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THE MILL DAM BLOCKA..DE.'

_BY MRS, ANNIE A, PRESTON,

“Those young wen will get themselves
into trouble yet,” said Mrs, Ainsworth to
ber son Tom, as she glanced out at & group
of noisy fellows sitting on the rocks above
the mill-dam overlooking her little cottage.

Tom’s glance followed her own, and pre-
‘sently he closed his book, took up his hat,
and started to go out.

** Are you going up there again to-night,
Tom 7’ she agsked. I wish you would not,
I very much dislike the appearance of that
Jerry Rawlins, and as he strolls past here
with his swaggering companions I have
heard language that I do not at allapprove,
Why do you associate with them, my son 1

*1 hardly know,” replied the young man,
*They seem to expect me to do so. They
are jolly fellows about my own age, and
that Jerry Rawlins is as droll asa cowmic
almanac and a minstrel show and a circus
clown, all put together—he gets off the
greatest atories,”

“Better stories and more helpful than
you can get out of your books, Tom 7"/

- % Not at all the same kind, and of course,
mother, I know they are notin any way
helpful,’but ayoung fellow muet have some
let-up.’

“Go out in the back-yard and turn a hand-
spring,” said Tom’s sister Alice, passing
through the room, “and then come to walk
with me, I have got to go over theriver
to call on Ella Parkes, one of my scholars
who issick, and.I must walk a mile around
just on account of the miil dam being
blockaded by those fellows;there isn’s a.
girl in fown who would dare venture within
earshot, Look up at them ; the smoke
from their pipes and cigars hangs like a
cloud against the gold of the sunset, and I
can’t help thinking the cloud is much more
dense by the vile language and the oaths
that are cjected with the smoke, I should
like to have you go out with me, Tom, to
prove to the town that you have not entirely
gone over to the majority of hoodlums, that
seems to be the controlling element among
the village boys just now.”

“Run up and get on your things,” said
Tom, looking admiringly at the lively girl,
“You are talking too much for a school.
ma’am who has to be using her voice all
daﬁ,” and as she tripped away his mother
said, ,

“Do you fancy such company more than
you do the society you find a$ home and in
your own social circle 1

“No, mother, but it stands a fellow in
hand if he intends to make a business man
‘of himself to be popular with everybody,
and Idon’t like to have these ckaps think
that I feel above them becauee I happen fo
have a good situation and they are not earn-
ing anything just now, Some of them
used to be oux very best boys, you know.”

“They might all have work if they would
accept the company’s terms, I suppose.”

*Oh, yes, of course, but the leaders of the
strike will not allow the others to give in.”

“And the leaders are this droll Jerry
Rawlins and his companions, who six months
ago cama as strangers to the village, aud by
their comic songs and circus jokes have suc-
ceeded in getting a following of our village
boys. Now, Jem, you have given me no
good reason for going with these fellows,
and that in my opinion makes one good
reason why you should not associate with
them, Ifyou find them so entertaining it
is a pity that your mother and sisters
should lose the fun ; suppose you run over
and i’nvit'e them in here to spend the even-
ing.’

“Mother ! exclaimed the young man in
gsitogishment, “you know that is impossi-

e,

“Not at all; my children are equally
precious in my sight. Good men are just
as much needed in the world as good wo-
men, You have decided this case against
yourself, There ig another point from
which to look at this matter. ¢Satah finds
some mischief still for idle hands to do,’
Those fellows cannot live without some
kind of an income, They must have
money ; if not honestly, why, then dishon.
estly. It iz easy to be wise after some
dreadful event has happened, but then it is
too late.”

John flushed and his mother saw it.
¥ You are a wise little woman,”” he said ;
“you would see mischief through a mill.
stone.”

