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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

THE PREACHERS.

Amid my garden’s broidered paths I trod,
And there my mindsoon caught her favorite clue;
1 scem’d to stand amid the Church of Gnd,
The flowers were preachers, and (still stranger) drew
From their own life and coursc
The love they would enforce,
And sound their doctrine was,and cvery precept true

And first the Sunflowecy spake. RBehold, he said,
Hlow 1 unweariedly from dawn to night
Turn to the wheeling sun my golden head,
And drink into my dish fresh draughts of light.
O mortal! look and learn;
So, with obedient turn,

From womb to grave pursue the sun of life and might '

And nextI heard the lowly Camonile,
Whe, as 1 trod on him with reckless fect,
X And wrung his perfume out cried, List awhile—
Even thus with charity the proud one greet.
And, as insultors press,
Even turn thou thus and bless,

And yield from each hear?’s bruise aredolence more sweet. Y

"Then from his rocky pulpit I heard cry
The Stonccrop. See how loose to earth I grow,
And draw my juicy nurture from the sky.
So drive not thou, fond man, thy root too low;
| But loosely chogg here,
| From God’s supernal sphere
Draw life’s unearthly food, catch heaven’s undying glow.

Then preach’d the bumble Stratwcberry. Behold
The lowliest and leust adorn'd of flowers
Lies at our feet; yet lift my leafy fold,
And fruit is there unfound in gaudier bowers.
So plain be thou and meek,
And when vain man shall seek,
Unveil the blooming fruit of solitary hours.

Then cried the Lily: Hear my mission next.
On me thy Lord bade ponder and be wise,
O, wan with toil, with carc and doubt perplex’d,
Survey my joyous bloom, iy radiant dyes.
My hues no wigils dim,
All care 1 cast on him,
Y¥ho more than faith can ask, each hour to faith supplies.

The Thistle warn’d me last; for as I tore
‘I'he intruder up, it eried, Rash man, take heed!
In me thou hast thy typ.. Yea, pause and peve--
Even as thou, doth (god his garden veed :
Deem not each worthier plant
For thee shall waste and want,
Nor fright with hostile spines thy Master’s chosen seed.

Then eried the garden’s host, with one consent,
Come, man, and sce how day by day we shoot;
For cvery hour of rain, and sunshine lent,
Deepen our glowing hues, and drive our root;
And as our heads we lift,
Record each added gift,
And boar to God’s high will, and man’s supportour fruit.

0, Leader thou of earth’s exulting quire,
"Thou with a first-born’s royal rights endued,
Wilt thou alone be duinb? alone desire
Renew’d the gifts so oft in vain renew’d?
Then sicken, fret and pine,
As on thy head they shine,

And wither ’mid the bhss of boundless plenitude

Oh, come! and, as thy due, our concert lead.
Glory to him, the Lord of life and light,
Who nurs’d our tender leaf, onr colours spread
And gave thy body mind, the first-born’s right,
By which thy flight may cleave
The starry pole, and leave
The younger mates below in death’s unbroken night.

Reclory of Valekead.
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charity which ¢ thinketh no evil,')—without which,whuso-
ever liveth js counted dead before the Lord; or even
though he giveth his body in martysdom for thee, gains
nething '—Bonnell,

Craniry.—What an excellent gift is charity—(that
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{MPORTANCE OF THE LITURGY TO THE BOUNDNESS

The experience of the last three hundred years
should excite our thankfulness and praise for con-
nexion with n Church passessing such distinguished
privileges as our’s; it should endesr to our hearts the
{ the Inbours of those by whum it was purified
and reformed, and stimulote us to redoubled zeal in
exbibiting her to others in all her integrity, her dis-
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Let us continue to cherish the delightful hope
ed by the past snd preseut history ofthose
branches of the Holy Catholic Church which have
held fast to their ancient faith and discipline, that
the day will yet come when all the professed follow-
ers of Christ shall return to theiroriginal unity,peace,
The points which now divide them
are no evidence to the contrary; for the disunion has
d by causes which cun be, and ought to
What Christians once were,they may

