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THE MIND IN

within me,” ¢ cast me not away from thy presenee
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.”

I we thus contend against our spiritual enemies,
. . o - oo we will overcome them, and whenever we find our

The believer in Chust, discovers in his pravers'heart wandering we should seud up short but fervent
vaumerible wandermgs of the wiud, and perpetualipetitions for Divine aid. - This is an etiectual help;
distractions, more parcticalu!y e public: worship it engages God against the power of sin and Satan.
in the midst of solemm prayer his heart will some-{st, James SZI}'S,D“ resist the devil and he will flee
times wander on some worldly business, or perhap< from thee,” *¢ draw nigh to God and he will draw
be cugaged in thoughts of doing good, bat ona sub-fiugh thyvyou” Our blessed Saviour, who s zt the
Jeet foreign to the prayer then offering up with hispeizhit hand of God, full of compassion, tenderness,
Lps. And although he stnves to prevent them from and love, mtercedes for us. *“lle ever liveth to
i.tradmg, they wul wtrude notwithstanding; notlmake intercession.” e has said ¢ whatsoever ye
only worldly thoughts but good thoughts will oltenfshall ack the Father in my namelfe will give it you;
come thus unseasonably to hinder himin the presentiask and y e shall veceive that your joy may be full.”
daty. and draw his mind aside from God.  After] It will be a help in prnydcr,” the late Bishop
Wil his care and watchfuluess he has gained but «{\White has observed, ¢ before entry -on it, to make a

WIANDERINGS OF PRAYLR,

POCTRINLS OF THE CHURCIL, '
Chaup. 2.
CHANGE OF IEART.

From the doctrine of human corruption arises the
necessity of an cutire change, in our natural aflec-
tions, wrought in our hearts by the renewing and
sanctifving influcnces of the loly Spirvit, by which
we are again made ¢ partakers of the divine nature.
And this change on the disposition, and views, g
{eclings of Fullen man,—this venewal of his heart,—
this restoration of the lost image of God, s what is

.mcant by the seriptural expressions—*"being'born of

God’--*1enewed in the Spirit of our minds.’--¢ put-
ting ofl the old man, which is corrupt, and putting
onthe new man, which after God is created innight.
cousness and true holiness.’

The absolute necessity of such a change is declar-

transtent moment of devotion; he thevefore becoties pause for the fixing of the mind on the character of R . : IR

hzmbled moviewing so many defects in his prayers, }.hc great Being to e addressed, especially on ]];.?f;‘é ll? _O"rp:_l_‘:“ffr’ “lhe;.' !t.le-::g)'bzrl e.\(fcpt :: ‘"'a“
and mourns over 1t, and in view of his weakness andjhaving vouchsafed to reveal Himself to us, as u,c;. to ";'!“ ?(i ‘:‘_‘:1 )“ a';.( ((,' | e ]"11""3’ 1e c.“l\"“d “;“fg
mswlicieney, he ('uli)' appreciates thg blessed d.m- liearer of prayer., in several branches of it a“""i?ecau; b)"’bn':tg‘rg \\e'(:):r;: (: gol?n i'noz’.in ,‘ ":ml“ .'x}re
Arme of free justitication by fan.l!l in the atoniug s far as possible without an unseasonable Sllsp(‘n'iionl;“lc childrcn‘of vrath.® are opposed tio évc‘r . thine
blood of Chrst, and of his prevailing intercession; of the train of thonght, there should be a direction’y; " 1 hol \ 1Vincli gl: evil : '?“ oh
and 15 Jed to seek more caraestly for the blessed vs-,0f the mind to the p:?rlicular attributes, on invoking ;\5' ll'()tl}ls aml 10 y’?.'." m:: ';;]c t “3‘; ?ﬁ"t”“;}“ Y. =
sistance Ofll)llm Holy Spmt, to enable him to pray inthe mune of God.”  We should considor that 1le ibs'lc::“.e"i‘{;;!:.’:,(:\%;.&n&"‘:vg s}?q]:‘um:t 001?tﬁ:'ill:2t ‘t’l?o
.an aceeplable manner. the high and lofty one, that inhabiteth Eternity, ) onyoan® . :