“ Yes, if it was to harm my own children,”

“ Ready, sig,” he called from the foot of

‘| had quieted his conscience with the reseon-

the stairs, and was presently walking down
the street with his sister, |
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His appearance on the street at that hour
was hailed with surprise, and he was cha.
grined at being asked several times how it
happened that he was not over with the
blockade, A

At the house where they called the mo-
ther of the young girl who waa ill exclaimed,
“Well, I am glad to know that the report I
bave heard that you were out every night
with Jerry Rawling and bis crew was a.mis-
take, but some of the village boys have been
drawn in with them, I suppose.”

“Itis a mystery how they live,” said a
talkative neighbor, who had just run in.

“Not to nme,” said Mzs, Parker “They
are keeping house in that old shed down in
the valley that used to be a grist-mill, Few
people know it, I suppose, but it is only »
short distance from here across the orchard
and pasture, Wo have no doubt, my hus-
band and I, that this gang are the perpetra-
tors of the petty thieving that has been go-
ing on for monthsin this and adjacent towns,
Theirlarder must besupplied insome way., A
dozen great, hearty fellows can’tlive on alr,
and the labor organizations are not going to
support them all this time »

 Where is the old mill of which these
drones have made a hive? I never heard
about it before,”” said Tom, as he and his
sister were taking leave, and Mrs. Parker
replied : '

“It iy a half mile below herein the gully,
but you can see it if you will go out through
our garden and orchard to the edge of the
ravine near that large hemlock tree. It is
a lovely spot, but you must have a care to
not fall over the ledge. The end of the
great dam is there, you know, It is where
the course of the stream was changed ; as
you leok down you will see the bed of the
old channel. The mill is ameng the hem-
locks far below. I dare say you can see the
roof shining in the moonlight,

“Let us go around there,” said Tom, as
ke and his sister loft the house, * Theday-
light has not quite gone, and the full moon
is just up.” So they walked quietly over
the soft orchard turf, listening to the notes
ot a whip-poor-will that was sending forth
his plaintive cry from the deep -wood far
down the stream,

- “Hark 1”  whispered Tom presently.
“What is that? Do you hear that noise
like a stonecutter’s chisel? Wait here just
a minute,” and he crept nnder the low hang-
ing hemlock boughs to the very edge of the
abyes, The moon’s rays shone bright and
fullinto the channel. Upabove and around
the bend of the dam be could hear Jerry
Rawlins singing a plantation melody, while
far below three or four of the fellows were

chill ran down his spine. He understood
now the meaning of the deep threats be had
heard against the corporation. He had won-
dered if they intended to burn the mills, and

ing that it wasidle talk, and they would not
dare do anything of the Xkind, Now he
knew that every night after the water was
shut off a part of the gang blockaded the
dam to keep intruders away, and to act as
spies while the others worked at their
scheme.

BIBLE QUESTIONS,
SORIPTURE ENIGMA,
1. From what town of the Philistines did a

giant come, the staff of whose spear was iike a
Weaver’s beam ?

2. Who was made king ovec all. the tribes of

Terael, excepting Judah, on the death of Saul?

3. In Nathan’s parable to David concerning

the wife of Uriah, what waait that the poor man
possessed and prized which was taken by the
rich man?

4. By what brook did the two hundred men

stay who were too faint to accompany David in
bis pursuit of the Amalekites ?

b. A tree thatproved a gallows to a king’s son,
5. A king of the Amalekites whom Samuel

killed, saying that, a8 his sword bad made many
childlese, so should his mother be childless.

The whole is the mountain where Saul and his

three sons were slain,
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1. A letter of the alphabet,

2, An emblem of the watchful care of God,

3. A number,

4, An animal mentioned in Revelation.

5. A bird merdtioned in Deuteronomy.

6. A wise king of Israel, :

7. Ten great Egyptian calamities,

8, A king mentioned in Esther,

9, Is what our lives should be.

The central word, read downward, is a place

of worship often mentioned in the Bible.

