THE CHRISTIAN I

Jectarations of the New Testament, you cannot believe that n sincere
pruitent can obtain pardon, and the benefits of the blood of the New
Covenant in the watais of bapusm, i obedience to the Lapress comimand
of the Holy Spirit, for this very purpose I s 1t poseible that there can
e such eredulity on the one hand, and such a want of fanth oy the other !
Now, gentlemen, I appeul toy cur own consciences for the nuth of these
Hlegations. . With how much contience have you, presiding over ** Con-
terenee’ and ~* Chureli’ meenngs, hstened to the relation of the dreams,
mpulses, fechngs; griefs, sorrows and joys of 1oung converts : whereas
Fone should have arisen, and wost solemnly have stated that they found
peace and pardon soscon as they were, on a professiun of their faith and
rpentance, immersed wito the uaine of the Lord—your countenance
aaald have fallen, and your confidence 1n hisco. yersion would have been
peatly weakencd, and very probably you would have charged him to be
carcful that he did not tustia hus own performances for salvation! In
e estimation of many there :s much more danger of trusting 10 one’s own
rerfurinances when they say they cxpecta fulflinent of God’s promises
nobedience to hisevpressly revealed will, than when they dwell almost
xelusively on what they have felt and cxpenenced, although nothing of
e hind was ever recorded of any suintin the Christan Seriptares! If
SLOCTS &1€ not proper'vinstracted there is justas much danger of iusting
ofaith, 10 one’s uwn prayers or thuse of others.as there i of trusting to
biptism. Belies ing howeseras we do, that the Guspel finds its way o the
alections throngh the understanding. we always warn our hea:ers not to
st for salvation to any thing s .ot of the great sin offering. We always
wach that faith, repeatance baptism. prayer, prawse, and all the ordiman-
tes of the Gospel.are so many mcans through which the virtae of Jesus’
tood lows 1tothe soul. to give it the tirst place spiritual life, and then
" keep open the intercorrse between God and the soul. We have
dopted the Apostle’s motio. « All thungs are of God, who hath recon-
eied us to humselt by Jesus Chinst.”  And we are content to trust to his
wisdomasto the best way of seccving the “ word of receneiliation.”
We rennund o Learers that there was no virtue in the waters of Jordan
meicanse Naaman the Sy rian of his leprosy , more than Abana and Phar-
par, those beautful sireams which 1ocander through the plawms of Da-
masens  But God’s presence and power presiled over the foimer and
st over the lauer, simply because he bad notso ordamed. Naam.n
ebeyed. aud he washed. ~lle had hivedand dicd a leper, notwithstandiug
the provisions made for s recovery, had he persisted in his-refusal 1o
ohev the prophet Elsha.

We mvite frequant attention to the Israelites in the wiluerness, who
were bitten by the serpent.  The brazen serpent possessed no viriues to;
check the influence of the poisurt that was coursing through their veins,
and, doubtless for this rcason God ordamed it.  Had it possessed any
wieal vitues, the people would have attributed tlicir cure to these ra-
thir than o God., e has always ordamed the most unlikely means,
reeording to the wisdom of man, of accomplishing his purposes.  Their
M d'd ot save theme nor their looking, any more than the serpent of
brass, but these were ail vecessary to bring the bitten, dy ing Isracinte wnto
2 posiion in winch God had purposed to be present by lis power to