'l‘hcr(lz is a contmual contest carried on in thejy hose name is]foi)y < Phe foundntionof‘pt-aym':’;yi\;,!.‘fl;ld:é:: :}}fe}}fg;(;:n —that without holiness no man
(:hn.stmn’s breast dering worship, of which the mere says Paley, © inall cases is a sense of want. No' :l‘llis spiritual cimnve is well described by our
formahist whose heart 15 unchanged and unrenewed,man pray s in earnest, or to any purpose for what he cyyurch 3 ¢4 deatl Yo s d bi tl) )
W divine grace, 1s wholly ignorant. His end is!does not feel that he wants, know then and feel the, -,,']utr{.: 98 i ,wh‘-m: 9 su{.l, atn ? new it l" uno B
gamed, his conscience is satisfied, it he has ﬂPPCN-.meckuess of your nature®  The more lively vim\'s'f;",l L?flﬁ?ess} txsl guﬁ ‘muso 0119":1{: we ive
«d in the house of God, and merely repeated his we have of G:d’s character, presence, and glary,’ u.§e‘ “;.‘ ant¢ tl!uor :'l'l Vo lfeb’t. xcret}w N i‘”f‘c r(il
prayers. e thinks thys a meritorious service, :md‘u.e more we shall seck to know him ‘The bgq-ea:,iin‘“,tur_zlil-n ] ¢ ct! ldmctma'i‘(;ns 0 0llxlr 1;:1. meI;n
1~ well pleased with hunself, being a stranger to that, thung is to keep vur mind and affections fixed on the \to ,,.:'1 i "t(l: 4 ro eb otu of 1cr{:, ;'n“a \\t?ys ﬂc; 4
f:uth which relies entirely for salvation on the blood duty before us, and to have it engaged,and the aﬁ‘ec-ls nl"«i}be m .;P‘ YC&);I C,S 9“ r;.'e‘l" (:I‘I‘Len t)? es
of Christ, that *¢ blood, wlich cleanseth us from alljtions excited suitably to every i’;a?'_ of the praycrs:a-m ”"’:Pm ’ :}I"_ b l.e')t t;" ce ’I?l" . af!}fnft n}_al:’y .
s, He has a vague notion that this performance, we are then engaged in. We ought by faith to ma}-’:m:] 1a :9 efas;}). e“\fl 'f;“%, l'c?t w f.’n.eﬁ "} t'
as well as some other acts of devotion of his that he ize the presence of God, and when in His house wc'tf) ﬁc"i gries, ] '?t S 'l?l:l" y "e,??lm]’ 3 “’b s {f .
max deem merntorious, will on t_ho day of rechoning, should fecl with holy David in saying ¢ holiness be-‘réﬁe\fZJ'lfJ;f?-i' Tl-'e:;ilinfr?os": O?- ‘;3%;0::_"‘1‘,“; )
be put on the credit side of his account.  And al-;cometh thine house O Lord forever,” looking up for the Apostle ter;nsl‘ 2 delight in the law of God afte |
though not darmg to hope that he will be admitted, the divine blessing to givelife, efticacy, and unction,, 4 PO d man.'—-a o & | hatred and d ‘d B
into those mausions of bliss, which our Saviour has to our prayers, und be cnubled to say with the .lle:mar n:;";’ :1-:1' bcner:(xl adrcvanr to rf: du :
prepared for those that love and obey him, he yet Psalmist, ¢ O God, thou art my God, early will Isfczl’qtea::s earbes (]eilr:l a;}r encoavol 8
thinks ail may be well with him.  Notso the w atch-|seek Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee, my soul thirst- ne’l‘l OCl’ S(_)_l ¢ and go yf llc' ticles. and :
ful Chrstian.  Ttas lus contmual ann to \\orshipGud’cm for Thee i a dryband thirsty land, where no' ol ox']:' ;“é“' }i ?“ (:.n'c loc 'efl.m‘ :‘(' ef’ ‘u}: fvfﬁ;' :
inspintaud intruth; and after all, he finds that hisjwater is, to see thy power aud gle:y,s0 as I have :1 ' rer le d“: }ces,r ¢éac"| fa" mcl’cat:s, as Wbilits
best endeavours fall far short of what it ought to be.'scen Thee in the sanctuary.” ‘":]’ nialcoctrine "’d crip ure,Gma’n sutter ';m el
fie therefore becomes more humbled under a sense t(.)i ’o} a;\) um}é‘g"o J \;:tl}llou.t odts sl;l)efcna bgf?l?ﬁ‘ .
of his manifold deficiencies, and smiting hi- breast ex- ::)“: lr '¢ mus ,f‘;""] 3o ""’""i?ls -o!((:)::h 0{. 13 -
claims, ¢ God be merciful to me a sinner.”—Know- ?‘.'It.ll (.P(-?)): fll't.ion Oife"?:’?u_‘:ﬁi: thlérfall ?r Alcl'?nl:Ts ]
ing that God is a heart-scarching God who has de- su ,); ) atl II ¢ canuot tu » ¥ ar ol o s( if ’b
clared, ¢ 1 know the things that come into your, }-(’ - tl 1 ‘t, uum d:l “prﬁpd'c.lx{xntc I '1511 :
heart, every one of them.” The wmore wandering. "Sdo“’l‘f'll‘:}f ura sém:f_ l,;‘ :‘ fboon “101,5’ 0 :n' :
tie hoart is. the more wearisome the duty, while, Jows—2 Macab. 1. 24. ;’: d:a":r'v?l ‘:‘{g’&q ole:;s‘a‘nl:r:n?{?l "‘; ,li‘b?cnt(:)p(a:)? ‘
the nearer we draw to God, the more warmth, and, O lord—Lord God Creator of all things, who art \vithotﬁ the r'u‘:epof.(‘od(b X (‘::‘(l:n'?st‘ 1reventin¢' |
jife, and comfort, we enjoy. The work of prayer fearful and strong, and righteous and werciful, a“d’(that is oin"gb.efore) us,that)\ve may h]nvc a wooil
ceuses while our hearts wander.  Many there are the only and gracious king, the only giver of all things,’“.m nndgwor?kinw with us when we ‘l?nvc that woollE
that make light of wanderings in prayer on accountjthe only just, almighty and everlasting. will: 1) e
of their frequen't‘occm-rcncc, but f,m.i lgreauy }CO"' Meditations on these ten awful and yet consoling] On this subject more will besaid under the heat
demas them.  to thosc that makg'hg_}tl O(Z‘t,l"fmj;anribmcs of our God, may well be .ommended toj°Of the Holy Spirit.” We now bricfly remark tha
may bet npphed' ”‘;’ “'°"d§ of L‘Sl"e 3 set ;)c-) ithe thoughts of the christian reader. it is the office of this Divince Person to enlighten oug
comz unto thee as the people cometh, and sct be- Saactif God in your hearts. 1 Pet. 3. 13. understanding, which is by nature darkened,—t:}§
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HELPS TO MEDITATION—~—NO. L