one faith, one baptism;” united togetber in ¢ one
body and one Spirit, even as they are called in one-
hope of their calling.” Lor this blessed consummation
our Church ceases not to offer her forveut and con-
stant prayers ; to promote it she has made every
concession and provision which she can make con-
sistontly with fidelity to the truth; inviting the return
of all Christ’s wandering sheep, thst they may be
happily united in one fold under ove shepherd; sa.
crificing all minor points,—waving all doubtiul to-
pics,~and throwing opcn the dour of her commu-
vion to sll who subscribe the Apostles’ creed, and
respect the Apostolic succession. Brielly setling
forth in that simple and admirable formulary all the
great and fundamental articles which she deems cs-
sential in o profession of Christian faith, she avoids
those disputes and intrrminable controversies in which
wo behold uthersinvolved by laying too great a stress
of inferences snd opinions of so unquestionable or
subtle & uature, that presenting themselves as they
do to different minds under such ditlerent aspects,
perfect agreement is impossible, Such abstract doc.
trinal differences she deems a very insufficieyt cause
for dissolving those bonds of union by which the
whole fanuly of Christ should be held togetber us ove
body, under one spiritual bead. In her book of
Common Prayer she presents a platform where all
evangelical Christians may meet and rally, and ex-
tend (o each otherthe right haud of fellowship :—she
ranges hersclf around the Bible of Truth, and places
us for all we are tobelicve, and all we are to prac-
tice, upon the ground of this simple priuciple, that
» Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to
salvation; so that whatsoever ia not read therein, nor
may be proved thereby, isnot to be required of any
man, that it shouid be believed as an austicle of the
Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to Sal.
vation.”” Wespeak not of those who, forsaking the
form of sound words delivered us in the inspired voe
lume, have rushed into all munner of extravagance
and doctrinal error, and with whom heresy is the pal-
ladium of their schism: of such we can only enter-
tain the charitable wish that their eyes may be open-
led, and that they may see, befure they go hence,—
« the things which belong unto their peace.” But
of those whose ¢* hearts are right with God,” and
who have not sacrificed the love of truth to the love
of novelty, or the vain emulationof sectarian fame,
it may be hoped that atime will yet come when it
may {.Jease God to dispose them to review the ori-
ginal causes of their sepaiation, and seriously to con-
sider whether they are of sufficient importance still
to justify its continuance, and so keep up an irrepas
rable breach among those who should have but one
heart and one mind, ss they sre animated by one
hope of ‘“the common salvation;” whether what ori-
ginally pleaded in its justification circumstances alone,
can be longer justified when circumstances have to.
tally changed?~ Great is the power of truth; and al-
though its progress may be retarded for a while by
obstinate prejudice, and its light obscured by the
mists of sophistry, we must patiently wait God’s own
good time; snd while we pray for his blessing upon
ithe efforts which are used for its advancement, doubt
not for 2 moment that it will finally and trinmpbantly
prevail over all opposing errors. In the mean time,
while we render fervent thanks to that good Provic
dence which has blessed us with a Church that de-
livers us from the dondage of superstition, and equally
presarves us from the distractions of religious anarchy;
pursuing 8 just medium between rancorous intolerance
and spurious liberality; thankful for tke exalted bless-
ings we enjoy, and endeavouring to jmprove them as
those who must hereafter give accouat; let us, ac.
cording to the command of the Lord by hie prophet,
« geek the old paths, sud the good way,and dih-
genltl);’wnlk therein, that we may fiud rest unto our
souls.

H. U. O~xpesponk, President.

Wittian H. Newporp, Secreiary.
T —————

If you go to God on a throne of Crace you ray rest as-
sured of a Gracious answer, He says, ©1 will be graci-
ous.” Believer, you have enough in God, and in his
Christ, why then are you so anxious about other things?

Concluded.

* From the Gth Annual Report—Philadelphia, 1839~

The sum of all is, to fear God, and keep his command-
menis.