William H Densmore, Westfield, Ont., some

fow years ago set to work to discover the number
of times the words ““Lord” and * God” were
mentioned in the Bible, For this purpose, he
writes ue, he has read the whole of the Old
Testament through five times, making a record
a8 bhe went along, of the words in each
book and chapter, and a few days ago he
sent us the results of his work. The word
*Lord,” he snys, is mentioned 6,501 times;
* God,” 2,509; * Lord God,” 532; “ God the
Almighty,” 7; and *Jehovah,” 8. The word
*lord” as applying to false gods he finds men
tioned 239 ; and ‘“god,” meaning false gods, 288
times. He is now at work on the New Testa
ment for a similar purpose and will let us know
when he has finished, -

We would like to hear from more of the &oung

people who work frow time fo time on these
Bible Questions. Send us your answers as” you
get ther, and send also questions of your own
for the other young Bible students to look up,
Your own name and address need not be pub
hard at work weakening the dam, The cold]lished with them unless you wish, but should
always be upon every letter you send.
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ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS IN LAST
NUMBER.

1. See, 1 Kings11,29 31, .
2. Shishak, king of Egypt, 1 Kings 14.25, 2.
SCRIPTURE CHARACTER,

Ruth,
1. 2, Rati i, 4,
3 Ruth 1. 16,
4. Ruthii 18,
5 Ruth iv. 10.
6. Mutt, 1. 5.

He was in the employment of the cor-
poration. Should this dam give way his
life would not be worth as much as that of
the whip-poor.will still singing in the glen,

The gang was broken up next day, several
arrests were made and there was great ex.
citement in the village.

«T tell youn,” said Tom, as he came home
to dinner, “Jerry Rawlins’ friends are all
shaking in their shoes, and I should bave
been as nervous as any of them if some one
else had discovered  and reported their
scheme.” '

After these events happened every one
wag free to say that they had had their own
suspicians of that Jercy Rawlins,and all com-
forted themselves and each other with the
gssumnce that bappily no harm had been

one, -

“Harm has been done,”” said Tom one
day, “It harms every young person to kee
low company, they can not escape mora
contamination, This experience will serve
as & warning to me never again to associate
with any person, however amusing I may
find him, tgnt I would not be willing to in.
vite to y own homo and introduce to my
own ynother and sisters,”

All young men will find this a safe bal-
ance in which to weigh their companions.—

Christion at Work.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE

UNITED STATES,

Our subscribers throughout the United

States who cannot procure the international
Post Ollice orders at their Post Office, can
get, instead, a Post Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
to subscribers, )

;
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CLUB RATES,
TrE CLUB RatEs for the “MEssrNGER,”

when sent to one address, are as.follows :—

leopy, - - - = 30 centa
10copies - - - -8 250

gbcopies- « - - - © 600
50 copies- - - - - 11 50
100 copieg- - - - - 922 Q0
1,000 copies- . - - - 200 00

JorN DovusALL & Son,
Publishers, Montreal,

———s e
MontrEAL DATsY WITNEss, $3,00 a year

post-paid. MoNTREAL WEEELY WrTNEss

$1.00 a year, post-paid,” WeERLY MEssmN-
GER, 50 cents ; b copies to oneaddress, $2.00,
Jorxn Dovaart & Soy, Publishers,Montreal,
Que. . :
T e————————
THE MESSENGER.

On two previous occasions the MESSENGER
asked its well-wishers to make a special ef-
fort on its behalf, They responded nobly.

When the MessENGER was sent to only
15,000 homes its friends went to work
unitedly and with & will and doubled ita cir-
culation,

In those days 30,000 was a wonderful
figure to attain, But after a short rest
they were requested to double even the 30,-
000, and after'a determined effort attained
60,000, i

Now, there has been quite a breathing
spell and the time seems to have arrivel for
the best struggle yet, The present figure is
45,000. - T'wice 45,000 is NINETY THOU.
SAND,

Ninety thousand is a very large number.
But there are many more than 90,000 peo~
ple who want the MESSENGER; more than
90,000 people who would be benefited by
the MuSSENGER ; more than 90,000 people
who would not mies the thirty cents which
the MesseNGER would cost them in a year ;
more than 90,000 people who would save
many times the cost of the MESS8ENGER
through the hints it gives in each number,

And aleo it is a fact that while twice 45,
000 is 90,000, twice oneis two. Thusif each
subscriber gets another the circulation of the
MzssENaER will be doubled and. reach |
NINETY .thousand.