Attributes o! the Almighty, as ascribed to lim by the

fare thee as my people,—for with their mouth they
~hew much love, but their heart goeth after covet-
onsness.”  And again, “I saw the place of nighteous-
wss, and jniquity was there.”” {t is evidently a
great insult to the great and glorious God, when
praying to Him, to quit lum in the midst of our
prayers, as if we were conversing with an inferior,
and turn away {rom him, as if we were unmindl{ul of
his presence.  Oh ! how much should we stand in
awe of God when we come betore him to worship.

‘The general cause of our wanderings in prayer is

the power of Satan, and the remuining strength of]
onr corrupt nature.  Though the believer is born of,

Giod, he has two contending parties within—the old

jsage is at once expressive and striking-~*‘ We sanc

Sanclify—to make holy—to set apart for holy
services—Ito treal as holy. Kxod. 19, £0, 22, 23,
30. 5Deut. 12, Isa. 8, 13, 19, 23. 5 Eph. 26.
1 ‘Thes. 5, 28.

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the above pas-

tify the Lord God in our hearts when we
1. Withsincerity and fervency adore him.

purify our heart, which is naturally corrupt,—t/g
direct our will, which is naturally perverse,—t
strengthen our good resolutions, which are naturallj |y
weak,—to make us love things, which we naturallyJi
hate,—-and to enable us to walk worthy of the Lond
unto all pleasing,~-when if left to oursclves, we
should continually be going astray from his com§
mandments. 1

All these are the gifts of that Spirit, ¢ withoul

f

2. When our thoughts of Him arcawful and re-

verend; and nhen we rely upon His power— trust to

woliness, and give Him the glory due to His

man, and the new; and distractions mainly arise
from the weakness of grace, the strength of sin,
tlic temptations of Satan.
our corrupt nature, an oppressive load, but if we
and dilizently scek for the aid of tke Iloly Spirit,
that burden under which we are ready to sink, will
be removed. He will relieve us in our necessilies,
and will help our infirmites. 1is sanctifving influ-
wnce, is necdful in preparing onr hearts for holy in-
tercourse with God, and for desiring those things
which will glorify Him and benefit our souls. The
prayer of the Psalmist is very suituble, ©* Create in

we a clean heart O God, and rencw a right spirit

We find the remains oftd
askiare without His written word) Le turncd to His glori-
On this important puint our church thus
‘furnishes the outlines of our devotions—* @ God, be

trious perfections.”

and! Al true chiistians fervently pray that God’s king-

om mauy come—that the heathen {that is, those who
,0us uame.

pleased to make thy waysknow unto all men —thy sav-
ing health unto all nations.””  So these lines—
Art Thou my king—my Father styled,
Am I Thy servant and Thy child,
Whilst wretched millions draw their breath
Inlands ofizrorance and death ?

His faithfulness—-submit to His wisdom —imitate His]
ilus-

'whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy,’—of that
|Spirit, who puts into our minds holy thoughts, holy
desires, holy resolutions, and enables us to bringthe
to good effect: in a word, who excites, carries
rfects in us,that ¢ holiness, without whicg
'— Churchman’s Manucl

Consolation.—To those who are in sorrow, religio:
comes like the dove returning to the ark, with ano'int
branch in its mouth, aunouncing a resting-place froc
the storm. :

Come from the house of God as the spies did fte
the land of Canaan, laden with good fruils.

isame
on, and pe
no man shall see the Lord.

Lord Burleigh.—Tuat great and wise minister wo
used to say, ‘1 will ncvertrust any man uot of sourg
religion, for he thatis false to' God, caungver be truc}
man.”




