonies, is -

found in the fact that colonies pubon short ra-
tions, having a (ue:n,ure more likely to “swarm

out” than a queenless colony is. ‘Phe reason .

for this is when the bees indulgo in a genoral
airing flight the‘queen bacomes oxcited by rea.
son of being left nearly aloue, und if she takes
wing with the bees there is no certninty as to
what they will do. Generally it resulisin a
cuse of “ swarming out.” In my opinion this
is the t’rue cause of ali cases of ** swarming out.”
But to return to the matter in hand, If the
plan of taking the stores nway from bees for a
time in the latter part of the season, to be
restored to them ut-the beginning of winter,
should prove to be practicable, it would destroy
the pet theory of miany bee men that late brood
rearing is necessary to best copditious for safe
wintering. The season for white surplus honey
here was vbry satisfactory. My average yield
of white honey—frcm white clover—wus about
66 pounds ppr colony. The fall flowers were
abundant, but unfavorable weather intervened,
and our bees have done nothing more than made
themselves ready for winter, and some colories
have hardly done that.

: G. W. Dem‘knsn.

/ Christiansburg, Ky., Oct, 27, 1890. .

Is there a difference as you say be-
tween them clustering on combs or
without combs ? Might there not be a
difference in regard to them swarming
out? Will bges clustered as a swarm
in their hive be less liable toswarm out
than those that hava the comb without
honey ?* We. have never tried the ex-
periment on a large scale, but we are
row inclined to the belief that they w:ill
cluster in a bunch withou{combs, and
be less liable to swarm ot than they
would with empty combs. They be-
come, in fact, more like a colony that
has swarmed out and- taken up a new
location, and they seem to scttle down
quite comfortably after they have com-
menced building comb. There is cne
grand feature about this experiment
which, to my mind, is well worthy our

.consideration, and we believe that this

may yet be one of the favorite modes of
getting rid of foul brood.  All the combs
can be taken from a foul broody apiary
and rendered into wax, and the combs
made into foundation. Then put the
toundation into clean frames and hives,
and after the bees have disinfected