What boy in a family, what gir) in a
family cannot get ONE MORE SUB.
SCRIBER.

A new prize list will be issued with next
number. - Let all our young people begin
work at once in expectation of it, and get
one subscriber or more. Work for the
MxrssENGER. Work for the good it may do,
Work for tho prizes.

TWICE ONE IS TWOQ.
MAME neatly printed on 25 NEwW
FLonal HIDDEN NAME CARDS,
and 32p, Book of Agent’s Samples
sent post-paid for 20 cents.

YU UR RAY CARD Q0., Clintonville, Conn

“  FRETPUL INFANTS

arenot 89 b of their deprarity, but b
not properly fed. Many of the so-called *' foods™ serve
more to irritate than nourish the Jittle ones. Lactated
TFaod, however, is a perfect nutrjent, and can be depended
upon to make the babits healthy and happy.

FIVE BOOKS FREE!

Wo willsend The PEOPLE’'S 110ME JOURNAL, our
Iarge 16-page, 64-column ftustrated Literary and Family Euper,
Threo Montha ontrisl upon receipt of only Twelve Cents
in postago stampa, sod to each subscriber wo will alse sond,
Freo and post-pald, Five Clhiarming Books, published in
neat pamphlet form, as followa ¢

ondors of tho World, NATURAL AND OTiten. Contalns
deacriptions of the most wondorful works of nature and of man,

\Wondors of the Sca. A description of tiie mahy wonders
fui and beautifal things found st the bottom of the ocean,

The Aunt Kezlah Fapera, by Cuara Avousta, author
of “* The Rugg Documeonts, ¥ ual to ' Widow Bedolt, ™

Christmns Storles. By Caarugs Dickzne. Contalns &
number of thu_most chiarming Christmas stories over written

Popular Iceltations and Dialogues, humorous, dra-
matic and pathetic, including all the latest and moss popular,

Remember, wo send the five books nnmed ahove, also our
charming paper for Thees Monthe, upon recelpt of only
Twolve Centas five subscriptions and five sets of $he bookn
for 60 cents, This great offer is made to iIntroduce the paper

Satisfaction 5uarumud or money reﬁx'nded.
dadrens ¥, M. LUPTON, €68 Murray 5t;, New York.

» NEW, INVENTION »

et it NO

they are

futo now homes.

= 7}f Cords of_I3 by one
man in nine hours. Hundreds have sawad 6 and 6 cords
dally. ‘‘Exactly” what every Farmer and Wood Chop-
por wants, First order from your vieinity secures the
Agenoy. No Duty to Am&we manufacture in Canadan.
“yrlta for_Illustrated Catalogno sgent FREE to all.
Address FOLDING SAWING MACHINRE
€O,, 303 to 811 8, Canal St., Chlcago, 1ll.

AF.— A very intorosting 80-page hook on Denfnoss,
ENgiuen lnetrge Head, &o‘.‘ ng rolieved. Sent free,
Address NIOHOLSON, 177 McDougall st., Now York.

LOVELY SORAP PICTURES.—Agents' Canvoss-
9 ing Outfit Cards and Novolties, with private terms,
Also, 25 Jorve Rich Embossed Motto snd Verse Chromos,
T . ~apeach for onl&{Oo silver,
& dress EUREKA CARD CO. Bolton, Que,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER I8 printed and pub-
lxl‘nhad evory fortnight a4 Nos, 321 and 323 8¢, James
street, Montreal, by John Dougsall & Son, com-
posed of John RedpathDougall, ‘;! Montreal, and

James Dunocan D_ougal\. of New York,
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